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Welcome
Prelude

Zerbo Mamadou
from Burkina Faso

Opening Words
Let all the peoples praise God,
all peoples.
The One who gathers the outcasts hears the prayers of all who cry.
Grace and blessing shine from God's face.
For God has imprisoned all in disobedience –
no one remains undefiled –
so that God may be merciful to all.
God's smile is not reserved for the few.
So with joy the Spirit gathers us, though we cannot meet,
and we await the day when our family can be complete,
singing the praise of the Blessed Trinity,
one God, now and ever.
Hymn

Call to Prayer

In Christ there is no east or west

Prayer of Confession
Gracious God, ever welcoming, ever merciful, putting yourself in our way,
like the older woman in front of the Coop with her hands out,
like the man sitting on the bridge with the sign, J'ai faim,
like the young adults badgering those leaving the trains in Gare Cornavin for handouts,
how would you open our eyes to see as you see, to hear the pleas as you would hear them,
to move toward some grace that we don't even dare to understand?
What healing might you have in store for us, for our world,
if more than crumbs from the table were shared,
if we saw your Beloved in the older woman with her hands out,
in the hungry man sitting on the bridge, in the youth anxious for some bread,
in the stranger at the gate, in the migrant locked in the camp?
How could we manage?
Would you really be there?
Radical Love,
forgive us when love fails, when we fail to love,
when failing we forget we are loved by you.
Forgive us when we put ourselves first,
treating others as an annoyance, a burden, a foreigner to our plans.
Heal us. Hear our cry.
Sung Response

Jamée ma

Words of Assurance
Song of Praise

We are singing
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Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. . .
Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 56:1, 6-8

Thus says the Lord: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my salvation will come, and my
deliverance be revealed. And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to minister to him, to
love the name of the Lord, and to be his servants, all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it,
and hold fast my covenant-- these I will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my
house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house
shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples. Thus says the Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of
Israel, I will gather others to them besides those already gathered.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 67
May God be gracious to us and bless us
and make God’s face to shine upon us,
that your way may be known upon earth,
your saving power among all nations.
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
Sung Response

Some man dey ask me say
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Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide the nations upon earth.
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
The earth has yielded its increase;
God, our God, has blessed us.
May God continue to bless us;
let all the ends of the earth revere God.
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
Sung Response

Some man dey ask me say

Epistle Reading

Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32

I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of
Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew.
For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Just as you were once disobedient to God but
have now received mercy because of their disobedience, so they have now been disobedient in order
that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. For God has imprisoned all in
disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia

Alleluia Amen

Gospel Reading

Matthew 15:10-28

The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 15.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Then [Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, "Listen and understand: it is not what goes
into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles." Then the
disciples approached and said to him, "Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they
heard what you said?" He answered, "Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be
uprooted. Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides
another, both will fall into a pit." But Peter said to him, "Explain this parable to us." Then he said,
"Are you also still without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters
the stomach, and goes out into the sewer? But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the
heart, and this is what defiles. For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery,
fornication, theft, false witness, slander. These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed
hands does not defile." Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just
then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me,
Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” But he did not answer her at all. And
his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” He
answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before
him, saying, “Lord, help me.” He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it
to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’
table.” Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.”
And her daughter was healed instantly.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia

Sermon

Rebecca Daniel
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Hymn

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Prayers of Intercession
The Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Gathering of Gifts

from Burkina Faso
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Zerbo Mamadou

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Let us pray:
Gracious God,
shining on us the light that dispels the darkness
and harkens us back to love,
make your way known upon earth,
and within our lives.
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
We bless you for your saving power,
that reaches to every nation,
lifting up those lacking riches or station,
caring for the stranger, the broken, those lost in frustrations beyond their control.
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
We give you thanks for every moment when we find ourselves glad,
singing for joy because of your presence,
lost in wonder at the power of your embrace,
holding us in the arms of your Beloved, Jesus Christ.
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you, this day and always.
The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements
Closing Song

Mun gode

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

from Burkina Faso
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Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service:
Reader: Jonathan Frerichs
Prayers: Fabián Wilches
Singers: Jonathan Frerichs, Marian Frerichs, Corin Jorgenson, Terry MacArthur, Koko Taylor
Videography: Ray Woodcock, Simon Petitjean
Flowers: Fulata Moyo

Birthdays Johann Moore, Judy Davis, Joe Costantino, David Naing’olah, Julia Barbe,

Annika Erickson-Pearson, Ilona Lange, Max Wilbers, Elizabeth Frodeman, Kristin Roaldseth Moyer,
Ray Woodcock.

Anniversaries Paula & Joe Costantino; Noxolo Behane-Badibanga & Thierry Badibanga;
Kate & Robert Hamilton-Smith; Rebecca Daniel & Peniel Rajkumar.

This Week’s Schedule:
Monday, 17 August 12h00
Wednesday, 19 August19h30
Thursday, 20 August 12h00
Sunday, 23 August
11h00
12h15

Bible study (online)
Bible study (online)
Centering Prayer (online)
Worship on Pentecost 9 (livestream)
Coffee hour (online)

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9h00 - 17h00

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Summer Bible Study – 1 Thessalonians

A summer Bible study group is meeting weekly from mid-July through August online, via Zoom. We
are studying Paul's first letter to the Thessalonians—likely the first of the New Testament books to be
written. Are you interested in joining? Contact the church office.

Online Coffee Hour

An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship--it's a great opportunity to connect with one
another, and all are welcome to participate. In order to keep the space secure, we can’t widely share a
Zoom link, so we are keeping a list of people who would like to receive links to upcoming online coffee
hours.
• If you have already joined one of these online coffee hours, you don’t need to do anything more; we
will automatically add your email address to the list.
• If you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and would like to be added to the list for
future Sundays, please send an email to office@genevalutheran.ch and we will gladly add you
to the list.

Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00

For the past several months, a group has been meeting online for Centering Prayer on a daily basis. We
are now shifting to once (or possibly twice) each week. For now, a group will meet every Thursday at
12h00 via Zoom. Here’s the link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group setting. More details
about Centering Prayer here: https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-1

Thank You for Your Generosity

While the shape of our congregation’s ministry has changed in many ways over the past months, here
are two things that have remained constant: your generosity and its importance. Members and friends
of the congregation have continued to support the congregation through online giving, and this support
is enabling us to continue our ministry of worship, service, and sharing God’s love at this crucial time.
Keep it up! Please give as you are able this season. Details are on our website:
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/
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