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Welcome      
 

Prelude                                                                   Arioso    

by J. S. Bach arr./ed. by Wanda Sobieska for two violins 
Greg and Nellia Wierzynski 

Opening Words  
 

The surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus draws us close, 

even as we regard all the loss, the suffocating uncertainty around us. 

We press on, forgetting what lies behind  

and straining forward to what lies ahead, 
trusting that Christ goes before us. 

He leads us to what is right and true, 

what rejoices the heart and revives the soul, 

what makes the simple wise, 
and enlightens the eyes. 

Found in Christ, we learn the love of God and the love of neighbor, 

surpassing all other gain, leading to life. 
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Hymn                                                       Cuando se va esperanza 
 

 
 

Call to Prayer 
 

Prayer of Confession          
                             

God of justice, God of grace, 

when false witness has become a clever business 

and coveting as easy as a click, 
how do we stay focused on loving our neighbors as ourselves? 

When taking your name in vain has, at times,  

mired your church in hypocrisy,  

supporting the unsupportable,  
covering up what should not have been hidden, 

not producing the fruits of your realm, 

how do we speak your name 

so that our lives honor you with all our mind, all our strength, all our will? 

We confess all the rubbish that entraps our feet from following your Beloved, Jesus Christ, 

all the cherished gains that distance us from the pain others bear. 

In your mercy, train us in the fundamentals of love, 

so we find ourselves found in Christ 

and delight in his righteousness, this day and all days. Amen.   
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Kyrie 

 
 

Words of Assurance 
 

Hymn of Praise                                                  Un camino 
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Prayer of the Day 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray. . . 
 

Old Testament Reading    Exodus 20:1-4, 7-17 
 

Then God spoke all these words: 

I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 

you shall have no other gods before me.  

You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or 
that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.  

You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not acquit 

anyone who misuses his name.  

Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work. But the 
seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your 

daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. For in six 

days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; 

therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 

Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your 
God is giving you.   

You shall not murder.   

You shall not commit adultery.   

You shall not steal.   

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.   
You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or male or 

female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

from Psalm 19 
 

The law of the LORD is perfect,  

reviving the soul;  

the decrees of the LORD are sure,  

making wise the simple; 

the precepts of the LORD are right,  

rejoicing the heart;  

the commandment of the LORD is clear,  

enlightening the eyes; 

the fear of the LORD is pure,  

enduring forever;  

the ordinances of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 

true and righteous altogether. 

More to be desired are they than gold,  

even much fine gold;  

sweeter also than honey,  

and drippings of the honeycomb. 

Moreover, by them is your servant warned;  
in keeping them there is great reward. 

But who can detect their errors?  

Clear me from hidden faults. 

Keep back your servant also from the insolent; do not let them have dominion over me.  
Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great transgression. 

Let the words of my mouth  

Let the words of my mouth  
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and the meditation of my heart  
and the meditation of my heart  

be acceptable to you, O LORD,  

my rock and my redeemer. 

 
Epistle Reading Philippians 3:7-14 
 

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I 
regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his 

sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain 

Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one 

that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know 
Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his 

death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained this 

or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made 

me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: 

forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for 
the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia    
    

 
  

Gospel Reading Matthew 21:33-46 
 

The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 21. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] ‘Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence 

around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to 

another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his 
produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he 

sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son 

to them, saying, “They will respect my son.” But when the tenants saw the son, they said to 

themselves, “This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ So they seized him, 

threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what 
will he do to those tenants?’ They said to him, ‘He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and 

lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.’ Jesus said to 

them, ‘Have you never read in the scriptures: “The stone that the builders rejected has become the 

cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes”? Therefore I tell you, the 

kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the 
kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on 

whom it falls.’ When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was 

speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded 

him as a prophet.  
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Alleluia 
 

 
 

Sermon  Andy Willis 
 

Hymn                                              God marked a line and told the sea 
 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   

He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father  

and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Introduction and Blessing of Congregation Council 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

The Passing of the Peace      
                                 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
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Gathering of Gifts                                          This one thing I do 
 

    

Prayer of Thanksgiving     
 

You do not leave us on our own, gracious God; 

you give us signs that mark the way forward, 

and draw the lines that would keep us safe. 

You call our names so we are reminded we are yours  

and hold open your arms to welcome us back when we go astray. 
Let the words of our mouths be acceptable to you, our Rock. 

 

You have made us your people,  

opening wide the sea before us 

so we might walk through to new horizons 

and imagine what it might be like to live in a just society, 

to practice the harmony that leads to peace, 
to give ourselves to others as if we were giving to you. 

Let the meditations of our hearts be acceptable to you, our Redeemer.  
 

You have given us your Word, 

more to be desired than gold, 

living in our midst, bringing your realm near, 

casting out our fears, 
doing your will, even through his tears. 

Found in Christ, we are made blameless and innocent of great transgression. 
 

You are worthy of our thanks and praise, 

filling us with the power of your Spirit, 

through the gift of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, 

our guide and our goal,  
reviving the soul,  

making wise the simple, 

rejoicing the heart, 

enlightening the eyes, 

enduring forever, 

true and righteous altogether. Amen. 
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The Lord's Prayer  
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Sending Prayer 
 

Benediction   
 

Announcements    
 

Closing Song                                          Santo, santo, santo, santo  
 

 
 
 

 
 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 

* * * 
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Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service: 

Reader: Ana Villanueva Prayers: Maarten Wilbers 

 Videography: Ray Woodcock Usher: Ojot Ojulu 

 Flowers: Rumiko Jaussi 

Singers: Rena Igarashi, Terry MacArthur, Koko Taylor, Andy Willis 

 Violinists: Greg and Nellia Wierzynski 

 

Birthdays Celestin Lohmann, Benedict Prove, Caroline van der Veen, Cynthia Wilbers-Muturi,  

Gareth Kit, Aurèle Noehrenberg, Mukhisa Kituyi. 
 

Anniversaries Kristin Roaldseth Moyer & John Moyer; Adrainne & Benjamin Gray. 

 

This Week’s Schedule: 
 

 

Thursday, 8 Oct.  12h00 Centering Prayer (online) 
Sunday, 11 Oct. 10h00 Church school (online) 
    11h00 Worship on Pentecost 19  
     (in-person and livestream) 

    12h15 Coffee hour (online) 
 

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9h00–17h00; Fridays, noon–16h00 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Option to Attend Worship in Person 
While we are still far from returning to our “normal” practices around worship, our church has decided 

that with proper precautions in place, we can now begin welcoming 20 people to attend worship in 

person each Sunday. Those attending will keep distance from one another in the sanctuary, will wear 

masks, and will be asked not to sing. Music will continue to be provided by a small ensemble. 
 

The service will continue to be live-streamed each Sunday—so most weeks, that is how each of us will 

worship. But now it will be possible—from time to time, or on a Sunday when you would particularly 

like to be physically present in the sanctuary—to come to the church and join the service in person. 
 

You can sign up for the next several Sundays using this online form. Feel free to contact Andy Willis 

with any questions about this new arrangement. 

 

Church School Now in Session – Sundays at 10h00 
Following a pause over the summer months, church school is now back in session. As in the spring, 

two classes (ages 3-8, and 9 and up) will meet online each Sunday. One important change, however: 

this fall, church school will be from 10h00 until 10h45, before the worship service. Contact Chad and 
Natalie Rimmer with any questions about registration or connecting to the class. 
 

Online Coffee Hour 
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship—it's a great opportunity to connect with one 

another, and all are welcome to participate. In order to keep the space secure, we can’t widely share a 
Zoom link, so we are keeping a list of people who would like to receive links to upcoming online coffee 

hours. 

• If you have already joined one of these online coffee hours, you don’t need to do anything more; we 

will automatically add your email address to the list. 

• If you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and would like to be added to the list for 

future Sundays, please send an email to office@genevalutheran.ch and we will gladly add you 

to the list. 
 

  

https://signup.zone/9zLFwX3MEDeC5u4Ec
mailto:office@genevalutheran.ch
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Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00 
For the past several months, a group has been meeting online for Centering Prayer on a daily basis. We 

are now shifting to once (or possibly twice) each week. For now, a group will meet every Thursday at 

12h00 via Zoom. Here’s the link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012 
 

Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group setting. More details 

about Centering Prayer here. 
 

Thank You for Your Generosity 
While the shape of our congregation’s ministry has changed in many ways over the past months, here 

are two things that have remained constant: your generosity and its importance. Members and friends 

of the community have continued to support the congregation through online giving, and this support is 

enabling us to continue our ministry of worship, service, and sharing God’s love at this crucial time. 

Keep it up! Please give as you are able this season. Details are on our website: 
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/ 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-method/
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/

