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Welcome
Prelude

Regine Kummer

Opening Words
We are gathered by the Good Shepherd,
who seeks the lost,
binds up the injured,
strengthens the weak.
The Good Shepherd cares for the flock,
giving food to the hungry,
welcoming the stranger,
visiting prisoners,
caring for the sick.
The steadfast love of the Good Shepherd is everlasting,
and this faithfulness endures from age to age.
So we worship the Lord with gladness,
and celebrate God's presence with singing.
Hymn

All people that on earth do dwell

Psalm 100
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth,
all the earth.
Serve the LORD with gladness;
come into God's presence with singing.
Know that the LORD is God,
our maker, to whom we belong;

we are God's people,
the sheep of God's pasture.
Enter the gates of the LORD with thanksgiving,
and the courts with praise.
Give thanks
and bless God's holy name.
Good indeed is the LORD,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
Good indeed is the LORD,
whose faithfulness endures from age to age.
Doxology

Call to Prayer

including Ezekiel 34:18-19

Prayer of Confession
Good Shepherd
we get lost in want.
Not content with green pastures,
we become restless beside the still waters, more bored than restored.
Few paths seem right.
Fears rise like the evening mist prowling up a valley,
in which comfort seems obscure against the encroaching night.
Tables are prepared but devoid of friends.
Our cups overflow, but without goodness or mercy following after,
only the loneliness of dwelling in our own house,
all these hours, and days, and months.
Though we feel constrained and mourn the loss of dreams,
turn our spirits to you,
so we find the way to feed those without bread
and welcome those without a place to lay their head,
so the sick find the care they need,
and a prisoner gains a listening friend.
Lift our eyes to imagine the day
when we eat together on festive heights,
fed by your hand,
and delight in singing your name, Jesus Christ,
now and ever. Amen.
Kyrie

Lord, have mercy
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Words of Assurance

Ephesians 1:16-23

I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom
and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance
among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe,
according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised
him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and
authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but
also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all
things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
Hymn of Praise

Praise God who gives us life

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Old Testament Reading

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24

For thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. As shepherds
seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will
rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick
darkness. I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring
them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and
in all the inhabited parts of the land. I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of
Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on
rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make
them lie down, says the Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will
bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will
feed them with justice.
Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean
sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with your
horns until you scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be
ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant
David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be
their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the Lord, have spoken.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia

Gospel Reading

Matthew 25:31-46

The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 25.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] ‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit
on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his
right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you
that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I
was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you
took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord,
when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink?
And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing?
And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” And the king will answer them,
“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you
did it to me.” Then he will say to those at his left hand, “You that are accursed, depart from me into
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I
was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked
and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” Then they also will
answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in
prison, and did not take care of you?” Then he will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did
not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.” And these will go away into eternal
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.’
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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Alleluia

Sermon
Hymn

Andy Willis
Like a mother who has borne us

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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The Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Testimony
Gathering of Gifts

Take, O take me as I am

Prayer of Commitment
Bless the teachers who lead our children into life.
We make a joyful noise to you, God of all the earth.
Bless readers of your word so others hear
and those who pray so others are healed.
We serve you with gladness.
Bless singers and instrumentalists alive with your joy.
Your presence fills us with song.
Bless the twenty sandwiches made so Jesus might eat.
You are our maker, to whom we belong.
Bless the listeners assisting women in need
and those working so the enslaved might be freed.
We are your people, the sheep of your pasture.
Bless those stuffing envelopes, repairing the building,
calling a neighbor, hearing their pain.
We give thanks and bless your holy name.
Bless your church and bring us through,
so all we are and do serves you.
Your steadfast love is everlasting,
Bless your body dancing the reign of your Beloved, Jesus Christ.
Your faithfulness endures from age to age.
The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements
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Closing Song

All people who live on the earth

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
***

Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service:
Readers: Ligia & Tim Scott
Prayers: Sivin Kit
Videography: Ray Woodcock
Flowers: Maryssa Mapanao-Camaddo
Singers: Natalie Deffenbaugh, Koko Taylor, Terry MacArthur, Andy Willis
Church School teachers: Chad & Natalie Rimmer, Gladys Yegon, André du Plessis

Birthdays Naomi Mungure, Mark Miller, Brenda Evequoz, Amelie Seeber, Annegret Kapp,
Mirjami Dorji, Amanda Guldemond, Bastian Breidy.

Anniversaries Annegret Kapp & Pavel Micodin; Bernice Elger & Friedrich Lohmann.
This Week’s Schedule:
Tuesday, 24 Nov.
Thursday, 26 Nov.
Sunday, 29 Nov.

12h00
19h00
12h00
10h00
11h00
12h15
13h15

Bible study
Bible study
Centering Prayer (online)
Church school (online)
Worship on First Sunday of Advent (livestream)
Coffee hour (online)
Congregation Council meeting

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9h00–17h00; Fridays, noon–16h00
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Make Your 2021 Estimate of Giving Now
Every autumn, members of the congregation are asked to reflect on how we will each support the
church with our time, talents, and money in the year ahead. These offerings are all essential to our
congregation’s ministry, and as we look toward 2021, all are encouraged to offer estimates of giving for
the new year. There are two ways to fill out your giving forms: you can complete them online, or you
can complete paper forms and send them by post or email to the church office. You'll find links to both
options here: https://genevalutheran.church/2021-giving/
Please submit your estimate of giving by 29 November—thank you for your support for a new year of ministry!
Thank You for Your Generosity!
As part of our Harvest Sunday earlier this month, our congregation committed to raising funds for two
organizations—Association des femmes migrantes à Genève, and the Baghdad Women’s Association
(in partnership with LWF World Service). Both are providing care and live-saving support for victims
of gender-based violence, which is very much on the rise during the pandemic.
We set the goal of raising Chf 5,000 for each organization (Chf 10,000 in total), and we surpassed that
goal—total funds raised this year were just under Chf 14,000. Thank you for your generosity!
Online Bible Study – “Waiting”
This November and December, there will be an online Bible study on the topic of "waiting"—we'll read
several narratives of biblical characters waiting (for an answer, for a promise, for justice) and lay them
alongside our own experiences. Groups will meet at different times to accommodate different
schedules. If you have not yet signed up and would like to join, please contact Andy Willis or the
church office.
Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00
For the past several months, a group has been meeting online for Centering Prayer on a daily basis. We
are now shifting to once (or possibly twice) each week. For now, a group will meet every Thursday at
12h00 via Zoom. Here’s the link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group setting. More details
about Centering Prayer here.
Online Coffee Hour
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship—it's a great opportunity to connect with one
another, and all are welcome to participate. In order to keep the space secure, we can’t widely share a
Zoom link, so we are keeping a list of people who would like to receive links to upcoming online coffee
hours.
• If you have already joined one of these online coffee hours, you don’t need to do anything more; we
will automatically add your email address to the list.
• If you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and would like to be added to the list for
future Sundays, please send an email to office@genevalutheran.ch and we will gladly add you
to the list.
An Update from Our Treasurer, Samuel Mungure
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
We hope that you and your loved ones are safe and doing well during this time where we continue to see
increased coronavirus cases in Geneva and Switzerland as a whole. Despite all the challenges and uncertainties
we have faced during this challenging year, we would like to thank you all for your continued faithful giving. As
of October 31, our giving had totaled the amount of 264,597CHF. This was an amount of 4,043CHF below
where we had forecasted to be in our budget (forecasted amount at 31.10.2020 was 268,640). As we head
towards the end of the year, we would like to express our gratitude as we would not be in the position, we are in
without your continued support even in these challenging times. Thank you for your continued giving and may
God bless you all.
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