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Welcome
Prelude
Opening Words
Not conformed, but transformed,
not thinking of ourselves more highly than we ought,
but discerning the grace reviewing us, renewing us,
we present our bodies as a living sacrifice
unafraid to be holy, made whole, stayed on what is good and right,
following Jesus, who forms us into his body, not conformed, but transformed, transforming.
We praise the good that's seen and done in loving, giving unity,
revealing God forever one, whose nature is community.
Hymn

Call to Prayer

When minds and bodies meet as one

Prayer of Confession
God, whose unity is community,
when we are pulled apart from others,
fenced out from understanding,
walled off from seeing what is true,
guarded against reconciliation, as if it would be selling out,
transform us by the renewing of our minds,
so we find courage to break through the barriers to love.
Kyrie

When we stand at the borders of compassion
glimpsing what might be possible if we migrated beyond our fears,
if we traversed the lines that would hold us back from siding with others,
make of our bodies living sacrifices presented to you,
holy, acceptable, perfect,
able to walk with those we don't understand.
Kyrie

We do not know how to love you as we ought.
We do not love our neighbors as ourselves.
Too often, we end up lost, broken, torn, alone.
Forgive us, and remake us into your image,
so we learn to leave aside the slaveries that hold us and others bound,
to discover the deliverance of your Beloved, Jesus Christ,
our help, our hope, our healing,
the one at our side, now and always. Amen.
Kyrie

Words of Assurance
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Song of Praise

O ndamm a hela Roog

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. . .
Old Testament Reading

Exodus 1:8—2:10

Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. He said to his people, "Look, the
Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than we. Come, let us deal shrewdly with
them, or they will increase and, in the event of war, join our enemies and fight against us and escape
from the land." Therefore they set taskmasters over them to oppress them with forced labor. They
built supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. But the more they were oppressed, the more
they multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. The Egyptians
became ruthless in imposing tasks on the Israelites, and made their lives bitter with hard service in
mortar and brick and in every kind of field labor. They were ruthless in all the tasks that they
imposed on them.
The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the other
Puah, "When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, and see them on the birthstool, if it is a
boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall live." But the midwives feared God; they did not do as the
king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys live. So the king of Egypt summoned the
midwives and said to them, "Why have you done this, and allowed the boys to live?" The midwives
said to Pharaoh, "Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women; for they are
vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to them." So God dealt well with the midwives;
and the people multiplied and became very strong. And because the midwives feared God, he gave
them families. Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, "Every boy that is born to the Hebrews you
shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let every girl live."
Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. The woman conceived and
bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him three months. When she could
hide him no longer she got a papyrus basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she
put the child in it and placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river. His sister stood at a
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distance, to see what would happen to him.
The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants walked beside the
river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. When she opened it, she
saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity on him, "This must be one of the Hebrews'
children," she said. Then his sister said to Pharaoh's daughter, "Shall I go and get you a nurse from
the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?" Pharaoh's daughter said to her, "Yes." So the girl
went and called the child's mother. Pharaoh's daughter said to her, "Take this child and nurse it for
me, and I will give you your wages." So the woman took the child and nursed it. When the child
grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh's daughter, and she took him as her son. She named him
Moses, "because," she said, "I drew him out of the water."
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 124
If it had not been the LORD who was on our side -let Israel now say -if it had not been the LORD who was on our side,
when our enemies attacked us,
then they would have swallowed us up alive,
when their anger was kindled against us;
then the flood would have swept us away,
the torrent would have gone over us;
then over us would have gone the raging waters.
Blessed be the LORD, who has not given us as prey to their teeth.
We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowlers;
the snare is broken, and we have escaped.
Our help is in the name of the LORD,
who made heaven and earth.
Epistle Reading

Romans 12:1-8

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed
to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the
will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. For by the grace given to me I say to
everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with
sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body
we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are
one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ
according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the
teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the
compassionate, in cheerfulness.
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia

Gospel Reading

Matthew 16:13-20

The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 16.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people
say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon
Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him,
“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my
Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the
gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed
in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia

Sermon

Andy Willis
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Hymn

The church of Christ in every age

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Prayers of Intercession
The Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
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Gathering of Gifts

Yeesu Kristaa'm gimanaa

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Let us pray:
We give you thanks, gracious God,
for siding with the poor, the outcast, the broken,
for standing outside in judgment of the powers that control, humiliate, enslave,
for bringing inside those without family or feeling alone,
for moving sideways to try every possibility for love,
for coming along beside us as we struggle to do your will.
If it had not been that you, Lord, were on our side,
we would have been swallowed alive by selfishness and greed.
Blessed be you, Lord,
that the flood of wants has not swept us away,
that the torrents of promotions have lost their power,
that the waters constantly churning us into a numbing rage have been named so we can see around
their pollution.
If it had not been that you, Lord, were on our side,
we would have been prey to their teeth.
You are our help, Maker of heaven and earth;
your name breaks the snares set to trap us,
so we might escape what would hold us bound.
If it had not been that you, Lord, were on our side,
we would have been lost.
But you have saved us, and made us your people,
the body of Christ, for the sake of the world,
this day and ever. Amen.
The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Sending Prayer
Benediction
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Announcements
Closing Song

Mun gode

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

***

Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service:
Reader: Miriam Deffenbaugh
Prayers: Ralston Deffenbaugh
Singers: Rena Igarashi, Terry MacArthur, Koko Taylor, Andy Willis
Videography: Ray Woodcock, Simon Petitjean
Flowers: Nyambura Njoroge

Birthdays Maarten Wilbers, Phoebe Esekon, Saba Seare, Marianna Lukas, Fabián Wilches,
Philippa Bowen, Valerie Marinoni, Teresa Gmür, Isaiah Toroitich, Alessia de Chassey.

Anniversaries Sonia & Heikki Arekallio; Victoria Menezes-Miller & Mark Miller; Claudia Hutahaean
& Julien Troilo; María Lucía Uribe Torres & Paul Nilsson; Sarah & Duane Dickinson.

This Week’s Schedule:
Monday, 24 August 12h00
Wednesday, 26 August 19h30
Thursday, 27 August 12h00
Sunday, 30 August
11h00
12h15
13h15

Bible study (online)
Bible study (online)
Centering Prayer (online)
Worship on Pentecost 13 (livestream)
Coffee hour (online)
Congregation Council meeting (online)

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9h00 - 17h00

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Summer Bible Study – 1 Thessalonians
A summer Bible study group is meeting weekly from mid-July through August online, via Zoom. We
are studying Paul's first letter to the Thessalonians. Contact the church office or Andy Willis for
information on joining.

Online Coffee Hour
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship—it's a great opportunity to connect with one
another, and all are welcome to participate. In order to keep the space secure, we can’t widely share a
Zoom link, so we are keeping a list of people who would like to receive links to upcoming online coffee
hours.
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•
•

If you have already joined one of these online coffee hours, you don’t need to do anything more; we
will automatically add your email address to the list.
If you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and would like to be added to the list for
future Sundays, please send an email to office@genevalutheran.ch and we will gladly add you
to the list.

Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00
For the past several months, a group has been meeting online for Centering Prayer on a daily basis. We
are now shifting to once (or possibly twice) each week. For now, a group will meet every Thursday at
12h00 via Zoom. Here’s the link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group setting. More details
about Centering Prayer here.

Thank You for Your Generosity
While the shape of our congregation’s ministry has changed in many ways over the past months, here
are two things that have remained constant: your generosity and its importance. Members and friends
of the congregation have continued to support the congregation through online giving, and this support
is enabling us to continue our ministry of worship, service, and sharing God’s love at this crucial time.
Keep it up! Please give as you are able this season. Details are on our website:
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/
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