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Welcome      
 

Prelude  Zerbo Mamadou 
from Burkina Faso 

 
 

Opening Words  
 

Someone is reaching out a hand 
catching those who are falling. 
Someone is hearing in the earthquake a searching sound, 
speaking more deeply than words the way forward. 
Someone gently commands, "Don't be afraid," 
and its authority gives us grace to dare. 
Someone sighs, almost outside our awareness, "You need not fear," 
and for a moment our cares subside. 
Someone arrives with beautiful feet to announce good news, 
and we find ourselves washed in the streams that make glad the city of God. 
Someone is praising the Blessed Trinity, 
Someone is calling on the name of the Lord, 
Someone is discovering the Word come near, 
Someone is filled with the Spirit flowing over with love. 
 

Hymn                                              Dear God, embracing humankind 
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Verses 3 and 4 are sung by the small choir, music by Charles Ives, USA 
 

3. O sabbath rest by Galilee, O calm of hills above,  
where Jesus knelt to share with thee the silence of eternity, interpreted by love!  

 
4. Drop thy still dews of quietness, till all our strivings cease;  

take from our souls the strain and stress, and let our ordered lives confess  
the beauty of thy peace.  

 

 
 

Call to Prayer 
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

God our refuge and strength, 
when we drown in ourselves as if we were all that mattered, 
when our longings become lists of wants that leave aside what others need, 
when we hear only ourselves and fail to discern your word claiming us, 
forgive us, save us 
so the foaming waters become streams of righteousness 
that wash over us with your grace. 

  

Sung Response                                            Ya Qudsa ruhl-Lah verse 1 
 

 
 

When our hands flail in the storm,  
as if you were not there, 
as if we were left all on our own, 
as if we were more fear than faith, 
open our ears to hear your voice 
and our fingers to feel the strength with which you reach toward us. 
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Sung Response                                            Ya Qudsa ruhl-Lah verse 1 
 

 
 

When we are fixed on the desolations, 
and the problems ahead of us seem to have few answers, 
When grumbling grinds down thanksgiving 
and bitterness threatens torrents of despair, 
save us with your very present help 
so that we find the stillness of eternity, 
loving us, loving the whole world into your peace, 
through Jesus Christ. 

 

Sung Response                                            Ya Qudsa ruhl-Lah verse 2 
 

 
 

Words of Grace 
 

Hymn of Praise                                                 Tout est fait 
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Prayer of the Day 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. . . 

 

Old Testament Reading  I Kings 19:9-18 
 

At that place he came to a cave, and spent the night there. Then the word of the Lord came to him, 
saying, "What are you doing here, Elijah?" He answered, "I have been very zealous for the Lord, the 
God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed 
your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away." He 
said, "Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by." Now 
there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before 
the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not 
in the earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a 
sound of sheer silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and 
stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, "What are you doing 
here, Elijah?" He answered, "I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the 
Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the 
sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away." Then the Lord said to him, 
"Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael 
as king over Aram. Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall 
anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. Whoever escapes from the 
sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. Yet I 
will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that 
has not kissed him."  

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 46 
 

God is our refuge and strength, 
a very present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, 
though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea;  
though its waters roar and foam, 
though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
God is our refuge and strength, 
a very present help in trouble. 
 
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
the holy habitation of the Most High.  
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; 
God will help it when the morning dawns.  
The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; 
God speaks and the earth melts away.  
The Lord of hosts is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our refuge. 
 
Come, behold the works of the Lord; 
see what desolations God has brought on the earth.  
Behold the one who makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear; 
who burns the shields with fire. 
The Lord of hosts is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our refuge. 
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‘Be still, and know that I am God! 
I am exalted among the nations, 
I am exalted in the earth.’  
The Lord of hosts is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

 

Epistle Reading Romans 10:5-15 
 

Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that ‘the person who does these 
things will live by them.’ But the righteousness that comes from faith says, ‘Do not say in your heart, 
“Who will ascend into heaven?”’ (that is, to bring Christ down) ‘or “Who will descend into the 
abyss?”’ (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it say? ‘The word is near you, on 
your lips and in your heart’ (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because if you confess with 
your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved. For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is 
saved. The scripture says, ‘No one who believes in him will be put to shame.’  
 
For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to 
all who call on him. For, ‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ But how are 
they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom 
they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? And how are 
they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who 
bring good news!’  

 

This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia                                                            Alleluia Amen 
 

 
  

Gospel Reading  Matthew 14:22-33 
 

The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 14. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Immediately [Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he 
dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself 
to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, 
was far from the land, for the wind was against them. And early in the morning he came walking 
toward them on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, 
saying, ‘It is a ghost!’ And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, 
‘Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.’ Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, command me to come 
to you on the water.’ He said, ‘Come.’ So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, 
and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning 
to sink, he cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’ Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, 
saying to him, ‘You of little faith, why did you doubt?’ When they got into the boat, the wind 
ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’  

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Alleluia 

 
 

Sermon  The Rev. Dr. Wesley Ariarajah 
 

Hymn                                                   My life flows on in endless song 
 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father  
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.    Amen 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

The Passing of the Peace                                     Salamun 
 

 
 
Gathering of Gifts                                      Zerbo Mamadou 

from Burkina Faso 



 

7 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving     
 

Let us pray: 
God in the midst of the storm, God in the silence, 
we thank you that you are as near as your word in our hearts, 
as familiar as the song we repeatedly sing in the dark, 
as strong as the bonds of love holding us together.  
Therefore, we will not fear, for you are our refuge and our strength. 

 

We bless you for the breath of life, 
the streams of mercy that wash us free, 
the dreams that lead us beyond ourselves  
to see what you would have us be. 
The earth changes, the waters roar and foam, the mountains tremble,  
but you are our present help. 

 

We praise you 
and behold the one 
who can make wars cease 
who can use human skill to break a virus, 
who can shatter the power of riches and greed. 
You are with us, God of hosts, 
God, exalted in all the earth, 
God, lifted high so that your saving love is spread abroad 
and everyone who calls upon your name is saved in Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 

The Lord's Prayer  
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.   Amen. 

 

Sending Prayer 
 

Benediction   
 

Announcements    
 

Closing Song                                                       Mun gode  
 

 
 
Dismissal 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude  Zerbo Mamadou 

from Burkina Faso 
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* * * 
 
Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service: 

Reader: Julienne Munyaneza 
Prayers: Dirk Lang 
Singers: Jonathan Frerichs, Marian Frerichs, Natalie Deffenbaugh, Terry MacArthur, Koko Taylor 

 Videography: Ray Woodcock, Simon Petitjean 
 Flowers: Maryssa Mapanao-Camaddo 
 

Birthdays Jonas Finger, Dave Lyon, Matthew Martin, Nala Achab, Colin Forman,  
Penuel Kiondo Zanetti, Christian Oertel, Maryssa Mapanao-Camaddo, Nzoia Fieldsend, Dirk Lange. 
 
Anniversaries Lina Jasutiene & Grazvydas Jasutis. 
 
This Week’s Schedule: 
 

 

Monday, 10 August 12h00 Bible study (online) 
Wednesday, 12 August 19h30 Bible study (online) 
Thursday, 13 August  12h00 Centering Prayer (online) 
Sunday, 16 August 11h00 Worship on Pentecost 9 (livestream) 
    12h15 Coffee hour (online) 
 

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9h00 - 17h00 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Summer Bible Study – 1 Thessalonians 
A summer Bible study group is meeting weekly from mid-July through August online, via Zoom. We 
are studying Paul's first letter to the Thessalonians—likely the first of the New Testament books to be 
written. Are you interested in joining? Contact the church office. 
 
Online Coffee Hour 
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship--it's a great opportunity to connect with one 
another, and all are welcome to participate. In order to keep the space secure, we can’t widely share a 
Zoom link, so we are keeping a list of people who would like to receive links to upcoming online coffee 
hours. 

• If you have already joined one of these online coffee hours, you don’t need to do anything more; we 
will automatically add your email address to the list. 

• If you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and would like to be added to the list for 
future Sundays, please send an email to office@genevalutheran.ch and we will gladly add you 
to the list. 

 
Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00 
For the past several months, a group has been meeting online for Centering Prayer on a daily basis. We 
are now shifting to once (or possibly twice) each week. For now, a group will meet every Thursday at 
12h00 via Zoom. Here’s the link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012 
 

Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group setting. More details 
about Centering Prayer here: https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-1 
 
Andy on vacation: 3 – 16 August 
From 3-16 August, Andy Willis will be on vacation. The church office will remain open during this 
time. For pastoral concerns, please contact Terry MacArthur at 079 652 32 96 or 
tmacarthur@bluewin.ch 
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Thank You for Your Generosity 
While the shape of our congregation’s ministry has changed in many ways over the past months, here 
are two things that have remained constant: your generosity and its importance. Members and friends 
of the congregation have continued to support the congregation through online giving, and this support 
is enabling us to continue our ministry of worship, service, and sharing God’s love at this crucial time. 
Keep it up! Please give as you are able this season. Details are on our website: 
 

https://genevalutheran.church/giving/ 
 


