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Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost + 1 November 2020
All Saints
Season of Thanksgiving
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Oceania:
French Polynesia, Kanaky, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Micronesia, Nauru, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa,
Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu
Welcome

You are invited to have a bowl of water and a candle nearby

Prelude

Regine Kummer

Opening Words
The grace that claims us:
that we should be called children of God.
The love that names us:
See what God, our mother and father, has given us.
We are God's children now, yes right now.
The hope toward which we aim:
what we will be has not yet been revealed;
what we do know is this: when Christ is revealed, we will be like him.
In the company of saints,
the quirky band of those who follow Jesus,
we celebrate who we are and what we are becoming in Christ,
praising the Blessed Trinity,
the community connecting us to its center,
reaching toward us, guiding us to the springs of the water of life,
leading us in the singing,
Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might
be to our God forever and ever! Alleluia.
Hymn

For all the saints

Thanksgiving for Baptism
Call to Prayer
Prayer
God of saints and sinners,
making of sinners saints,
re-creating us over and over until we become the persons you intend us to be,
thank you for the gift of baptism,
for speaking our names,
for putting your sign on us,
for washing us into your family of saints sinning, and of sinners becoming saints,
along the way, discovering blessings abundant:
comfort and mercy,
satisfaction that our lives matter,
inheriting an earth where we dance not from despair
but from daring to believe
that in whatever condition we find ourselves,
we know we are cared for,
able to share the good news of your love
in time with the rhythm of your feet.
Thank you for those who have shaped us,
repeating the words that give life,
reinforcing the vision that leads to faith,
modeling the love that overcomes strife.
Thank you that this company finds no ending,
continuing to grow in your Spirit,
gently spending itself on behalf of others,
extending your realm of goodness and light,
unafraid to tend what others thought unworthy,
befriending those left aside in the night of dead ends.
Thank you for the waters of new birth,
proclaiming our worth in your eyes,
that we are your children,
beloved,
one with your Beloved, Jesus Christ,
now and ever. Amen.
Litany

Tuhan, kasihani
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Hymn of Praise

Mi pela i bung

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. . .
First Reading

Revelation 7:9-17

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation,
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in
white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying, "Salvation belongs
to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!" And all the angels stood around the
throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the
throne and worshiped God, singing, "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and
honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen." Then one of the elders
addressed me, saying, "Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come from?" I said to
him, "Sir, you are the one that knows." Then he said to me, "These are they who have come out of
the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. For
this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his temple, and
the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. They will hunger no more, and thirst no
more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; for the Lamb at the center of the throne
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will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away
every tear from their eyes."
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Acclamation

Amen

Epistle Reading

I John 3:1-3

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we
are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God's
children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is
revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify
themselves, just as he is pure.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Alleluia

Gospel Reading

Matthew 5:1-12

The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 5.
Glory to you, O Lord.
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to
him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:
"Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek,
for they will inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.
Blessed are the merciful,
for they will receive mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you
and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
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Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the
prophets who were before you.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia

Sermon
Hymn

Andy Willis
Blessed are the poor in spirit

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Remembering Those Who Have Died
Prayers of Intercession
The Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
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Gathering of Gifts

Himene te fenua
Maohi Nui (French Polynesia). English adaptation: Andrew Donaldson

Te fenu a, te natura te natura_e to na heeuri o vau te taata nei e to ù fenua,
na na to mata, te natura, a nana i tona heeuri.
I look around, eyes open wide, and I take in this world of bright wonders: Your gift for us all to share. Your glory
shines everywhere; the splendor of nature surrounds us; the winds from the ocean sing of your name, O God.
In praise, in amazement, I cry out. We live in your Presence, O Holy One!
Literal translation
The earth, nature, luxuriant nature.
Me, humankind, and my earth.
With your eyes, look at nature; see its lushness, its richness.
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Blessed are you, God of every nation,
who has made us a people,
drawn from every land, culture, language and tribe,
not chosen because we are superior
but freed by a grace that values the meek more than the mighty,
and the merciful more than the strong.
We sing: "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to
our God forever and ever! Amen."
Blessed are you, Lamb upon the throne,
who by your giving has shown us the living worthwhile,
the forgiving that heals,
the rebirth of a new humanity in us.
We sing: "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to
our God forever and ever! Amen."
Blessed are you, Holy Spirit, burning within,
constantly at work in us to free us from sin:
bless us with the courage to receive your gifts,
which, often, the world despises,
but which lead us to that purity of heart
where we see you before us and around us,
sharpening our sight to follow the light of Jesus Christ.
We sing: "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to
our God forever and ever! Amen."
The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements
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Closing Song

Nothing is lost

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
***
Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service:
Readers: Marc & Shell Breidy
Prayers: Jonathan Frerichs
Videography: Ray Woodcock
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation
Singers: Natalie Deffenbaugh, Koko Taylor, Terry MacArthur, Andy Willis
Guitar: Bismark Sitorus
Birthdays Rodrigue Wete, Matthias Lamb, Kerstin Ludwig.
This Week’s Schedule:
Thursday, 5 Nov.
Saturday, 7 Nov.
Sunday, 8 Nov.

12h00
10h00
10h00
11h00

Centering Prayer (online)
Confirmation class
Church school (online)
Worship on Pentecost 23, Harvest Festival
(in-person and livestream)
12h15 Coffee hour (online)
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Harvest Sunday is 8 November – Send a Gratitude Video
On 8 November, our congregation is celebrating Harvest Sunday. In addition to supporting two
important projects, we'll be worshipping together around the theme of gratitude, and in preparation for
the service, you’re invited to make a short video of you naming something you are grateful for right
now. The task is simple: spend a little time thinking of something you are grateful for, and take a video
of you completing this statement: "Right now, I'm thankful for...” Videos should be no more than about 5
seconds long—10 seconds maximum. Please send your video to Simon Petitjean:
Email: victorioushealing@gmail.com
WhatsApp: +33 6 21 91 11 26
The videos will be compiled and included in the live-streamed worship service on 8 November. The
deadline to send your video is Thursday evening, 5 November.
Online Bible Study – “Waiting”
This November and December, the English-Speaking Congregation is offering an online Bible study on
the topic of "waiting"--we'll read several narratives of biblical characters waiting (for an answer, for a
promise, for justice) and lay them alongside our own experiences. Groups will meet at different times to
accommodate different schedules.
Please use this online form to indicate your interest and the time/s that might work for you. Meetings
will take place on Zoom. Contact Andy Willis with any questions.
Help Needed for Soup/Sandwich Kitchen on 9 November
Our next contribution for the Soup/Sandwich Kitchen is on Monday, 9 November, and Neighborhood
Group D is in charge this month. Volunteers each prepare 20 sandwiches and bring them to the soup
kitchen behind Gare Cornavin that morning by 10h00. If you are willing to provide sandwiches this
month, please contact Corin Jorgenson: corinjorgenson@gmail.com
Online Coffee Hour
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship—it's a great opportunity to connect with one
another, and all are welcome to participate. In order to keep the space secure, we can’t widely share a
Zoom link, so we are keeping a list of people who would like to receive links to upcoming online coffee
hours.
• If you have already joined one of these online coffee hours, you don’t need to do anything more; we
will automatically add your email address to the list.
• If you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and would like to be added to the list for
future Sundays, please send an email to office@genevalutheran.ch and we will gladly add you
to the list.
Administrative Assistant Away this Week
Donna Phillips will be out of the office until 10 November. Pastor Andy will monitor e-mails and
phone messages in the meantime.
Thank You for Your Generosity
While the shape of our congregation’s ministry has changed in many ways over the past months, here
are two things that have remained constant: your generosity and its importance. Members and friends
of the community have continued to support the congregation through online giving, and this support is
enabling us to continue our ministry of worship, service, and sharing God’s love at this crucial time.
Keep it up! Please give as you are able this season. Details are on our website:
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/
** Please note that the deadline for submitting USD checks in 2020 is 1 November **
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Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00
For the past several months, a group has been meeting online for Centering Prayer on a daily basis. We
are now shifting to once (or possibly twice) each week. For now, a group will meet every Thursday at
12h00 via Zoom. Here’s the link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group setting. More details
about Centering Prayer here.
Library in English Book Sale
The Library in English is currently planning to hold their annual used-book sale on Friday, Saturday
and Sunday 6-8 November, at 3 rue de Monthoux in Geneva. The staff will take all the necessary
precautions to comply with the city’s current health and safety regulations. Up-to-date information can
be found on their website: http://thelibrary.ch
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