Evangelical Lutheran Church of Geneva
English-Speaking Congregation

20, rue Verdaine CH1204 Geneva, Switzerland
Telephone / Fax: 022 310 50 89

Emails: pastor@genevalutheran.ch

office@genevalutheran.ch

www.genevalutheran.ch

Pastor: Rev. Andrew Willis Organist: Regine Kummer
Ministers of Music: Terry MacArthur, Koko Taylor

The Seventh Sunday of Easter + 24 May 2020
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Angola, Mozambique
Guest Preacher: Rev. Dr. Peniel Rajkumar
Welcome
Prelude

Terry MacArthur

Opening Words
Together with certain women, including Mary, the mother of Jesus, and with the disciples of old,
we devote ourselves to prayer,
trying to understand what is going on,
what is necessary, what is possible, what might be the inspired way forward.
Together with certain women, and the disciples of old,
we await a renewed energy that glorifies the Creator and cares for creation,
that sees in Christ Jesus the way of life,
that breathes in and out the Spirit of love.
Together with certain women,
a hymn of glory we sing,
so new songs throughout the world shall ring,
honoring Christ Jesus, our crucified and risen king.
Hymn

A hymn of glory let us sing

Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35
Let God rise up, and let God's enemies be scattered;
let those who hate God flee.
As smoke is driven away,
so you should drive them away;
as the wax melts before the fire,
so let the wicked perish at the presence of God.
But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God;
let them be jubilant with joy.
Sing to God, sing praises to God's name;
exult the one who rides the clouds—
I AM is that name—
rejoice before God.

verse 1

Hymn

A hymn of glory let us sing

verse 2

In your holy habitation, O God,
you are a father to orphans, defender of widows;
you give the solitary a home
and bring forth prisoners into freedom,
but the rebels shall live in desert places.
O God, when you went out before your people, when you marched through the wilderness,
the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain at the presence of God, the God of Sinai,
at the presence of God, the God of Israel.
You sent a bountiful rain, O God;
you restored your inheritance when it languished;
your people found their home in it;
in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor.
Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth;
sing praises to the Lord,
You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens;
you send forth your voice, your mighty voice.
Ascribe power to God, whose majesty is over Israel;
whose strength is in the skies.
How wonderful you are in your holy places,
the God of Israel;
giving power and strength to your people.
Blessed be God!
Hymn

A hymn of glory let us sing

Call to Prayer
Prayer of Confession
Rise up, Father of orphans, Defender of widows,
so that all that is wicked in us gets driven away
like smoke in the wind,
so that all that is beautiful in us rejoices
with a jubilant joy,
so that all that is loving in us overflows
like a bountiful rain, watering the earth with kindness.
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verse 3

Lord, have mercy

Nkosi, Nkosi

Rise up, Provider of the poor,
so our hearts become attuned to your compassion
like an embracing song,
and our worry about ourselves dissolves
like wax melting before the fire.
Christ have mercy

Krestu, Krestu

Rise up, Freedom for prisoners,
so we find liberty from all that holds us bound,
the fear that hounds us,
restraining us from what you would have us be.
Forgive us all that falls short of love,
short of loving our neighbors as ourselves,
short of loving you with all we are.
Lead us to a life restored, an inheritance no longer languishing,
a home of gentleness and grace,
through Jesus Christ. Amen.
Lord, have mercy

Nkosi, Nkosi

Words of Grace
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Hymn of Praise

Nzamuranza

Prayer of the Day
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
Let us pray. . .
First Reading

Acts 1:6-14

So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore the
kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set
by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ When he
had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While
he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by
them. They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who
has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into
heaven.’
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath
day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they
were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and
Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were
constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother
of Jesus, as well as his brothers.
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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Response

Nzamuranza

Second Reading

1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer for doing
what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your
hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from
you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your
conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in
Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God's
will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the
unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the
spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times
did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in
which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured,
now saves you--not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right
hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia

Gospel Reading

John 17:1-11

The holy Gospel according to John chapter 17
Glory to you, O Lord.
After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, ‘Father, the hour has come;
glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people,
to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you,
the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the
work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I
had in your presence before the world existed.
‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and
you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have
given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have
received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I
am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you
gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified
in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you.
Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are
one.’
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia

Sermon

Rev. Dr. Peniel Rajkumar
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Hymn

Son of God, Eternal Savior

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Prayers of Intercession
The Peace
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
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Gathering of Gifts

You are holy

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Together with certain women, including Mary, the mother of Jesus, and with the disciples of old,
we devote ourselves to prayer, gracious God.
Bless us with the spirit of glory resting in us,
so that compassion becomes fulfillment,
becomes joy,
becomes dancing,
becomes Alleluia and Amen.
Response

Oh sautez sautez
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verse 1

Together with certain women, and Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas,
Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James,
with the brothers of Jesus,
we sing your glory.
Bless us with your Spirit,
so that we remain steadfast in faith,
rejoicing in a love that does not die,
becoming freedom,
becoming hope,
becoming your word alive.
Response

Oh sautez sautez

Together with certain women,
...
with Rachel and Ruth in tune with Regine,
we praise your name.
Bless us with your Sprit,
so your word lives within us,
our lives your domain,
now and forever. Amen.
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verse 2

Response

Oh sautez sautez

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements
Sending Song

Rumbaho
Join in on the refrain.
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verse 1
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Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
***

Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service:
Preacher: Rev. Dr. Peniel Rajkumar
Readers: Clare Duran
Prayers: Fabián Wilches
Musicians: Terry MacArthur, Koko Taylor, Andy Willis
Videography: Ray Woodcock

Birthdays Ashley Seeber, Isaac Lokiru, Elizabeth Mattner, Queen King’ori, Jaap Schep, Trygve Willis,
Magdalena Ross, Roberto Smith-Gillespie, Gladys Yegon, Gillian Wolfe-Tsuchiya.

Anniversaries Mako Hayafuji-Watanabe & Hiro Hayafuji; Eva & Yohan Frei; Johanna Ralston Lamb
& Michael Lamb; Nancy Bazan & Tobias Gorsleben.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Next Sunday, 31 May – Online Coffee Hour after Worship
Following next Sunday’s worship service, there will be an online coffee hour using Zoom. In order to
create a safe space for fellowship, the link for this meeting will not be advertised publicly. An email will
be sent to our mailing list this week with instructions on how to join. If you are not yet on our mailing
list and would like to join in coffee hour by Zoom next Sunday, please send an email to:
office@genevalutheran.ch.
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Online Annual Assembly – 7 June
Members, please save the date for our annual assembly, which will be held online using Zoom on
Sunday, 7 June, at 13h00. In addition to receiving the 2019 audit report and voting on new and
returning members of our Congregation Council, we will also hear an update from the personnel
committee regarding the search for a new music director. Members should plan to attend!
•
•

Two important notes regarding the Assembly:
Assembly materials will be sent to all members by email this week. If you would like a hard
copy of the Assembly reports sent by post, please contact the church office.
If you have not used Zoom before and would like some help connecting to the Assembly,
please contact the church office, and we will gladly walk you through it. We do not want the
technology to be a barrier for anyone.

Online Centering Prayer – Monday to Friday at 12h00
Daily group Centering Prayer is hosted by our church online via Zoom, Monday through Friday at
12h00. The Zoom link to the group Centering Prayer is: https://zoom.us/j/763491947
Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group setting. No prior
experience needed. More details about Centering Prayer here.

Thank-You from the Soup Kitchen Team!
Last Sunday we made an appeal for volunteers to make sandwiches to be handed out at the soup
kitchen on Monday 8 June. Lots of volunteers offered help, and we now have enough help for 8 June.
Thank you! The next opportunity to help in this way will be in early July.

Assisting with Food Distribution - Fridays and Saturdays
On Saturdays, volunteers (including some members of our congregation) are handing out thousands of
bags of food to local persons in need at the hockey arena in Vernets. Volunteers are needed for this
ongoing work—both to pack bags on Fridays and distribute them on Saturdays. If you would like to
volunteer to help, please contact Maritza Vitela: 076 445 07 15 / vitelahassinkmaritza@gmail.com
She is in contact with local organizations and will work to connect us with ways we can serve. It is also
possible to support this work with a donation of food or money to La Caravane De Solidarité de
Genève. Information on donating is here.

Looking for Scripture Readers and Prayer Leaders
We are looking for people to read scripture and lead prayers in upcoming online Sunday worship
services. These portions of the service are led from home and are normally filmed ahead of time. Might
you be willing to help? Contact the church office: office@genevalutheran.ch

Looking for Volunteers - Helping with Sunday Livestream
Since we discontinued in-person worship several weeks ago, Ray Woodcock has been working
tirelessly to help us livestream our services, which are being joined by members and friends in many
places. As we continue to worship from a distance, it would be a great help if an additional person or
two were trained in how the livestream process and equipment works. Are you tech-savvy and available
to learn? If so, please contact Ray: raycharles.woodcock@gmail.com

Your Giving Matters!
While the shape of our congregation’s ministry has changed in many ways over the past months, here
are two things that have remained constant: your generosity and its importance. Members and friends
of the congregation have continued to support the congregation through online giving, and this support
is enabling us to continue our ministry of worship, service, and sharing God’s love at this crucial time.
Keep it up! Please give as you are able this season. Details are on our website:
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/
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