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Welcome      
 

Prelude                                Regine Kummer                              
 

Opening Words  
 

From Paul's first letter to the Thessalonians, probably some of the first words written in what would 

become the New Testament, we receive this ancient greeting: 

Grace to you and peace. 

Grace to you— 
God has chosen us to do God's will— 

and peace. 

God's presence goes with us, and, even in times of trouble, gives us rest. 

We always give thanks to God for all of you  
and mention you in our prayers,  

constantly remembering before our God and Father your work of faith  

and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ: 

the work of faith,  
trusting that we have found favor in God's sight, 

the labor of love,  

discovering the life that is worth the living, 

the steadfastness of hope, 

insisting that God go with us, like a mother showing us the way, 

in our Lord Jesus Christ, 

in whose name we serve a living and true God, our rescue, our strength, our delight. 

 

Hymn                                               Lord Jesus Christ be present now 
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Call to Prayer     
 

Prayer of Confession          
                             

We do not ask to see your face, Ruler of the Universe. 

We do not demand proof of your love. 

But could you not reveal a little more where hope lies? 

Confronted by a virus with an increasing toll, 

a climate raging out of control, 

and truth fallen in the streets with the lies of the powerful, 

what place would you offer where we might feel secure and whole? 

What way forward would you advise as good and right? 

What mandate would align us with your love? 

 
Silence 

 

We confess, gracious God, that we have not loved you with all our heart, nor with all our strength, 

nor with all our mind. 

If we have found favor in your sight, show us your ways. 

We confess that we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

If we have found favor in your sight, show us your ways. 

We confess the distrust, the hatred, the fear, 

the grasping for more that surrounds us, that infects us. 
If we have found favor in your sight, show us your ways. 

Speak again our names, so we sense that you go with us, 

that your glory not only passes by, but shines within 

through the mercy of Jesus Christ, 

our rock, our way, our goal.  Amen. 

 

Sung Response                                    Señor ten piedad de nosotros 
 

 
 

Words of Assurance    
 

Gloria  
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Prayer of the Day 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.      

Let us pray. . . 
 

Old Testament Reading    Exodus 33:12-23 
 

Moses said to the LORD, "See, you have said to me, 'Bring up this people'; but you have not let me 

know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, 'I know you by name, and you have also 

found favor in my sight.'   Now if I have found favor in your sight, show me your ways, so that I 

may know you and find favor in your sight. Consider too that this nation is your people."  He said, 
"My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest."  And he said to him, "If your presence will 

not go, do not carry us up from here.  For how shall it be known that I have found favor in your 

sight, I and your people, unless you go with us? In this way, we shall be distinct, I and your people, 

from every people on the face of the earth."  The LORD said to Moses, "I will do the very thing that 
you have asked; for you have found favor in my sight, and I know you by name."  Moses said, 

"Show me your glory, I pray."  And he said, "I will make all my goodness pass before you, and will 

proclaim before you the name, 'The LORD'; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and 

will show mercy on whom I will show mercy.  But," he said, "you cannot see my face; for no one 

shall see me and live."  And the LORD continued, "See, there is a place by me where you shall 
stand on the rock; and while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover 

you with my hand until I have passed by; then I will take away my hand, and you shall see my back; 

but my face shall not be seen." 
 

Psalm 99 
 

The LORD is king;  

let the people tremble!  

The Lord is enthroned upon the cherubim;  

let the earth shake!     

The LORD, great in Zion, is high above all peoples. 

Let them confess God's name, which is great and awesome.  God is the Holy One! 

O mighty king, lover of justice,  

you have established equity;  

you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob. 

Proclaim the greatness of the LORD 

and fall down before God's footstool.  

God is the Holy One! 

Moses and Aaron were among your priests,  

Samuel also was among those who called on your name.  
They called upon you and you answered them. 

You spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud;  

they kept your decrees, and the statutes that you gave them. 

O LORD our God, you answered them indeed;  
you were a God who forgave them, yet punished them for their evil deeds. 

Proclaim the greatness of the LORD 

and worship upon God's holy hill; for the LORD our God is holy. 
adapted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship and NSRV 

 

Epistle Reading 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
 

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, to the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace.  We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention 

you in our prayers, constantly remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor 
of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.  For we know, brothers and sisters 

beloved by God, that he has chosen you, because our message of the gospel came to you not in word 

only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind 

of persons we proved to be among you for your sake.  And you became imitators of us and of the 

Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that 
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you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.  For the word of the Lord 
has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God 

has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it.  For the people of those regions 

report about us what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, 

to serve a living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead--

Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia 
 

  

 

Gospel Reading Matthew 22:15-22 
 

The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 22. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. So they sent their disciples to 

him, along with the Herodians, saying, ‘Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way 

of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with 

partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?’ But Jesus, 
aware of their malice, said, ‘Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin 

used for the tax.’ And they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, ‘Whose head is this, and 

whose title?’ They answered, ‘The emperor’s.’ Then he said to them, ‘Give therefore to the emperor 

the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.’ When they heard this, they 
were amazed; and they left him and went away.  

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon  Andy Willis 
 

Hymn                                             Immortal, invisible, God only wise 
 

 
 

Welcome of New Members 
 

Introduction of the New Members 
 

Prayer 
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Renunciation of Evil 
 

I ask you to reject sin, profess your faith in Christ,  

and confess the faith of the church. 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

 I renounce them. 
 

Do your renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

 I renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

 I renounce them. 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

 Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   

He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father  

and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Promises of the new members: 
 

Promises of the congregation: 
 

Welcome                                                       Spirit of the living God 
 

 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

The Passing of the Peace      
                                 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
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Gathering of Gifts                         God of love, Author of dance and music 
 

 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving     
 

Blessed are you, Ruler of the Universe 
for you have chosen us and called our names 

leading through the wilderness of choice and chance, 

directing us in the dance that is just and right. 

O mighty king, lover of justice,  

you have established equity;  
 

Blessed are you, Word of life, 
for you have amazed us by giving us your name, 

so that we might call upon you, 

and know that you hear our cries, 

and pay attention to our needs. 
Like Moses and Aaron of old, you answer. 

 

Blessed are you, Spirit of power and conviction, 

for you are present with us, in us, 
forming us anew into the people you intended us to be, 

learning what it means to be free, 

keeping your decrees and following the statues that you have given us. 

We proclaim the greatness of the Lord,  

for the Lord, our God, is holy. Amen. 
 

The Lord's Prayer  
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Sending Prayer 
 

Benediction   
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Announcements    
 

Closing Song                                                  Le lo le lo lay lo 
                                        

 
 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

* * * 

 

Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service: 

Reader: Desta Melles Prayers: Laurel Borisenko 

 Videography: Ray Woodcock Usher: Seng Ra Marit 

 Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation 

Singers: Rena Igarashi, Koko Taylor, Terry MacArthur, Andy Willis 

Guitar: Bismark Sitorus 
  

Birthdays Nicolas Le Geyt, Jelimo Yegon, Ghirmaleoul Nemariam, Hans Dörig, Ivars Kupcis. 
 

Anniversaries Kerstin Ludwig & Roberto Smith-Gillespie; Grete & Andy Willis;  

Andrea & Eric Noehrenberg; Miriam & Ralston Deffenbaugh. 

 

This Week’s Schedule: 
 

 

Thursday, 22 Oct.  12h00 Centering Prayer (online) 

Sunday, 25 Oct. 10h00 Church school (online) 
    11h00 Worship on Pentecost 20  
     (in-person and livestream) 
    12h15 Coffee hour (online) 
 

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9h00–17h00; Fridays, noon–16h00 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Option to Attend Worship in Person 
While we are still far from returning to our “normal” practices around worship, our church has decided 

that with proper precautions in place, we can now begin welcoming 20 people to attend worship in 

person each Sunday. Several have attended on recent Sundays, and it's been a good experience so far. 
 

The service will continue to be live-streamed each Sunday—so most weeks, that is how each of us will 
worship. But now it will be possible—from time to time, or on a Sunday when you would particularly 

like to be physically present in the sanctuary—to come to the church and join the service in person. 
 

You can sign up for the next several Sundays using this online form. Feel free to contact Andy Willis 
with any questions about this new arrangement. 
 

Mark Your Calendars – Harvest Sunday is 8 November 
Our congregation typically holds an annual Harvest Festival in the autumn, where members offer items 
and experiences for an auction, with all proceeds benefitting projects or charitable organizations outside 

the community. While we can’t hold our normal gathering and auction this year, we are still planning a 

Harvest Sunday on 8 November as a time to give thanks and to give generously to two worthy projects. 

More details will follow soon! 
 

Church School Now in Session – Sundays at 10h00 
Two church school classes (ages 3-8, and 9-and-up) meet online each Sunday, from 10h00 until 10h45, 

before the worship service. Contact Chad and Natalie Rimmer with any questions about registration or 

connecting to the class. 
 

Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00 
For the past several months, a group has been meeting online for Centering Prayer on a daily basis. We 

are now shifting to once (or possibly twice) each week. For now, a group will meet every Thursday at 

12h00 via Zoom. Here’s the link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012 
 

Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group setting. More details 

about Centering Prayer here. 

 
Online Coffee Hour 
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship—it's a great opportunity to connect with one 

another, and all are welcome to participate. In order to keep the space secure, we can’t widely share a 
Zoom link, so we are keeping a list of people who would like to receive links to upcoming online coffee 

hours. 

• If you have already joined one of these online coffee hours, you don’t need to do anything more; we 

will automatically add your email address to the list. 

• If you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and would like to be added to the list for 

future Sundays, please send an email to office@genevalutheran.ch and we will gladly add you 

to the list. 
 

Thank You for Your Generosity 
While the shape of our congregation’s ministry has changed in many ways over the past months, here 

are two things that have remained constant: your generosity and its importance. Members and friends 

of the community have continued to support the congregation through online giving, and this support is 

enabling us to continue our ministry of worship, service, and sharing God’s love at this crucial time. 

Keep it up! Please give as you are able this season. Details are on our website: 
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/ 

 

** Please note that the deadline for submitting USD checks in 2020 is 1 November ** 

https://signup.zone/9zLFwX3MEDeC5u4Ec
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-method/
mailto:office@genevalutheran.ch
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/

