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Welcome
Prelude

Regine Kummer

Opening Words
Putting on the breastplate of faith and love
rather than the armor that presumes others are enemies,
we encourage one another, and build each other up,
gathering, even if on screens and through chat, to await a new day
when God draws near with a justice we do not yet grasp,
when those with silver and gold learn their power no longer holds,
when we count our days so that we might gain wisdom,
when a virus no longer weighs on every decision.
In the meantime, we dance in the light,
praising the Lord, Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
that we might live with him,
that we might live him,
and in the living show others his grace.
Hymn

O Day of God draw near

Call to Prayer

Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18

Be silent before the Lord God! For the day of the Lord is at hand; the Lord has prepared a sacrifice,
he has consecrated his guests. At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the
people who rest complacently on their dregs, those who say in their hearts, "The Lord will not do
good, nor will he do harm." Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. Though
they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink
wine from them.
The great day of the Lord is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter,
the warrior cries aloud there. That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of
ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of
trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. I will bring
such distress upon people that they shall walk like the blind; because they have sinned against the
Lord, their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their flesh like dung. Neither their silver nor
their gold will be able to save them on the day of the Lord's wrath; in the fire of his passion the
whole earth shall be consumed; for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the
earth.
Lament
We have had it with endings, God of times and seasons.
Enough of cancelations,
plans made, re-made, unmade, totally laid aside.
Enough of tickets left in the drawer,
of feet fearful each time they exit the door.
Enough of distress upon people that they should walk like the blind,
not knowing what is next.
We have had it with endings,
with this pent-up time, with this season of uncertainty. Restore our plundered spirits.
Kyrie

Tuhan kasihani

We have had it with the corrupt, God of justice and hope.
Enough of corporations that abuse the environment,
buying off governments to do as they want,
of greedy managers who mistreat workers with impunity
and subvert the aspirations of ordinary people.
Enough of those who profit from the tools of war,
enough of those who rest complacently on their dregs,
those who say in their hearts, "The Lord will not do good, nor will the Lord do harm."
Come with your power,
revealing that neither silver nor gold will be able to save.
Overturn in us the indifference that overlooks the plight of others,
the incessant demand that consumes cheap things
as if they were unrelated to the cheapening of human life, or to the desolation of the earth.
Kyrie

Tuhan kasihani
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We have had it with the darkness of gloom and the thickening clouds,
with the desolation, the ruin, the devastation,
with the trumpet blasts and battle cries,
with the stories wallowing in blood poured out like dust.
Instill in us a resurgence of truth advancing beyond cleverness,
a rebirth of holy compassion even when we find ourselves holed up,
a reclamation of trust that you are with us
and that you lead us to life, in Jesus Christ,
who walks us gently, but assuredly, into the light. Amen.
Kyrie

Tuhan kasihani

Words of Grace
Hymn of Praise

Praise God who gives us life

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Epistle Reading

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything
written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in
the night. When they say, ‘There is peace and security,’ then sudden destruction will come upon
them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you, beloved,
are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of light and
children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness.
So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep
sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be
sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God
has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for
us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him.
Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Testimony
Alleluia

Gospel Reading
The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 25.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Matthew 25:14-30

[Jesus said:] ‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his
property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to
his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at once and
traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents
made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the
ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled
accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five
more talents, saying, “Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more
talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your
master.” And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, “Master, you handed over to
me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many
things; enter into the joy of your master.” Then the one who had received the one talent also came
forward, saying, “Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and
gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the
ground. Here you have what is yours.” But his master replied, “You wicked and lazy slave! You
knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought
to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my
own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all
those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have
nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the
outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”’
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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Alleluia

Sermon
Hymn

Andy Willis
God, whose giving knows no ending

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
5

He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

The Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Testimony
Gathering of Gifts

Sa harap ng pagkaing

Psalm 90:1-6, 12
Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.
Before the mountains were brought forth,
or ever you had formed the earth and the world,
from everlasting to everlasting you are God.
You turn us back to dust,
and say, "Turn back, you mortals."
For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past,
or like a watch in the night.
You sweep them away; they are like a dream,
like grass that is renewed in the morning;
in the morning it flourishes and is renewed;
in the evening it fades and withers.
For all our days pass away under your wrath;
our years come to an end like a sigh.
So teach us to count our days
that we may gain a wise heart.
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The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements
Closing Song

O God, our help in ages past

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
***

Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service:
Readers: Herder family
Prayers: Ester Pudjo Widiasih
Videography: Ray Woodcock
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation
Singers: Rena Igarashi, Koko Taylor, Terry MacArthur, Andy Willis
Church School teachers: Ashley Seeber, Chad Rimmer, Tim Fieldsend

Birthdays Kiki Lawal, Lwiise Swai, Kristín Tómasdóttir, Hae Kyung Bang, Elaine Neuenfeldt,
Grazvydas Jasutis, Sylvain Thevoz, Amogelo Mpufane, Daniel Duran, Andrin Viret.

Anniversaries Rachel & Colin Forman.
This Week’s Schedule:
Tuesday, 17 Nov.
Wednesday, 18 Nov.
Thursday, 19 Nov.
Sunday, 22 Nov.

19h00
12h00
12h00
10h00
11h00
12h15

Bible study (online)
Bible study (online)
Centering Prayer (online)
Church school (online)
Worship on Christ the King (livestream)
Coffee hour (online)

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9h00–17h00; Fridays, noon–16h00
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Giving Sunday – 22 November
Next Sunday, 22 November, we will be invited to offer our estimates of giving for 2021—the ways in
which we each intend to support the congregation’s ministry with our time, talents, and money over the
coming year. Even in this season of uncertainty, we take time to reflect on what the community means
to each of us and on how we will offer our support in the new year. Giving forms will be sent by post to
members this week, and they will also be available online at: https://genevalutheran.church.
Please join in making your estimates of giving this season!
Last Chance to Support this Year’s Harvest Projects
This year we are raising funds for two organizations—Association des femmes migrantes à Genève,
and the Baghdad Women’s Association (in partnership with LWF World Service). Both are providing
care and live-saving support for victims of gender-based violence, which is very much on the rise during
the pandemic. More information on the two organizations is below.
We set the goal of raising Chf 5,000 for each organization (Chf 10,000 in total), and we have already
surpassed that goal! If you haven't yet made your contribution and would like to join in supporting
these two organizations doing vitally important work right now, there is still time. Donations are being
accepted through today, 15 November. Simply make a transfer to either of the church's accounts, and
note "Harvest" as part of the payment. The account information is here:
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/
You can watch videos introducing the two organizations here, or read more about them here. Thanks
so much for your generosity and for joining in supporting this meaningful work together!
Online Bible Study – “Waiting”
This November and December, the English-Speaking Congregation is offering an online Bible study on
the topic of "waiting"--we'll read several narratives of biblical characters waiting (for an answer, for a
promise, for justice) and lay them alongside our own experiences. Groups will meet at different times to
accommodate different schedules. We are starting to meet this week on Zoom—contact Andy Willis if
you’d like to join.
Week of Religions – Invitation to Online Events
The Week of Religions in Geneva this year consists of a number of online events hosted by a variety of
local religious communities. While the week is now nearly complete, there is still an interesting event
this evening that all are welcome join. The Geneva Vedantic Center is hosting an online exchange on
the topic of interreligious dialogue, featuring speakers from a number of different religious
communities. Information and the link to join are here:
https://interreligieux.ch/wp/événement/semaine-des-religions-2020-en-ligne/
Online Coffee Hour
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship—it's a great opportunity to connect with one
another, and all are welcome to participate. In order to keep the space secure, we can’t widely share a
Zoom link, so we are keeping a list of people who would like to receive links to upcoming online coffee
hours.
• If you have already joined one of these online coffee hours, you don’t need to do anything more; we
will automatically add your email address to the list.
• If you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and would like to be added to the list for
future Sundays, please send an email to office@genevalutheran.ch and we will gladly add you
to the list.
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Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00
For the past several months, a group has been meeting online for Centering Prayer on a daily basis. We
are now shifting to once (or possibly twice) each week. For now, a group will meet every Thursday at
12h00 via Zoom. Here’s the link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group setting. More details
about Centering Prayer here.
An Update from Our Treasurer, Samuel Mungure
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
We hope that you and your loved ones are safe and doing well during this time where we continue to see increased
coronavirus cases in Geneva and Switzerland as a whole. Despite all the challenges and uncertainties we have faced during
this challenging year, we would like to thank you all for your continued faithful giving. As of October 31, our giving had
totaled the amount of 264,597CHF. This was an amount of 4,043CHF below where we had forecasted to be in our budget
(forecasted amount at 31.10.2020 was 268,640). As we head towards the end of the year, we would like to express our
gratitude as we would not be in the position, we are in without your continued support even in these challenging times.
Thank you for your continued giving and may God bless you all.
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