
 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva 
English-Speaking Congregation 

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland 
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89          

Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch       office@genevalutheran.ch        www.genevalutheran.ch  

 
Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis    Organist: Regine Kummer 

Ministers of Music: Terry MacArthur, Koko Taylor 

 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost + 30 August, 2020 

 
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Benin, Ivory Coast, Togo 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Welcome      
 

Prelude  Regine Kummer 

 

Opening Words  
 

Marked by genuine love, 

blazing in us like a fire we can't control, 

calling to us from a silence, suddenly holy, evocating our names, 

crackling with mysteries demanding we take off our shoes, and take up our cross, 

whispering from the flames the great name, "I am who I am," 

we are formed by genuine Love, 

in flesh, dwelling among us, denying self, dying, rising, 

not overcome by evil, but overcoming evil with good, 

setting us free to worship with our whole lives, the Blessed Trinity,  

one God, now and forever. 
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Hymn                                              O God, your love's undying flame 
 

 
 

Call to Prayer Romans 12:9-21 
 

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual 

affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the 
Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the 

saints; extend hospitality to strangers. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 

Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do 

not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay 

anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it 
depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the 

wrath of God; for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.’ No, ‘if your enemies 

are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will 

heap burning coals on their heads.’ Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

God, whose love overflows, 
unfortunately, ours doesn't, 

at least, not like yours, 

and we usually don't know how to get there. 
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Kyrie 
 

 
 

Heal the wounds that keep us picking at our own scabs,  
unaware of your presence calling us, that we might anoint others with blessing. 

Release us from the angers that circle our minds like vultures, 

picking away at scraps of empathy and understanding. 

Forgive us the self-attention that devours itself and leaves us aching, 

distracting us from others and from you. 
 

Kyrie 
 

 
 

Open our eyes to see as you see, 

to be pulled into the mystery where even trees speak and fires no longer consume us, 

where we hear our name 

and start again with you, 

Love overflowing, Love embodied, Love alive. Amen.  
 

Kyrie 
 

 
 

Words of Assurance  
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Song of Praise                                           O ndamm a hela Roog 
 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. . . 
 

Old Testament Reading Exodus 3:1-15 
 

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond 

the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.  There the angel of the LORD appeared 

to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not 

consumed.  Then Moses said, "I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is 
not burned up."  When the LORD saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the 

bush, "Moses, Moses!" And he said, "Here I am."  Then he said, "Come no closer! Remove the 

sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground."  He said further, "I 

am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." And 

Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.   
 

Then the LORD said, "I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their 

cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come down to 
deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a 

land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the 

Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.  The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also 

seen how the Egyptians oppress them.  So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the 

Israelites, out of Egypt."  But Moses said to God, "Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring 
the Israelites out of Egypt?"  He said, "I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I 

who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this 

mountain."   
 

But Moses said to God, "If I come to the Israelites and say to them, 'The God of your ancestors has 

sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' what shall I say to them?"  God said to Moses, 

"I AM WHO I AM."  He said further, "Thus you shall say to the Israelites, 'I AM has sent me to 
you.'"  God also said to Moses, "Thus you shall say to the Israelites, 'The LORD, the God of your 
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ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you': This is 
my name forever, and this my title for all generations. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b 
 

Give thanks to the LORD, and call upon God's name,  

make known the deeds of the Lord among the peoples. 

Sing to the LORD, sing praises,  
and speak of all God's wonderful works. 

Glory in God's holy name;  

let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 

Search for the strength of the LORD,  
continually seek God's face. 

Remember the marvels God has done,  

the wonders, and the judgments of God's mouth. 

O offspring of Abraham, God's servant  
O children of Jacob, God's chosen ones. 

Israel came into Egypt, 

and Jacob became a sojourner in the land of Ham. 

The LORD made the people of Israel very fruitful,  
more numerous than their enemies, 

whose hearts God turned so that they hated God's people,  

and dealt unjustly with the servants of God. 

God sent as servant, Moses; and Aaron, as a chosen one. 

Praise the LORD! 
From Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

 
Alleluia    
    

 
  

Gospel Reading Matthew 16:21-28 
 

The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 16. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great 
suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day 

be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, ‘God forbid it, Lord! This 

must never happen to you.’ But he turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You are a 

stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.’  
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Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and 
take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who 

lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but 

forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? ‘For the Son of Man is to come with 

his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. Truly I 

tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man 
coming in his kingdom.’  

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Alleluia 
 

 
 

Sermon  Andy Willis 
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Hymn                                                      A bush bursts into flame 
 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   

He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father  

and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

The Passing of the Peace      
                                 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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Gathering of Gifts                               Earth's crammed with heaven 
Words by Elizabeth Barrett Browning.   Music by Terry MacArthur 

    

Nothing’s small! 

No lily-muffled hum of a summer-bee, 

But finds some coupling with the spinning stars; 
No pebble at your foot, but proves a sphere; 

No chaffinch, but implies the cherubim; 

And (glancing on my own thin, veinèd wrist), 

In such a little tremor of the blood 
The whole strong clamour of a vehement soul 

Doth utter itself distinct. Earth’s crammed with heaven, 

And every common bush afire with God; 
But only he who sees, takes off his shoes, 

The rest sit round it and pluck blackberries. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving     
 

Let us pray: 

We make known your deeds among the peoples, gracious God, 
not just that you have understood our cry 

but that you opened our hearts to hear your call to life. 

We sing to you, and speak of all your wonderful works. 
 

You make us holy, 

regardless of the bonds we struggle to shake 

or the shame we are unable to name. 
You look beyond all human measures 

to treasure each one of us, 

drawing us into your family 

with genuine love, blessing us as we bless others. 

We continually seek your face and make known your deeds among us. 
 

You heal us from the struggle to seize life 

as if it were ours for the taking, 
to follow your Beloved,  

who leads us into that losing where life rises in us as a priceless gift 

and we find ourselves barefoot, but standing on ground suddenly hallowed. 

In seeking you, our hearts rejoice. 
 

Even if we are sitting in front of computers or phones 

and see no fiery bush, nor hear any celestial voice, 
still you are with us, God of all time, 

in word and spirit. 

Fill us with the sound of your name 

so we answer your claim upon us, 

choosing to lose ourselves in the love of your Beloved, Christ Jesus, 
by whose Spirit we are lifted up and made new this day, every day.    

Glory in the name of the Blessed Trinity, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

The Lord's Prayer  
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Sending Prayer 
 

Benediction   
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Announcements    
 

Closing Song                                  When I survey the wondrous cross 
 
 

 
 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 

 

* * * 

 

 
Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service: 

Reader: Aleida Auld 

Prayers: Kristín Tómasdóttir and Heidi Árnadóttir 

Singers: Natalie Deffenbaugh, Terry MacArthur, Koko Taylor, Andy Willis 

 Videography: Ray Woodcock, Simon Petitjean 

 Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation 

 

Birthdays Natalia Nahra, Lelde Kupce, Mila Kupce. 

 

Anniversaries Kasia Derlicka-Rosenbauer & Oliver Rosenbauer; Christine Sigwart-Sartorius &  

Ulrich Sigwart; Elieshi & Ndeoya Mungure; Phyllis & Joseph Brewah; Yodith & Samuel Chambron; 
Elisabeth & Christoph Benn. 

 

This Week’s Schedule: 
 

 

Monday, 31 August 12h00 Bible study (online) 
Wednesday, 2 Sept. 19h30 Bible study (online) 

Thursday, 3 Sept.  12h00 Centering Prayer (online) 
    12h00 Worship committee (church garden) 
Sunday, 6 Sept. 11h00 Worship on Pentecost 14 (livestream) 

    12h15 Coffee hour (online) 
 

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9h00 - 17h00 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Save the Date – Congregational Retreat 20 September 
On Sunday 20 September, all are invited to a daylong congregational retreat at Signal de Bougy. Plan 
for a day of activities for all ages in a beautiful setting in the Jura Mountains. We hope this can be a 

time to reconnect and worship together as a community in a low-risk outdoor environment. More 

information will follow shortly. We hope to see you there! 

 

Church School Resumes Next Sunday – 6 September, 10h00 
Following a pause over the summer months, church school will resume next Sunday, 6 September. As 

in the spring, two classes (ages 3-8, and 9 and up) will meet online each Sunday. One important 

change, however: starting next week, church school will be from 10h00 until 10h45, before the worship 
service. Contact Chad and Natalie Rimmer with any questions about registration or connecting to the 

class. 

 

Register Now for Confirmation Class 
We are now beginning the registration process for this year's confirmation class for teenagers. 

Confirmation is a two-year process in our congregation, including study of the Bible and essential 

topics of the Christian faith. Young people typically begin when they are 13 or 14, though there is 

plenty of room for flexibility around ages. 
 

If your son or daughter would like to participate in confirmation class this school year, please contact Andy Willis 

now. 

 

Summer Bible Study – 1 Thessalonians 
A summer Bible study group is meeting weekly from mid-July through August online, via Zoom. We 

are studying Paul's first letter to the Thessalonians. Contact the church office or Andy Willis for 

information on joining. 
 

Online Coffee Hour 
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship—it's a great opportunity to connect with one 

another, and all are welcome to participate. In order to keep the space secure, we can’t widely share a 
Zoom link, so we are keeping a list of people who would like to receive links to upcoming online coffee 

hours. 

• If you have already joined one of these online coffee hours, you don’t need to do anything more; we 

will automatically add your email address to the list. 

• If you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and would like to be added to the list for 

future Sundays, please send an email to office@genevalutheran.ch and we will gladly add you 

to the list. 

 

Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00 
For the past several months, a group has been meeting online for Centering Prayer on a daily basis. We 

are now shifting to once (or possibly twice) each week. For now, a group will meet every Thursday at 

12h00 via Zoom. Here’s the link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012 
 

Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group setting. More details 

about Centering Prayer here. 

 

Thank You for Your Generosity 
While the shape of our congregation’s ministry has changed in many ways over the past months, here 

are two things that have remained constant: your generosity and its importance. Members and friends 

of the congregation have continued to support the congregation through online giving, and this support 

is enabling us to continue our ministry of worship, service, and sharing God’s love at this crucial time. 
Keep it up! Please give as you are able this season. Details are on our website: 

https://genevalutheran.church/giving/ 

 

http://www.signaldebougy.ch/
mailto:office@genevalutheran.ch
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-method/
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/

