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Welcome
Prelude

Variations on Wonderful words of life

Opening Words
Even while a virus threatens to upend the future
and make uncertain every plan,
we are learning to walk in the Spirit, which is life and peace.
When our internet history sums up what makes us click,
we listen for the Word that sows within us God's possibilities.
In an age of rage—the comments cutting, the fingers pointed,
the judgment more rapid than righteous,
we are claimed by Christ, in whom there is no condemnation.
So we awaken to the grace given rather than the fear aroused,
and from wherever we are housed, we praise the Blessed Trinity, whose love sets us free.
Hymn

Call to Prayer

Wonderful words of life

Terry MacArthur

Prayer
God, whose giving outweighs our sinning,
when we feel more measured than treasured,
more held to account than counted as your child,
more scolded for our failures than molded by your love,
re-introduce us to your grace.
We know all too well the falling short,
the marks missed,
the chances left aside or lost.
Re-form us with a holy wholeness
that pulls the parts together,
so our lives flow from your mending mercy
rather than from the pieces broken and alone.
Forgive us when we forget we live by your Spirit
and are drawn to the patterns of sin and death.
Train us in the love that does not need to condemn,
so our lives do not return to you empty,
but accomplish that which you purpose,
through Jesus Christ. Amen.
Response

Tukutendereza Yesu

Words of Grace
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Hymn of Praise

Utukufu

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. . .
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Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 55:10-13

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they have
watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall
accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
Singing a Verse of the Text

You shall go out with joy

Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it
shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Epistle Reading

Romans 8:1-11

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit
of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done what the
law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and
to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might be
fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live
according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the
Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the
mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to
God; it does not submit to God's law--indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please
God. But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you,
though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him
who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to
your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia

Alleluia Amen

Gospel Reading

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 13.
Glory to you, O Lord.
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered
around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he
told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed,
some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground,
where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But
when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other
seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and
brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!”
"Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was
sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and
immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and
when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As
for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and
the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this
is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty."
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia
Sermon

Andy Willis
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Hymn

Loving Spirit, loving Spirit

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Prayers of Intercession
The Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Gathering of Gifts

Sile zigeberelna kulu
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

from Psalm 65

Let us pray:
Praise is due to you, O God, in all places;
and to you shall vows be performed,
O you who answer prayer!
To you all flesh shall come.
When deeds of iniquity overwhelm us,
you forgive our transgressions.
By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance, O God of our salvation;
you are the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas.
By your strength you established the mountains;
you are girded with might.
You silence the roaring of the seas,
the roaring of their waves, the tumult of the peoples.
Those who live at earth’s farthest bounds are awed by your signs;
you make the gateways of the morning and the evening shout for joy.
You visit the earth and water it, you greatly enrich it;
the river of God is full of water;
you provide the people with grain,
for so you have prepared it.
You water its furrows abundantly, settling its ridges,
softening it with showers, and blessing its growth.
The pastures of the wilderness overflow,
the hills gird themselves with joy,
the meadows clothe themselves with flocks,
the valleys deck themselves with grain,
they shout and sing together for joy.
Song

You shall go out with joy
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The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements
Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

***

Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service:
Reader: Solomon Tesfay
Prayers: Dinesh Suna
Singers: Terry MacArthur, Njorge Njuguna, Koko Taylor, Andy Willis
Videography: Ray Woodcock, Simon Petitjean
Flowers: Nyambura Njoroge

Birthdays Irene Mungure, Tony Herder, Paul Herder, Niklas Wendenburg, Corin Jorgenson,
Geoffrey Schmale, Martha Herder, Brigitte Woodcock.

This Week’s Schedule:
Thursday, 16 July
Sunday, 19 July

12h00 Centering Prayer (online)
11h00 Worship on Pentecost 7 (livestream)
12h15 Coffee hour (online)

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9h00 - 17h00

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Summer Bible Study
A summer Bible study group is forming, with the intention of meeting weekly from mid-July through
August online, via Zoom. Are you interested in joining? Contact Andy Willis this week at
pastor@genevalutheran.ch or 079 544 70 12.

Online Coffee Hour
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship--it's a great opportunity to connect with one
another, and all are welcome to participate. In order to keep the space secure, we can’t widely share a
Zoom link, so we are keeping a list of people who would like to receive links to upcoming online coffee
hours.
• If you have already joined one of these online coffee hours, you don’t need to do anything more; we
will automatically add your email address to the list.
• If you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and would like to be added to the list for
future Sundays, please send an email to office@genevalutheran.ch and we will gladly add you
to the list.
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Assisting with Food Distribution
In recent months, volunteers have been packing and distributing bags of food to thousands of people in
need in Geneva. The work is now taking place in various locations throughout the city. If you would
like to volunteer to help with packing or distribution, you can contact the organization Colis du Coeur
through their Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/colisducoeur/

Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00
For the past several months, a group has been meeting online for Centering Prayer on a daily basis. We
are now shifting to once (or possibly twice) each week. For now, a group will meet every Thursday at
12h00 via Zoom. Here’s the link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group setting. More details
about Centering Prayer here: https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-1

Weekly Devotions
Judy Davis and Nina Kiderlin have been producing a weekly devotional for the past couple of months,
offering reflections and practical ideas for carrying themes from Sunday worship into the week. These
devotions are sent out with our weekly church email. If you do not currently receive the weekly email
and would like to be added to the list, please contact the church office: office@genevalutheran.ch

Your Giving – Supporting Others
This past month, our church made contributions from the sharing fund to four organizations doing
important work in this uncertain time.
• Colis du Coeur, Geneva (Chf 2,500) – This organization has been at the center of collecting and
distributing food and hygiene products to families affected by the pandemic in Geneva.
• Centre Social Protestant, Geneva (Chf 2,500) – CSP provides social assistance in a variety of ways
to persons in need.
• Lutheran World Federation, Department for World Service (Chf 5,000) – Our donation will be used
by the Department for World Service in their efforts to mitigate the effects of COVID-19 in
refugee camps, protecting vulnerable communities and staff.
• Mekane Yesus Seminary, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (Chf 4,000) – Our congregation supports MYS as a
ministry partner, providing an annual contribution that is used for student scholarships. In
addition, our congregation provided Chf 1,000 this year to assist in mitigating the effects of the
pandemic on the seminary community.

Thank You for Your Generosity
While the shape of our congregation’s ministry has changed in many ways over the past months, here
are two things that have remained constant: your generosity and its importance. Members and friends
of the congregation have continued to support the congregation through online giving, and this support
is enabling us to continue our ministry of worship, service, and sharing God’s love at this crucial time.
Keep it up! Please give as you are able this season. Details are on our website:
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/
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