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Welcome      
 

Prelude  Regine Kummer 
 

Opening Words  
 

We enter the interplay of God's grace and our times, 

the remembrance of God's gifts, alongside the difficulties we now face. 

Isaiah's call for the thirsty to come and drink 

 clashes with guidance that we stay at home and drink from the tap. 

Christ's promise of bread for a crowd 

runs afoul of directives that no food may be shared. 

The table spread wide that all may feast 

meets the need for a mask to protect others from our germs. 

Although we may feel isolated and alone this morning, 

still we hear the gracious invitation, and know that living water is at hand. 

The ability to pass a loaf of bread among us may be far off, 

but the Bread of Life is as close as a page, as vibrant as a song. 

 

Hymn                                                   Break, thou the bread of life 
 

 
 

Psalm 145:8-9, 15-22 
 

The Lord is gracious and merciful,  

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  

The Lord is good to all,  

and God’s compassion is over all that God has made.  

The eyes of all look to you,  

and you give them their food in due season.  

You open your hand,  
satisfying the desire of every living thing.  
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God is just in all God’s ways,  
and kind in all God’s doings.  

God is near to all who call,  

to all who call on God in truth.  

God fulfills the desire of all who fear God;  
God also hears their cry, and saves them.  

God watches over all who love God,  

but all the wicked God will destroy.  

My mouth will speak the praise of the Lord,  
and all flesh will bless God’s holy name forever and ever.  

 

Call to Prayer 
 

Prayer of Confession 
 

God, whose justice is compassionate 

and whose compassion is just, 
whatever brokenness that searches for what does not satisfy, 

heal. 

Whatever keeps being lost, defeating us, pulling us from what we would say we value, 

forgive. 

Whatever has become hardened or unbending,  

transform. 
 

When we would see scarcity and become afraid, 

draw us into your realm where all are fed. 

When we would bank our security with locks and gates, 
open us to the water of life streaming over us, as if we were being flooded with thanks. 

When we would separate ourselves and cast others aside, 

upturn scorn into smiles that receive what we don't understand, 

your grace, your mercy, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, 

filling us with grace, mercy, an expanding patience, the love you command 

through the gift of your Spirit in Jesus Christ. Amen. 
  

Sung Response                                                    Jamée ma 
 

 
 

Words of Grace 
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Hymn of Praise                                                 Tout est fait 
 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. . . 
 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 55:1-5 
 

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why do you spend your money for 
that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and 

eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so 

that you may live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 

See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. See, you shall 

call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the 
Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.  

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Sung Response                                    Come to me, all pilgrims thirsty 
 

 

 

Epistle Reading Romans 9:1-5 
 

I am speaking the truth in Christ--I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit--I 

have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.  For I could wish that I myself were accursed 

and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred according to the flesh.  They are 

Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the 
worship, and the promises; to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, 

comes the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia                                                            Alleluia Amen 
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Gospel Reading  Matthew 14:13-21 
 

The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 14. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But 
when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. When he went ashore, he saw 

a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. When it was evening, the 

disciples came to him and said, ‘This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds 

away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.’ Jesus said to them, ‘They 

need not go away; you give them something to eat.’ They replied, ‘We have nothing here but five 
loaves and two fish.’ And he said, ‘Bring them here to me.’ Then he ordered the crowds to sit down 

on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke 

the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And all ate 

and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And 

those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.  
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Alleluia 

 
 

Sermon  Andy Willis 

 

Hymn                                                Let us talents and tongues employ 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   

He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father  

and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

The Peace 
 

The peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Gathering of Gifts                                     Ba ni ngyeti Ba Yawe 
 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving     
 

Let us pray: 

God, multiplying love 
we thank you for every smile that uplifts the spirit, 

for every song that carries us along, 

for every beat that resonates in our hearts and leads us into your dance. 

You are gracious and merciful. 

 

Bless every sandwich prepared with love enough to feed a crowd, 

even as you bless every person who comes to receive it tomorrow. 

May they have some taste of the water of life, which you offer without money or price. 
Your compassion is over all that you have made. 

 

You have opened your hand so that we need not chase after that which does not satisfy, 

but receive from you what we did not expect, 

your presence holding us in both the best and worst of times, 
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breathing into us life. 
You are near to all who call. 

Our mouths speak your praise 

and with all flesh we glorify your holy name forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

The Lord's Prayer  
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.   Amen. 
 

Sending Prayer 
 

Benediction   
 

Announcements    
 

Closing Song                                                       Mun gode  
 

 
 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 

* * * 

 
Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service: 

Reader: Ileana Santamaria 

Prayers: Grete Willis 

Singers: Rena Igarashi, Terry MacArthur, Koko Taylor, Andy Willis 

 Videography: Ray Woodcock, Simon Petitjean 

 Flowers: Maryssa Mapanao-Camaddo 
 

Birthdays Anita Kubel, Kitty Menezes, Lazaro de Souza Neto, Samuel Mungure, Oliver Prove,  

Hiromi Yano, Elísabet Arnadóttir. 

 

Anniversaries Sarah & Patrick Fleury; Nyambura Njoroge & Njoroge Njuguna; Violet & Jackson 

Sempele. 

 

This Week’s Schedule: 
 

 

Monday, 3 August 12h00 Bible study (online) 

Wednesday, 5 August 19h30 Bible study (online) 
Thursday, 6 August  12h00 Centering Prayer (online) 
Sunday, 9 August 11h00 Worship on Pentecost 9 (livestream) 
    12h15 Coffee hour (online) 
 

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9h00 - 17h00 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

In-Person Gathering – Next Sunday, 9 August, 13h00 
On Sunday, 9 August, there will be an outdoor gathering after the live-streamed worship service. As 
with the previous gatherings, this event will take place from 13h00 until about 14h00 on the grounds of 

the John Knox Center in Grand-Saconnex. We'll spread out on the lawn using blankets and lawn 

chairs, and we'll sing a bit, celebrate communion, and have some time for socializing (all keeping 

appropriate social distance). 
 

It’s required that you sign up if you would like to attend. There will still be a live-streamed worship 
service that morning as usual, from 11h00 until 12h00; the in-person gathering is an optional time 

together following the main service, for anyone who would like a chance to be together in person. To 

sign up, please send an email to the church office with the names and contact information of all from 

your household who will attend: office@genevalutheran.ch 
 

Summer Bible Study – 1 Thessalonians 
A summer Bible study group is meeting weekly from mid-July through August online, via Zoom. We 

are studying Paul's first letter to the Thessalonians—likely the first of the New Testament books to be 
written. Are you interested in joining? Contact the church office. 

 

Online Coffee Hour 
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship--it's a great opportunity to connect with one 
another, and all are welcome to participate. In order to keep the space secure, we can’t widely share a 

Zoom link, so we are keeping a list of people who would like to receive links to upcoming online coffee 

hours. 

• If you have already joined one of these online coffee hours, you don’t need to do anything more; we 

will automatically add your email address to the list. 

• If you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and would like to be added to the list for 

future Sundays, please send an email to office@genevalutheran.ch and we will gladly add you 

to the list. 

 

Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00 
For the past several months, a group has been meeting online for Centering Prayer on a daily basis. We 

are now shifting to once (or possibly twice) each week. For now, a group will meet every Thursday at 

12h00 via Zoom. Here’s the link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012 
 

Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group setting. More details 

about Centering Prayer here: https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-1 

 

Andy on vacation: 3 – 16 August 
From 3-16 August, Andy Willis will be on vacation. The church office will remain open during this 

time. For pastoral concerns, please contact Terry MacArthur at 079 652 32 96 or 

tmacarthur@bluewin.ch 
 

Thank You for Your Generosity 
While the shape of our congregation’s ministry has changed in many ways over the past months, here 

are two things that have remained constant: your generosity and its importance. Members and friends 
of the congregation have continued to support the congregation through online giving, and this support 

is enabling us to continue our ministry of worship, service, and sharing God’s love at this crucial time. 

Keep it up! Please give as you are able this season. Details are on our website: 
 

https://genevalutheran.church/giving/ 
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