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Welcome
Prelude
Opening Words

Regine Kummer

Gentle with each other,
like a nurse tenderly caring for his own children,
we look toward the promise, straining to glimpse what God intends,
though the old certainties seem at an end.
We attend to the gospel of God shared with us,
even as we share our own selves, becoming dear to one another,
knowing that time, like an ever-rolling stream,
soon bears us all away.
Yet we trust that in life and in death, a new day awaits us,
and whatever strife complicates our path,
Christ, our help in ages past, remains our hope for years to come,
and in the power of the Holy Spirit,
we find ourselves at home.
Hymn

O God, our help in ages past

Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17
Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.
Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world,
Antiphon

You turn us back to dust, and say, "Turn back, you mortals.
For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past,
or like a watch in the night.
Antiphon

You sweep them away; they are like a dream,
like grass that is renewed in the morning;
in the morning it flourishes and is renewed;
in the evening it fades and withers.
Antiphon

Turn, O LORD! How long?
Have compassion on your servants!
Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love,
so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.
Make us glad as many days as you have afflicted us,
and as many years as we have seen evil.
Antiphon

Let your work be manifest to your servants,
and your glorious power to their children.
Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us,
and prosper for us the work of our hands.
O prosper the work of our hands!
Antiphon
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Call to Prayer
Prayer of Confession
Everlasting God,
so much is being lost.
It becomes difficult to see beyond our current confinements,
the constant anxiety that weighs upon us,
the desperate need to touch and be touched,
the reinforcement of rage to motivate us.
Will love be lost as well?
Will we be left with a reinforced selfishness amplified by being constantly alone with ourselves?
So much is being lost.
Remind us over and over again where meaning gains its center.
We confess that we have not loved you with all our heart, and with all our soul, and with all our mind.
Restore in us over and over again where life is found.
We confess that we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
Instill in us a vision of hope,
stretching before us like a promised land.
Reform us with a gentleness
through which your good news becomes
an ever-expanding gift offered without demands.
Lay your hands on us,
so we become full of the spirit of wisdom,
following Jesus Christ,
becoming dear to one another,
sharing our lives. Amen.
Sung Response

Señor ten piedad de nosotros

Words of Assurance
Gloria
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Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. . .
Old Testament Reading

Deuteronomy 34:1-12

Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is
opposite Jericho, and the LORD showed him the whole land: Gilead as far as Dan, all Naphtali, the
land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the Western Sea, the Negeb, and the
Plain -- that is, the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees -- as far as Zoar. The LORD said to him,
"This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, 'I will give it to your
descendants'; I have let you see it with your eyes, but you shall not cross over there." Then Moses,
the servant of the LORD, died there in the land of Moab, at the Lord's command. He was buried in
a valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth-peor, but no one knows his burial place to this day.
Moses was one hundred twenty years old when he died; his sight was unimpaired and his vigor had
not abated. The Israelites wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days; then the period of
mourning for Moses was ended. Joshua son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, because Moses
had laid his hands on him; and the Israelites obeyed him, doing as the LORD had commanded
Moses. Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to
face. He was unequaled for all the signs and wonders that the LORD sent him to perform in the
land of Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his servants and his entire land, and for all the mighty deeds
and all the terrifying displays of power that Moses performed in the sight of all Israel.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Epistle Reading

I Thessalonians 2:1-8

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, but though we
had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had courage in
our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition. For our appeal does not
spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, but just as we have been approved by God to be
entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals, but to please God
who tests our hearts. As you know and as God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery
or with a pretext for greed; nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or from others,
though we might have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a
nurse tenderly caring for her own children. So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to
share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have become very
dear to us.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Alleluia
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Gospel Reading

Matthew 22:34-46

The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 22.
Glory to you, O Lord.
When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of
them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. ‘Teacher, which commandment in the law is the
greatest?’ He said to him, ‘“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it:
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the
prophets.’
Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: ‘What do you
think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?’ They said to him, ‘The son of David.’ He said to them,
‘How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, “The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at
my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet’”? If David thus calls him Lord, how can he
be his son?’ No one was able to give him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him
any more questions.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia

Sermon
Hymn

Andy Willis
Faith while trees are still in blossom

Welcome of New Members
Introduction of the New Members
Prayer
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Renunciation of Evil
I ask you to reject sin, profess your faith in Christ,
and confess the faith of the church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.
Do your renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.
The Apostles’ Creed
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Promises of the New Members
Promises of the Congregation
Welcome

Halle, hallejujah

Prayers of Intercession
The Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
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Gathering of Gifts

Bathe me in your light

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Whether we are on the mountaintop or sitting in a tiny apartment,
we give you thanks for your abiding presence, gracious God.
Even when we feel cut off and hemmed in on every side,
you break through the barriers to call our names.
Whatever our address, or lack of one,
we are not left alone.
You are always there.
Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.
From everlasting to everlasting, you are God.

7

Whether we are distracted by endless noise or silently listening to our heartbeat,
we thank you for your word made flesh in Jesus Christ,
with eyes searching beyond what we see, with hands beckoning us toward the life that's free.
Move your word from the page so it becomes written on our hearts
and keeps whispering to us in the dark how much you love us, how deeply you share in our life.
Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.
Whether we become agitated or calm,
depressed by what we can no longer do, or stressed by too many additional complications,
we thank you for the gift of your Spirit, breathing in us
as if she were a nurse tenderly caring for her children,
repeating, just in case we get lost, how dear we are,
how dear we are to each other.
Let your work be manifest to your servants, and your glorious power to their children.
Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, and prosper for us the work of our hands.
The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements
Closing Song

Le lo le lo lay lo
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Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
***

Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service:
Readers: Wendy & Andrew Donaldson
Prayers: Becki & Stephen Larson
Videography: Ray Woodcock
Usher: Ana Villanueva
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation
Singers: Natalie Deffenbaugh, Koko Taylor, Terry MacArthur, Andy Willis
Guitar: Bismark Sitorus

Birthdays Ndeoya Mungure, Andy Willis, Klára Pósfay-Barbe, Roswitha Golder, Kilian Seeber,
Tshering Dorji, Ishmael Noko, Maurice Janssen, Wairimu Schmale, Sabina Wierzynska.

This Week’s Schedule:
Thursday, 29 Oct.
Sunday, 1 Nov.

12h00 Centering Prayer (online)
10h00 Church school (online)
11h00 Worship on Pentecost 22
(in-person and livestream)
12h15 Coffee hour (online)
13h15 Congregation Council meeting

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9h00–17h00; Fridays, noon–16h00

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Option to Attend Worship in Person
While we are still far from returning to our “normal” practices around worship, our church has decided
that with proper precautions in place, we can now begin welcoming 20 people to attend worship in
person each Sunday. Several have attended the past two Sundays, and it's been a good experience so
far.
The service will continue to be live-streamed each Sunday—so most weeks, that is how each of us will
worship. But now it will be possible—from time to time, or on a Sunday when you would particularly
like to be physically present in the sanctuary—to come to the church and join the service in person.
You can sign up for the next several Sundays using this online form. Feel free to contact Andy Willis
with any questions about this new arrangement.

Mark Your Calendars – Harvest Sunday is 8 November
Our congregation typically holds an annual Harvest Festival in the autumn, where members offer items
and experiences for an auction, with all proceeds benefitting projects or charitable organizations outside
the community. While we can’t hold our normal gathering and auction this year, we are still planning a
Harvest Sunday on 8 November as a time to give thanks and to give generously to two worthy projects.
More details will follow soon!

Church School Now in Session – Sundays at 10h00
Two church school classes (ages 3-8, and 9-and-up) meet online each Sunday, from 10h00 until 10h45,
before the worship service. Contact Chad and Natalie Rimmer with any questions about registration or
connecting to the class.
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Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00
For the past several months, a group has been meeting online for Centering Prayer on a daily basis. We
are now shifting to once (or possibly twice) each week. For now, a group will meet every Thursday at
12h00 via Zoom. Here’s the link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group setting. More details
about Centering Prayer here.

Online Coffee Hour
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship—it's a great opportunity to connect with one
another, and all are welcome to participate. In order to keep the space secure, we can’t widely share a
Zoom link, so we are keeping a list of people who would like to receive links to upcoming online coffee
hours.
• If you have already joined one of these online coffee hours, you don’t need to do anything more; we
will automatically add your email address to the list.
• If you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and would like to be added to the list for
future Sundays, please send an email to office@genevalutheran.ch and we will gladly add you
to the list.

Thank You for Your Generosity
While the shape of our congregation’s ministry has changed in many ways over the past months, here
are two things that have remained constant: your generosity and its importance. Members and friends
of the community have continued to support the congregation through online giving, and this support is
enabling us to continue our ministry of worship, service, and sharing God’s love at this crucial time.
Keep it up! Please give as you are able this season. Details are on our website:
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/
** Please note that the deadline for submitting USD checks in 2020 is 1 November **
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