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Welcome      
 

Prelude  Regine Kummer 

 

Opening Words  
 

Laying aside what would bind us 
and putting on the amour of light, 

we dance on freedom's shore, 

exploring what love has in store for us, 

living not from what is owed, 
but from the joy of fulfilling the highest law, 

finding meaning not in what can be bought and sold, 

but from the sharing of what has been bestowed on us in Christ Jesus. 

Even if we are only one, two or three gathered in front of a screen, 
we have the promise of Jesus to connect us, 

redirecting us from ourselves to love our neighbors 

and give glory to the divine community, the Blessed Trinity, 

one God, now and forever.   
Amen. 

 

Hymn                                                 Jesus calls us now to meet him 
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Call to Prayer 
  

Prayer of Confession 
 

Sin is all around, God of justice, God of grace. 

Your name is being misused. 

Our identity as Christian is being besmirched. 

Your word is twisted beyond recognition, 

becoming a platform from which to exclude and tarnish 
as if difference alone were cause for being barred  

like gentiles and tax collectors. 

We are not immune, nor adept, at fighting for what is right,  

and at the same time keeping hatred or disdain from overtaking us. 

What conversations would you ordain, 

so we do not talk past one another, 

but find the deeper listening that tries to understand those with whom we disagree? 

Some of us have endured the sins of others. 

Some of us have been cast out. 

Some of us have been cheated. 

Some of us have faced a persistent devaluation forcing us to prove our worth. 

Some of us can't find a place to belong. 

In such struggles how can we be free? 
 

Kyrie 
 

 
 

Teach us to pray, Christ Jesus, 

so love floods back in, 

not covering over what is wrong, 

but healing us, so we are not ruled by hurt, hate, or revenge, 

able to drink the cup of tears, which did not pass you by. 

You drink it with us, 

so we find in the shared wine a wholeness that renews. 
 

Kyrie 
 

 
 

Spirit, holy, making community out of crisis, 

forgive us all that is centered on ourselves, 

all that seeks fulfillment in other ways than the fulfillment of your law of love, 

all that tears down without building up. 

Turn us toward each other and toward you 

so even with all the sins we commit and the sins we endure,  

we serve the cause of your coming realm and rejoice in Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
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Kyrie 
 

 
 

Words of Assurance  
 

Song of Praise                                                Ogo ni fun Baba 
 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray. . . 
 

Old Testament Reading Exodus 12:1-14 
 

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you the 

beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you.  Tell the whole congregation of 

Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each 
household.  If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in 

obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it.  Your 

lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats.  

You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled congregation of 

Israel shall slaughter it at twilight.  They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two 
doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it.  They shall eat the lamb that same night; 

they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs.  Do not eat any of it 

raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs.  You shall let 

none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn.  This is 

how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and 
you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD.  For I will pass through the land of Egypt 

that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and 

animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD.  The blood shall be a 

sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague 

shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.  This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. 
You shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as 

a perpetual ordinance. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 149:1-6a 
 

Hallelujah Sing to the LORD a new song,  
God's praise in the assembly of the faithful. 

Let Israel rejoice in their maker;  

let the children of Zion be joyful in their ruler. 

Let them praise their maker's name with dancing,  
let them sing praise with tambourine and lyre. 

For the LORD takes pleasure in the people;  

and adorns the poor with victory. 

Let the faithful rejoice in triumph;  
let them sing for joy on their beds.  

Let the praises of God be in their throat.  
From Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

 

Epistle Reading  Romans 13:8-14 
 

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the 
law. The commandments, ‘You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not 

steal; You shall not covet’; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, ‘Love your 

neighbor as yourself.’ Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.  
 

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For 

salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. 

Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in 
the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling 

and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify 

its desires.  
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia    
    

 
  

Gospel Reading Matthew 18:15-20 
 

The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 18. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said,] ‘If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the 

two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if you are not 
listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the 

evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and 

if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax 
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collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about 

anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.  

 

End of the Gospel Sung         Where two or three are gathered in my name 
 

 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Alleluia 
 

 
 

Sermon  Andy Willis 
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Hymn                                                                   Jesu, Jesu   
 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   

He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father  

and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

The Passing of the Peace      
                                 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

Gathering of Gifts                                            Mede bewamo 
Transcribed by Koko Taylor with Jane Inkoom: Ghana 

 

Glory be to God. Since Jesus is with me, I am not afraid.  

King of Kings, I will proclaim your name.  
Great things you have done, Jesus. Thanks be to your name. I will praise you forever.   

 

My heart is yours; I will surrender unto you.  

King Jesus, I will surrender unto you. My heart grows closer; I will surrender unto you.   
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Prayer of Thanksgiving     
 

Let us pray: 

We don't have a new song, God of life, 
when we cannot sing together. 

Our praise rings austere when the assembly cannot assemble. 

Still, we rejoice in you, our Maker, 

and find joy in serving you. 
We celebrate your name with dancing, 

and praise you with tambourine and lyre. 
 

You have called us into the community of your Beloved, 

with love the strategy, and love the aim, 

learning to welcome, to accept, to forgive,  

to become the body of Christ, 
so that others feel welcomed, accepted, forgiven, whole. 

We become one  

in the wonder of being renewed by the love of Jesus. 

For the LORD takes pleasure in the people;  

and adorns the poor with victory. 
 

You set before us the feast of freedom, 
in which we can see beyond the bondage, toward deliverance, 

beyond the inequity, toward the common good, 

beyond the separation, toward becoming your family 

embracing strangers as though they were sisters, 

and neighbors as though they were brothers, 
lost in love, rather than in the deliberate confusions of our time. 

Let the faithful rejoice in triumph;  

let them sing for joy on their beds.  
 

The Lord's Prayer  
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Sending Prayer 
 

Benediction   
 

Announcements    
 

Closing Song                                          Bless be the tie that binds 
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Dismissal 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 
 

* * * 

 

 
Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service: 

Reader: Gladys Noko 

Prayers: Abigail Noko (with Ishmael Noko) 

Singers: Natalie Deffenbaugh, Terry MacArthur, Koko Taylor, Andy Willis 

 Videography: Ray Woodcock, Simon Petitjean 

 Flowers: Rumiko Jaussi 

 

Birthdays Noxolo Behane-Badibanga, Natalie Deffenbaugh, Terry MacArthur, Regina Sayer,  

Bruce MacArthur, Amrita Manchala, Patricia Cuyatti, Lys de Souza Neto, Sarah Dickinson,  
Dinesh Suna. 

 

 

 

 

This Week’s Schedule: 
 

 

Monday, 7 Sept. 12h00 Bible study (online) 
Wednesday, 9 Sept. 19h30 Bible study (online) 
Thursday, 11 Sept.  12h00 Centering Prayer (online) 

Sunday, 13 Sept. 11h00 Worship on Pentecost 15 (livestream) 
    12h15 Coffee hour (online) 
 

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9h00 - 17h00 
 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Congregational Retreat 20 September – PLEASE NOTE LOCATION CHANGE 
On Sunday 20 September, all are invited to a daylong congregational retreat, a day of fellowship and 

activities for all ages. We had previously planned to meet at Signal de Bougy, but the location has now 

been changed to Parc des Evaux (located in Onex)—this is a lovely outdoor space in the Geneva area 
and easily accessible by public transportation. There’s even a ropes course that kids may have a chance 

to try out during the day. 
 

We hope this can be a time to reconnect and worship together as a community in a low-risk outdoor 
environment. More information on registration will follow shortly. We hope to see you there! 

 

Church School Now in Session – Sundays at 10h00 
Following a pause over the summer months, church school is now back in session. As in the spring, 

two classes (ages 3-8, and 9 and up) will meet online each Sunday. One important change, however: 

this fall, church school will be from 10h00 until 10h45, before the worship service. Contact Chad and 

Natalie Rimmer with any questions about registration or connecting to the class. 

 

https://www.evaux.ch/
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Register Now for Confirmation Class 
We are now beginning the registration process for this year's confirmation class for teenagers. 

Confirmation is a two-year process in our congregation, including study of the Bible and essential 

topics of the Christian faith. Young people typically begin when they are 13 or 14, though there is 

plenty of room for flexibility around ages. 
 

If your son or daughter would like to participate in confirmation class this school year, please contact Andy Willis 

now. 

 

Online Coffee Hour 
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship—it's a great opportunity to connect with one 

another, and all are welcome to participate. In order to keep the space secure, we can’t widely share a 
Zoom link, so we are keeping a list of people who would like to receive links to upcoming online coffee 

hours. 

• If you have already joined one of these online coffee hours, you don’t need to do anything more; we 

will automatically add your email address to the list. 

• If you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and would like to be added to the list for 

future Sundays, please send an email to office@genevalutheran.ch and we will gladly add you 

to the list. 

 

Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00 
For the past several months, a group has been meeting online for Centering Prayer on a daily basis. We 

are now shifting to once (or possibly twice) each week. For now, a group will meet every Thursday at 

12h00 via Zoom. Here’s the link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012 
 

Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group setting. More details 

about Centering Prayer here. 

 

Thank You for Your Generosity 
While the shape of our congregation’s ministry has changed in many ways over the past months, here 

are two things that have remained constant: your generosity and its importance. Members and friends 

of the congregation have continued to support the congregation through online giving, and this support 

is enabling us to continue our ministry of worship, service, and sharing God’s love at this crucial time. 
Keep it up! Please give as you are able this season. Details are on our website: 

https://genevalutheran.church/giving/ 

 

mailto:office@genevalutheran.ch
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-method/
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/

