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Welcome
Prelude

Terry MacArthur

Opening Words
In a world of thieves and bandits, hackers and swindlers,
we listen for the voice of the Shepherd.
Strengthened against the promotion of stealing, killing and destruction,
we are attuned to the Prince of Peace, the Author of Wholeness.
Attentive to the teachings of Jesus, to the community of sharing,
to the breaking of bread, to the resonance of prayers,
we are steadied for the path ahead,
for the going out and the coming in,
for the valley of the shadow of death,
for the table set before us where new families are formed,
for the release from fear,
for the life that is abundant,
in the everyday and eternal dwelling with God.
Hymn

Call to Prayer

Such perfect love my shepherd shows

Prayer of Confession
Gentle Shepherd, seeking us,
forgive us all the concentration on ourselves
that neglects to look and see your smile,
your arms ready to pick us up and carry us,
your love that leads us to life.
Lord, have mercy

Khudaayaa raehem kar

Gentle Shepherd, seeking us,
forgive us all the concentration on ourselves
that neglects to look and see your face in others,
some with arms yearning to be picked up,
some with arms strong enough to hold us high,
all created in your image, worthy of the love that leads to life.
Christ, have mercy

Masiihaa, raeham kar

Gentle Shepherd, seeking us,
forgive us all the concentration on ourselves
that neglects to look and see your presence in your community,
celebrating what it holds in common,
taking care of needs,
breaking bread with glad and generous hearts,
spreading goodwill among all people,
praising God.
Lord, have mercy

Khudaayaa raehem kar
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Words of Grace
Hymn of Praise

Joy Probhu tomari joy

Prayer of the Day
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
Let us pray. . .
First Reading

Acts 2:42-47

They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the
prayers. Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the
apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their
possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent
much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and
generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord
added to their number those who were being saved
Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul.
He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil;
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff—they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long.
Second Reading

I Peter 2:19-25

For it is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. If you
endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do
right and suffer for it, you have God's approval. For to this you have been called, because Christ also
suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. "He committed no
sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth." When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he
suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. He himself bore
our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his
wounds you have been healed. For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to
the shepherd and guardian of your souls.
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Alleluia

Rejoice and sing with me

Gospel Reading

John 10:1-10

[Jesus said]: "Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs
in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the
sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep
by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the
sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run
from him because they do not know the voice of strangers." Jesus used this figure of speech with
them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. So again Jesus said to them, "Very
truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the
sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in
and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may
have life, and have it abundantly.”
Alleluia
Sermon

Rev. Andy Willis
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Hymn

My Shepherd, you supply my need

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
The Peace
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
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Gathering of Gifts

You are holy

Psalm 23
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, healing Shepherd,
restoring our souls,
guiding us in paths that are good for us,
supplying our needs,
feeding us at a table abundant with love.
Blessed are you.
Response

Margam, Satyam, Jivan Nive

Blessed are you, careful Shepherd,
6

verse 1

discerning where the green pastures lie
and where the still waters never run dry,
standing by us even when death dares to question how and why.
Blessed are you.
Response

Margam, Satyam, Jivan Nive

verse 2

Blessed are you, comforting Shepherd,
dwelling within us, as if we were your home,
going in and out with us,
an antidote to stress and fear,
so that whatever we face,
we know we are not alone.
Blessed are you.
Response

Margam, Satyam, Jivan Nive
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verse 3

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements
Song

Om Bhagawan

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
***

Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service:
Reader: Julienne Munyaneza
Prayers: Aleida Auld
Musicians: Terry MacArthur, Kristín Þórunn Tómasdóttir, Koko Taylor
Videography: Ray Woodcock

Birthdays Ojot Ojulu, Malachi Munyaneza, Michael Kioy, Vinita Manchala, Rumiko Matter,
Daniele Silva.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Philippians Bible Study
An online Bible study of the book of Philippians will be starting this week. This brief letter of Paul (just
four chapters) is full of hopeful, beautiful language--and it was written while Paul was imprisoned. It
will be a good focus for conversation and study in the coming weeks. If you would like to join the
study, please contact Andy Willis: elcg.pastor@gmail.com

Save the date: Online Annual Assembly – 7 June
Members, please save the date for our annual assembly, which will be held online using Zoom on
Sunday, 7 June, at 13h00. In addition to receiving the 2019 audit report and voting on new and
returning members of our Congregation Council, we will also hear an update from the personnel
committee regarding the search for a new music director. Members should plan to attend!

Online Centering Prayer – Monday to Friday
Each day this coming week (Monday to Friday), there will be group Centering Prayer hosted by our
church online on Zoom from 12h to 12h30. The Zoom link to the group Centering Prayer is:
https://zoom.us/j/763491947
Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group setting. No prior
experience needed. More details about Centering Prayer here:
https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-1

Directory Update
We are preparing a new membership directory over the coming weeks. Members, if your contact
information (email, phone, or postal address) has changed recently, please send a message to the
church office by 8 May so we can update it: office@genevalutheran.ch

An Update from Our Treasurer, Samuel Mungure
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
I hope that you and your loved ones are doing well and staying safe during these difficult times. We
continue praying and thinking of you. As we all strive to adjust our ministry to our current situation
the best we can to fit our current circumstances, most of our expenses – staff, ministry and building –
are fixed, and as a result, have remained quite constant. The giving for this quarter as imagined is
lower than anticipated. As of the 31st of March, our income was at 79’000CHF, whereas this time
last year, it was at 87’000CHF.
Usually many people in our congregation tend to give through the offering plates passed around on
Sundays at church. However, since this is no longer possible, I would like to ask if you are able,
please consider sending your gifts digitally through your bank account or PayPal if you prefer in
order to continue help support our ministry.
We understand that the current situation has and will impact everyone differently. This is by no
means an obligatory request and I’d like to emphasize that we are not in crisis. As the weeks and
months progress, not knowing when we will all be able to meet again, your giving is and will
continue to play an important role in our ministry. Details on giving electronically can be found on
our website:
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/
Thank you and God bless,
Samuel Mungure, Treasurer
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