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Welcome      
 

Prelude                                          Come unto him    

from Messiah by Georg Friedrich Händel    

Soprano, Natalie Deffenbaugh 

 
Come unto Him, all ye that labor, come unto Him that are heavy laden, and He will give you rest. 

Take his yoke upon you, and learn of Him,  
for He is meek and lowly of heart, and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 

 

Opening Words  
 

Jesus calls to us, "Come to me." 

Whatever we think of ourselves, his invitation draws us in. 

Jesus calls to us, "Come to me all you who are weary." 
Ah! Someone understands the unrelenting decisions currently at hand, 

the cumulative uncertainties shifting like the sand.  

Jesus calls to us, "Come to me all you who are weary and carrying heavy burdens." 
This Messiah does not refuse traumas unhealed nor sealed up hurt still capable of contagious pain. 

Jesus calls to us, "Come to me all you who are weary and carrying heavy burdens,  

and I will give you rest." 

We are offered an unstrained integrity, 

with our doing and our willing aligned. 

Love lifts us up to learn what love can be  

from compassion's perfect body, Jesus Christ. 
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Hymn                                                     O come to me, you weary 
 

 

 

Psalm 145:8-14 
 

The Lord is gracious and merciful,  

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

The Lord is good to all,  

and God’s compassion is over all that God has made. 

All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord,  

and all your faithful shall bless you. 
 

They shall speak of the glory of your dominion,  
and tell of your power, 

to make known to all people your mighty deeds,  

and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,  
and your dominion endures throughout all generations.  

 

The Lord is faithful in all words, and gracious in all deeds. 
The Lord upholds all who are falling,  

and raises up all who are bowed down. 
 

Call to Prayer  
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Prayer 
 

Righteous God, 

Merciful God, 
what possibility do we have of loving you with our whole heart  

when we are constantly warned to put ourselves first? 

How can we love our neighbors as ourselves 

when our selves are fractured,  

at risk of flying apart under the weight of conflicting urges, desires, wants, needs? 
The burdens don't seem to get lighter. The yokes wear rough. 

We do not do what we want, what we think would be the best. 

Often we do not even know what we really want. 

You get left out.  

 

We long for your rescue, 
but we confess we would like to name the terms. 

We would leave behind the internal stresses and strains,  

if only we could be sure that it was in our interest. 

We keep hearing the invitation, "Come." 
Open our weariness to your healing arms. 

Transform our burdens by your steadfast love, 

our lack of integrity by the saving power of your Beloved, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
 

Response                                                    Tukutendereza Yesu 
 

 
 

Words of Grace 
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Hymn of Praise                                                     Utukufu 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. . . 
 

Epistle Reading Romans 7:15-25a 
 

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate.  

Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. But in fact it is no longer I that do it, 
but sin that dwells within me. For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I 

can will what is right, but I cannot do it. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want 

is what I do. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within 

me. So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. For I delight 

in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my 
mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. Wretched man that I am! 

Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!  
 

This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia                                                            Alleluia Amen 
 

 
 

Gospel Reading Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
 

The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 11. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said] “But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces 

and calling to one another, ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you 
did not mourn.’  For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the 

Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax 

collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 
 

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden 

these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such 

was your gracious will.  All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows 
the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the 

Son chooses to reveal him.   
 

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.  Take 

my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest 

for your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Alleluia 
 

Sermon  Simone Sinn 
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Hymn                                             We yearn, O Christ, for wholeness 
 

 
  

Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   

He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father  

and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.    Amen 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

The Peace 
 

The peace of Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 
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Gathering of Gifts                                      Sile zigeberelna kulu 
 

  
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Gracious and merciful God, 
even though our steps falter, we thank you for your steadfast love. 

 

When we are caught in tensions and torn by fears, 
we bless you that your compassion is over all. 

 

You sing healing and peace in the midst of our scattered lives. 

We praise you that you are slow to anger,  

gently upholding all who are falling, 

raising up all who are bowed down. 
 

We make known your power,  
rising from a cross, 

your realm leading to life,  

overcoming loss and defeating death. 
 

We give honor and glory to the Blessed Trinity, 

faithful in all words and gracious in all deeds, 

from this day and to eternity. 

  

Song                                                              Bwana awabariki 
 

 

 

The Lord's Prayer  



 

8 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.   Amen. 
 

Sending Prayer 
 

Benediction   
 

Announcements    
 

  



 

9 

Sending Song                                           Nita mwimbiya Bwana 

 
Dismissal 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
* * * 
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Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service: 

Reader: Ojot Ojulu  

Prayers: Jonathan Frerichs 

Singers:  Natalie Deffenbaugh, Njoroge Njuguna, Terry MacArthur, Koko Taylor, Andy Willis 

 Videography: Ray Woodcock, Simon Petitjean 

 Flowers: Maryssa Camaddo 
 

Birthdays Glen Mpufane, Satoru Kishii, Pia Hannewald, Debbie Kristensen, Arne Schep, Lilian Dorji, 

Ayden Magistris, Giada Magistris, Ophelia Magistris, Marc de Chassey. 
 

Anniversaries Ling & Mukhisa Kituyi; Monika & Tony Herder; Erica & Matthew Martin. 
 

This Week’s Schedule: 
 

 

Thursday, 9 July  12h00 Centering Prayer (online) 

Sunday, 12 July 11h00 Worship on Pentecost 5 (livestream) 
    12h15 Coffee hour (online) 
    13h00 Gathering at John Knox Center 
 

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9h00 - 17h00 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

In-Person Gathering – Sunday 12 July, 13h00 
On Sunday, 12 July, there will be an outdoor gathering after the live-streamed worship service. As with 

the gathering on 28 June, this event will take place from 13h00 until about 14h00 on the grounds of 
the John Knox Center in Grand-Saconnex. We'll spread out on the lawn using blankets and lawn 

chairs, and we'll sing a bit, celebrate communion, and have some time for socializing (all keeping 

appropriate social distance). 
 

It’s required that you sign up if you would like to attend. There will still be a live-streamed worship 

service that morning as usual, from 11h00 until 12h00; the in-person gathering is an optional time 
together following the main service, for anyone who would like a chance to be together in person. You 

can sign up using this form. 
 

We hope to keep repeating this model of gathering throughout the summer. Contact Andy Willis with 

any questions. 
 

Summer Bible Study 
A summer Bible study group is forming, with the intention of meeting weekly from mid-July through 

August online, via Zoom. Are you interested in joining? Contact Andy Willis this week at 
pastor@genevalutheran.ch or 079 544 70 12. 

 

Online Coffee Hour 
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship--it's a great opportunity to connect with one 
another, and all are welcome to participate. In order to keep the space secure, we can’t widely share a 

Zoom link, so we are keeping a list of people who would like to receive links to upcoming online coffee 

hours. 

• If you have already joined one of these online coffee hours, you don’t need to do anything more; we 

will automatically add your email address to the list. 

• If you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and would like to be added to the list for 

future Sundays, please send an email to office@genevalutheran.ch and we will gladly add you 

to the list. 

 

Assisting with Food Distribution 
In recent months, volunteers have been packing and distributing bags of food to thousands of people in 

https://g.page/JohnKnoxGeneva?share
https://forms.gle/8XFinbhCGZej5u986
mailto:pastor@genevalutheran.ch
mailto:office@genevalutheran.ch
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need in Geneva. The work is now taking place in various locations throughout the city. If you would 
like to volunteer to help with packing or distribution, you can contact the organization Colis du Coeur 

through their Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/colisducoeur/ 

 

Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00 
For the past several months, a group has been meeting online for Centering Prayer on a daily basis. We 

are now shifting to once (or possibly twice) each week. For now, a group will meet every Thursday at 

12h00 via Zoom. Here’s the link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012 
 

Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group setting. More details 

about Centering Prayer here: https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-1 

 

Weekly Devotions 
Judy Davis and Nina Kiderlin have been producing a weekly devotional for the past couple of months, 

offering reflections and practical ideas for carrying themes from Sunday worship into the week. These 

devotions are sent out with our weekly church email. If you do not currently receive the weekly email 

and would like to be added to the list, please contact the church office: office@genevalutheran.ch 

 

Congratulations to our Intern, Josh Menke 
Our former intern, Josh Menke, was ordained as a minister of Word and Sacrament in the ELCA this 

past Thursday. In case you weren’t able to tune in for the service live, it is available to view here. 
Greetings can be sent to Josh at:  

4217 Spring Meadow Ln 

Flower Mound, TX 75028 
USA 

 

Tuesday – BELK Prayer Service on Zoom 
This Tuesday evening, 7 July, at 20h00, BELK churches are holding a common service of evening 
prayer on Zoom. The service will be largely in German but will include prayers in other languages 

(including English) as well. A link to join the service will be sent out by email this week—all are 

welcome to join. 

 

Your Giving – Supporting Others 
This past month, our church made contributions from the sharing fund to four organizations doing 

important work in this uncertain time. 

• Colis du Coeur, Geneva (Chf 2,500) – This organization has been at the center of collecting and 

distributing food and hygiene products to families affected by the pandemic in Geneva. 

• Centre Social Protestant, Geneva (Chf 2,500) – CSP provides social assistance in a variety of ways 

to persons in need.  

• Lutheran World Federation, Department for World Service (Chf 5,000) – Our donation will be used 

by the Department for World Service in their efforts to mitigate the effects of COVID-19 in 

refugee camps, protecting vulnerable communities and staff. 

• Mekane Yesus Seminary, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (Chf 4,000) – Our congregation supports MYS as a 

ministry partner, providing an annual contribution that is used for student scholarships. In 

addition, our congregation provided Chf 1,000 this year to assist in mitigating the effects of the 
pandemic on the seminary community. 

 

Thank You for Your Generosity 
While the shape of our congregation’s ministry has changed in many ways over the past months, here 
are two things that have remained constant: your generosity and its importance. Members and friends 

of the congregation have continued to support the congregation through online giving, and this support 

is enabling us to continue our ministry of worship, service, and sharing God’s love at this crucial time. 

Keep it up! Please give as you are able this season. Details are on our website: 
 

https://genevalutheran.church/giving/ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/colisducoeur/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-1
mailto:office@genevalutheran.ch
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=292861395385626
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/

