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Refugee Sunday
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Welcome
Prelude
Opening Words
N.N., lost in the Mediterranean Sea, no longer struggles with the waves,
but she cries from the deeps, "Have mercy on me, Lord.”
N.N., frozen to death in the back of a truck, no longer sits as if frozen to avoid detection,
but we hear the faint whispers calling for someone to bring a little water and a morsel of bread.
N.N., no name, another in the long list of N.N.'s,
but some father gave him a name, some mother used that name to get his attention,
some family waits in the long, unbearable silence, not knowing whether or not he has become N.N.
We worship in the company of the multitudes of N.N.'s,
remembering the washed up, the locked in, the fenced out.
We follow Jesus, the Christ with open arms,
beckoning, 'Come to me, all who are weary and heavy-laden,'
blessing the children that others would turn away,
learning from strangers,
dying for N.N.,
raised up that all the N.N.'s might live free.
Hymn

There's a wideness in God's mercy

Call to Prayer
Prayer
Let us pray:
God of the least and the lost,
we remember N.N., a woman 47 years old from Iraq, who died of unknown medical causes in the
Vial refugee camp on the island of Chios, Greece, April 18.
N.N.: one drowned, 8 missing, men from the Middle East when their boat capsized in the Danube
River crossing from Romania into Serbia on April 17.
N.N., a 16-year-old Afghan boy, who died on April 8, from a stab wound after a fight in the Moria
camp on Lesbos, Greece.
N.N., a girl of 6, of unknown origin, who died of a fire in a container in the Moria camp on 16th of
March.
N.N.: 2 drowned, 31 missing in a shipwreck off Tan-Tan, Mauritania trying to get to the Canary
Islands April 3.
N.N., Syrian, shot by a Greek border guard trying to cross the Evros River from Turkey on March 3.
N.N.: 3 men suffocated during trafficking. Their bodies were found along a road in Thessaloniki,
Greece on February 28.
N.N., 19-year-old man from Morocco, who hung himself in the Bayonne prison in France, after
escaping from the detention center on the Spanish/French border, February 27.
N.N., from Afghanistan or Pakistan, died in a snowstorm in the mountains of Sarcimen, Turkey,
after crossing from Iran on February 8.
N.N.: one woman and 6 men from West Africa, on a boat drifting south of the Canary Islands on
February 7. Five had jumped into the water in despair.
N.N., a 28-year-old Somali man, found dead in his tent in a refugee camp near Paris on January 21.
He was seeking asylum.
N.N., an 18-year-old Syrian man, who, on January 18, was run over by a train after he fell off the
one on which he was a stowaway near the Thessaloniki Bridge in Greece on the way to Central
Europe.
N.N.: 18 persons of unknown origin, including 5 women and 4 children, missing at sea between
Libya and Italy on January 9. After the distress call, their boat was found empty.
Extracted from UNITED against refugee deaths, list of deaths, listofdeaths@unitedagainstracism.org.
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Sung Response

Khudaayaa raeham kar
We sing, leaving spaces at the end of the phrases.

\
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Hymn of Praise

Utukufu

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. . .
Old Testament Reading

I Kings 17:8-16

Then the word of the Lord came to [Elijah], saying, ‘Go now to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon,
and live there; for I have commanded a widow there to feed you.’ So he set out and went to
Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the town, a widow was there gathering sticks; he called to
her and said, ‘Bring me a little water in a vessel, so that I may drink.’ As she was going to bring it,
he called to her and said, ‘Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.’ But she said, ‘As the Lord your
God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; I am now
gathering a couple of sticks, so that I may go home and prepare it for myself and my son, that we
may eat it, and die.’ Elijah said to her, ‘Do not be afraid; go and do as you have said; but first make
me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterwards make something for yourself and your son.
For thus says the Lord the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied and the jug of oil will
not fail until the day that the Lord sends rain on the earth.’ She went and did as Elijah said, so that
she as well as he and her household ate for many days. The jar of meal was not emptied, neither
did the jug of oil fail, according to the word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah.
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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From Psalm 69
Save me, O God, for the waters have come up to my neck.
I sink in deep mire, where there is no foothold;
I have come into deep waters, and the flood sweeps over me.
I am weary with my crying;
my throat is parched.
My eyes grow dim with waiting for my God.
More in number than the hairs of my head
are those who hate me without cause;
many are those who would destroy me,
my enemies who accuse me falsely.
What I did not steal must I now restore?
I have become a stranger to my kindred,
an alien to my mother’s children.
It is zeal for your house that has consumed me;
the insults of those who insult you have fallen on me.
When I humbled my soul with fasting,
they insulted me for doing so.
When I made sackcloth my clothing,
I became a byword to them.
I am the subject of gossip for those who sit in the gate,
and the drunkards make songs about me.
But as for me, my prayer is to you, O Lord.
At an acceptable time, O God,
in the abundance of your steadfast love, answer me.
With your faithful help rescue me
from sinking in the mire;
let me be delivered from my enemies
and from the deep waters.
Do not let the flood sweep over me,
or the deep swallow me up,
or the Pit close its mouth over me.
Answer me, O Lord, for your steadfast love is good;
according to your abundant mercy, turn to me.
Do not hide your face from your servant,
for I am in distress—make haste to answer me.
Draw near to me, redeem me,
set me free because of my enemies.
Response

Moran ethra
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Epistle Reading

Romans 15:1-7

We who are strong ought to put up with the failings of the weak, and not to please ourselves. Each
of us must please our neighbor for the good purpose of building up the neighbor. For Christ did not
please himself; but, as it is written, ‘The insults of those who insult you have fallen on me.’ For
whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by
the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and
encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so
that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
Alleluia

Alleluia Amen

Gospel Reading
The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 15.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Matthew 15:21-28

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite woman
from that region came out and started shouting, ‘Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my
daughter is tormented by a demon.’ But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and
urged him, saying, ‘Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.’ He answered, ‘I was sent only to
the lost sheep of the house of Israel.’ But she came and knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, help me.’ He
answered, ‘It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.’ She said, ‘Yes, Lord, yet
even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.’
Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.’ And her
daughter was healed instantly.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia
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Sermon
Hymn

Andy Willis
Spirit of Jesus, if I love my neighbor

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Prayers of Intercession
The Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
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Gathering of Gifts

Njoo kwetu

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Song

Bwana awabariki

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Sending Prayer
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Benediction
Announcements
Sending Song

Anaweza

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
***

Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service:
Readers: Naomi Mungure, Nyambura Njoroge
Prayers: Tarun Bathija
Singers: Rena Igarashi, Terry MacArthur, Njoroge Njuguna, Koko Taylor, Andy Willis
Videography: Ray Woodcock, Simon Petitjean
Flowers: German-Speaking Congregation

Birthdays Lena Johannsen-Herby, Ben Le Geyt, Viktoria Jasutyte, Clare Duran, Stanley Wangui
Kihia, Ngabo Rwamushaija, Julia Wilbers, Jacob Finger, Mathias Barbe, Geneva Forman,
Gabriels Kupcis.

Anniversaries Danuta & Ireneusz Lukas; Klára Pósfay-Barbe & Rémy Barbe; Philippa Bowen & Peter
Prove; Natalie & Chad Rimmer.

This Week’s Schedule:
Thursday, 25 June
Sunday, 28 June

12h00
11h00
12h00
13h00

Centering Prayer (online)
Worship on Pentecost 4 (livestream)
Church School (online)
Outdoor Gathering at John Knox Center

Office hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9h00 - 17h00
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Writing Letters
As part of the “Beim Namen nennen” initiative this World Refugee Day, we are all invited to write
letters to the Swiss government in support of just and compassionate treatment of refugees. The
organizers hope to gather a number of letters equaling the number of refugees who have died trying to
reach Europe since 1993—over 40,000. A sample letter, which you are free to adapt, is included at the
back of the bulletin.
The organizers ask that letters be handwritten and mailed to this address by 30 June:
netzwerk migrationscharta.ch
Bürenstrasse 8
3007 Bern
The letters will be collected and delivered together to the Swiss parliament, as an expression of
solidarity with refugees. We will provide a few moments in worship today to write your letter, but of
course you are free to write anytime you wish—just be sure to mail your letter to the above address by
30 June.

Names of refugees who died trying to reach Europe / Heiliggeistkirche, Bern.

In-Person Gathering – Next Sunday, 13h00
On Sunday, 28 June, there will be an outdoor gathering after the live-streamed worship service. This
gathering will take place from 13h00 until about 14h00 on the grounds of the John Knox Center in
Grand-Saconnex. We'll spread out on the lawn using blankets and lawn chairs, and we'll sing a bit,
celebrate communion, and have some time for socializing (all keeping appropriate social distance).
We are limited to 50 people for the gathering, so it's required that you sign up if you would like to
attend. There will still be a live-streamed worship service that morning as usual, from 11h00 until
12h00; the in-person gathering is an optional time together following the main service, for anyone who
would like a chance to be together in person. You can sign up using this form.
If this model for a gathering works well, we may repeat the pattern several times over the course of the
summer—so don't worry if registration fills up for the 28th of June. Contact Andy Willis with any
questions.

Online Centering Prayer – Thursdays at 12h00
For the past several months, a group has been meeting online for Centering Prayer on a daily basis. We
are now shifting to once (or possibly twice) each week. For now, a group will meet every Thursday at
12h00 via Zoom. Here’s the link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798266012
Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group setting. More details
about Centering Prayer here: https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-1
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Online Coffee Hour – Register Now
An online coffee hour is being held regularly after worship--it's a great opportunity to connect with one
another, and all are welcome to participate. In order to keep the space secure, we can’t widely share a
Zoom link, so we are keeping a list of people who would like to receive links to upcoming online coffee
hours.
• If you have already joined one of these online coffee hours, you don’t need to do anything more; we
will automatically add your email address to the list.
• If you have not yet joined one of the online coffee hours and would like to be added to the list for
future Sundays, please send an email to office@genevalutheran.ch and we will gladly add you
to the list.

Assisting with Food Distribution – Tuesdays and Wednesdays
For the past several weeks, volunteers have been packing and distributing bags of food to thousands of
people in need in Geneva. The work is now taking place in various locations throughout the city, and
volunteers are needed for this ongoing work, particularly on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. If you would
like to volunteer to help, please contact either Maritza Vitela or Maryssa Camaddo:
Maritza: 076 445 07 15 / vitelahassinkmaritza@gmail.com
Maryssa: Maryssa.Camaddo@lutheranworld.org

Weekly Devotions
Judy Davis and Nina Kiderlin have been producing a weekly devotional for the past couple of months,
offering reflections and practical ideas for carrying themes from Sunday worship into the week. These
devotions are sent out with our weekly church email. If you do not currently receive the weekly email
and would like to be added to the list, please contact the church office: office@genevalutheran.ch

Your Giving Matters!
While the shape of our congregation’s ministry has changed in many ways over the past months, here
are two things that have remained constant: your generosity and its importance. Members and friends
of the congregation have continued to support the congregation through online giving, and this support
is enabling us to continue our ministry of worship, service, and sharing God’s love at this crucial time.
Keep it up! Please give as you are able this season. Details are on our website:
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/
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Sample Letter

Your name
Place and date
Dear Mrs. President of the Confederation,
Federal Councilors,
and Honorable Members of the Parliament,
This World Refugee Day, my church in Geneva is participating in the “Beim Namen nennen”
initiative. Along with other churches and organizations throughout Switzerland, we are reading the
names of refugees who lost their lives trying to reach Europe. Since 1993, more than 40,000 persons
have died in their attempts to find safety and security.
I am writing today to urge your support for policies and practices aimed at welcoming refugees. In your
capacity as lawmakers and public servants, I urge you to remember these lives lost and to help guide us
in responding with compassion and generosity toward those seeking a better life.
Thank you for your attention and your service.
Sincerely,
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