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Welcome      
 

Prelude        Terry MacArthur 
 

Opening Words  
 

More than twenty seconds of washing hands, 

more than a removal of dirt, 

in baptism we are blessed with a healing grace, 
appealing to God for a good conscience. 

We dare to bring our hurt, the disconcerting pull of self, the subverting of what is good, 

so we might be renewed by the breath of the Spirit of truth,  

to have an advocate by our side, 
in whom we live and move and have our being,  

inviting us, despite our pride, to become commandment-keepers, 

discovering the gentleness and reverence that complying with love provides, 

the abiding peace that comes from Christ living in us, 

the release from fear, the assurance that God is near. 
 

Hymn                                                    Come down, O Love divine 
 

 
 

Call to Prayer 
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Prayer of Confession 
 

God whose mercy is over all, 
we confess that we do not love you with all our heart, our strength, our mind. 

We struggle to keep your commandments,  

to follow your way, 

to trust that you have called us your own, freeing us to leave our cares behind. 

Forgive us all that is less than love, 

all that crowds out gentleness and respect for others, 

all that would seem to betray that your Spirit is within us. 

Keep us from idolizing the gods of silver and gold, 

as if they could save us, 

but turn us back again to the truth: 

that your love is over all, 

that in loving we learn how deep is your love, 

that in giving ourselves away, we rejoice in how much we have been given, 

following your Beloved, Jesus Christ,  

in whose name we pray. 

Amen.     
 

Lord, have mercy                                     Khudaayaa raehem kar 
 

 
 

 
 

Words of Grace 

 

Hymn of Praise                                         Joy Probhu tomari joy 
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! 

Let us pray. . . 
 

First Reading Acts 17:2-34 
 

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, "Athenians, I see how extremely religious you 

are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, 

I found among them an altar with the inscription, `To an unknown god.' What therefore you 

worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, he 
who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by 

human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath 

and all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the 

times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would 
search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him-- though indeed he is not far from each one 

of us. For `In him we live and move and have our being'; as even some of your own poets have said, 

`For we too are his offspring.' Since we are God's offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is 

like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has 

overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 
because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom 

he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead." 
 

When they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some scoffed; but others said, ‘We will hear you 

again about this.’ At that point Paul left them. But some of them joined him and became believers, 

including Dionysius the Areopagite and a woman named Damaris, and others with them. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 66:7-18 
 

God who rules by God’s might forever,  
whose eyes keep watch on the nations— 

let the rebellious not exalt themselves.  

Bless our God, O peoples, let the sound of God’s praise be heard,  

who has kept us among the living, and has not let our feet slip.  
For you, O God, have tested us;  

you have tried us as silver is tried.  

You brought us into the net; you laid burdens on our backs;   

you let people ride over our heads;  
we went through fire and through water;  

yet you have brought us out to a spacious place.  

I will come into your house with burnt offerings;  

I will pay you my vows,  
those that my lips uttered and my mouth promised  

 when I was in trouble.  

I will offer to you burnt offerings of fatlings,  

 with the smoke of the sacrifice of rams;  
I will make an offering of bulls and goats. 

Come and hear, all you who fear God,  

and I will tell what God has done for me.  

I cried aloud to God, who was extolled with my tongue.  
If I had cherished iniquity in my heart,  

the Lord would not have listened. 
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Epistle Reading 1 Peter 3:13-22 
 

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good?  But even if you do suffer for doing 

what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your 
hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from 

you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your 

conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in 

Christ may be put to shame.  For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God's 

will, than to suffer for doing evil.  For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, in order to bring you to God.  He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the 

spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times 

did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in 

which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water.  And baptism, which this prefigured, 
now saves you--not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good 

conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right 

hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia                                                   Rejoice and sing with me 
 

 
 

Gospel Reading John 14:15-21 
 

The holy Gospel according to John chapter 14 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The Gospel Sung                                  “If ye love me” by Thomas Tallis 

If ye love me, keep my commandments, and I will pray the Father,  

and he shall give you another comforter, that he may 'bide with you forever, even the Spirit of truth. 
 

Many people have sung this classic from 16th century England.    

The music is provided so you can sing along if you wish. 
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[Jesus said:] "If you love me, you will keep my commandments.  And I will ask the Father, and he 
will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever.  This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world 

cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with 

you, and he will be in you.  "I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you.  In a little while the 

world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live.  On that day you 

will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.  They who have my commandments 
and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will 

love them and reveal myself to them." 

 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Alleluia  
 

Sermon  Rev. Andy Willis 

 

Hymn                                                      Holy Spirit, truth divine 
 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   

He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father  

and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.    Amen 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

The Peace 
 

Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! 
 

Gathering of Gifts                                            You are holy 
 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

God, in whom we live, and move and have our being, 

Breath-giver, Healer, Radiant Light, Justice, Patience, Wisdom, Holiness, Tenderness, Devotion, 
to you we offer our hopes, our energy, our lives. 

We bless you, we give you thanks, we praise your great glory. 
 

Response                                             Margam, Satyam, Jivan Nive     verse 1 
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Source of our being, 
merciful, faithful, sheltering, healing, 

our music and rhythm, 

our harmony and wisdom. 

To you we sing, telling the good news of your great love, 

marking the patterns in which love dances. 
 

Response                                             Margam, Satyam, Jivan Nive    verse 2 
 

 
 

You are the truth, 

the silence that breaks through the noise of strife. 

You are the way for our walking. 

You are the life, ever re-awakening us, death's power breaking. 
You are worthy of our obedience, 

our trust that in keeping your commandments, you set us free. 

We commend to you what we are and what we yet shall be. 
 

Response                                             Margam, Satyam, Jivan Nive     verse 3 
 

 
 

  



 

10 

The Lord's Prayer  
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.   Amen. 
 

Sending Prayer 
 

Benediction   
 

Announcements    
 

Sending Song                                                      Rumbaho 
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Dismissal 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! 

 

 

* * * 

 

Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service: 

Readers: Johnny and Maryssa Camado 

Prayers: Dinesh Suna 

Musicians: Natalie Deffenbaugh, Terry MacArthur, Koko Taylor, Andy Willis 

 Videography: Ray Woodcock 

 

Birthdays Ebenezer Rajkumar, Asha Simpson-Amirtham, Dorine Van Teeseling, Elisabeth Kapp,  

Tom Taylor. 

 

Anniversaries Marian & Jonathan Frerichs; Christina Buchhold & Emmanuel Gore;  

Kristín Tómasdóttir & Árni Daníelsson; Cristina Rendón & Christian Oertel.  
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Next Sunday – Online Coffee Hour after Worship 
Following next Sunday’s worship service, there will be an online coffee hour using Zoom. In order to 

create a safe space for fellowship, the link for this meeting will not be advertised publicly. An email will 

be sent to our mailing list this week with instructions on how to join. If you are not yet on our mailing 

list and would like to join in coffee hour by Zoom next Sunday, please send an email to:  

office@genevalutheran.ch. 

 

mailto:office@genevalutheran.ch
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Save the date: Online Annual Assembly – 7 June 

Members, please save the date for our annual assembly, which will be held online using Zoom on 

Sunday, 7 June, at 13h00. In addition to receiving the 2019 audit report and voting on new and 

returning members of our Congregation Council, we will also hear an update from the personnel 

committee regarding the search for a new music director. Members should plan to attend!  
 

Online Centering Prayer – Monday to Friday at 12h00 
Daily group Centering Prayer is hosted by our church online via Zoom, Monday through Friday at 

12h00. The Zoom link to the group Centering Prayer is: https://zoom.us/j/763491947 
 

Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group setting. No prior 

experience needed. More details about Centering Prayer here:  

https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-1 
 

Making Sandwiches for the Soup Kitchen – 8 June 
During this Covid-19 crisis, the soup kitchen where we normally serve every first Saturday of the 

month is no longer able to function in the way we have been used to. The kitchen is closed and there 
are no services any more on the weekends. The regular team is now preparing sandwiches and fruit to 

give out on weekdays. They have asked us to prepare sandwiches, etc. for the Monday after our usual 

date. This means that we need to have a coordinator and a team of sandwich-makers each month, and 

take the bags down to the Jardin de Montbrillant on Monday morning for 10 a.m. The team there will 
organise the distribution. 
 

This job is more than any single neighborhood group can provide and we need the support of the whole 

congregation. Your help is precious. These people are still here and they need a good meal! For each 

Monday following the first Saturday of a month we need about 10 households to prepare about 20 
sandwiches each that we will collect and take to the center on Monday morning.  
 

Our next date is Monday, 8 June. If you can help, please send an email to chriselis_benn@bluewin.ch. 

Thank you so much for your support! 
 

Responding to Needs in Geneva 
Following recent news of large numbers of people in great need in the city, a number of members of the 

congregation have been asking how we as a congregation can respond. If you would like to volunteer to 
help with food distribution or other concrete tasks at the moment, please contact Maritza Vitela at 076 

445 07 15 or vitelahassinkmaritza@gmail.com. She is in contact with local organizations and will work 

to connect us with ways we can serve. 

 

Looking for Scripture Readers and Prayer Leaders 
We are looking for people to read scripture and lead prayers in upcoming online Sunday worship 

services. These portions of the service are led from home and are normally filmed ahead of time. Might 

you be willing to help? Contact the church office: office@genevalutheran.ch 
 

Looking for Volunteers - Helping with Sunday Livestream 
Since we discontinued in-person worship several weeks ago, Ray Woodcock has been working 

tirelessly to help us livestream our services, which are being joined by members and friends in many 
places. As we continue to worship from a distance, it would be a great help if an additional person or 

two were trained in how the livestream process and equipment works. Are you tech-savvy and available 

to learn? If so, please contact Ray: raycharles.woodcock@gmail.com 

 

Your Giving Matters! 
While the shape of our congregation’s ministry has changed in many ways over the past months, here 

are two things that have remained constant: your generosity and its importance. Members and friends 

of the congregation have continued to support the congregation through online giving, and this support 

is enabling us to continue our ministry of worship, service, and sharing God’s love at this crucial time. 
Keep it up! Please give as you are able this season. Details are on our website: 
 

https://genevalutheran.church/giving/ 

https://zoom.us/j/763491947
https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-1
mailto:chriselis_benn@bluewin.ch
mailto:vitelahassinkmaritza@gmail.com
mailto:office@genevalutheran.ch
mailto:raycharles.woodcock@gmail.com
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/

