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Welcome
Prelude

Terry MacArthur

Opening Words
Would that a word might point a direction we could follow.
Come, my Way, such a way as gives us breath.
Would that a word might lead us beyond the fudging, fiddling,
fussing falsehoods flung in every direction.
Come, my Truth, such a truth as ends all strife.
Would that a word might set before us the abundance of love shared.
Come, my Life, such a life as conquers death.
In the presence of the Word made flesh,
we find our joy, our strength, our light,
as we worship the Blessed Trinity,
one God, now and forever.
Hymn

Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life

Call to Prayer
Prayer of Confession
Way that leads to a cross,
that shows how far love goes,
that composes healing and forgiveness,
forgive us all that opposes your will,
supposing our knowing is enough.
Transpose what we do into surprising keys,
as we follow the way of your Beloved, Jesus Christ.

Lord, have mercy

Khudaayaa raehem kar

Truth, deeper than our desires,
confronting the myths that power makes right,
searching the crannies with your questing light,
forgive us all that wills to not understand when our interest is at stake,
that thinks of ourselves first, rather than considering the wisdom of others,
whose interests are also at stake.
Question us, so our preconceptions fall away and we are left with love,
truth embodied, truth revealed.
Christ, have mercy

Masiihaa, raeham kar

Life, rising from death,
living through dying,
defying the tombs,
forgive us all that kills,
that wills to come out ahead of others,
that fills us up so love has no room.
Still our fears so we breathe your renewing Spirit,
and dance to the beat of your heart.
Lord, have mercy

Khudaayaa raehem kar

Words of Grace
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Hymn of Praise

Joy Probhu tomari joy

Prayer of the Day
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
Let us pray. . .
First Reading

Acts 7:55-60

But filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God. ‘Look,’ he said, ‘I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man
standing at the right hand of God!’ But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed
together against him. Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the
witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen,
he prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’ Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, ‘Lord,
do not hold this sin against them.’ When he had said this, he died.
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
In you, O Lord, I seek refuge; do not let me ever be put to shame;
in your righteousness deliver me.
Incline your ear to me; rescue me speedily.
Be a rock of refuge for me, a strong fortress to save me.
You are indeed my rock and my fortress;
for your name's sake lead me and guide me,
take me out of the net that is hidden for me,
for you are my refuge.
Into your hands I commit my spirit;
you have redeemed me, O Lord, faithful God.
My times are in your hand;
deliver me from the hand of my enemies and persecutors.
Let your face shine upon your servant;
save me in your steadfast love.
Epistle Reading

1 Peter 2:2-10

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation—if
indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and
like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: ‘See, I am
laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him will not be
put to shame.’
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To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, ‘The stone that the
builders rejected has become the very head of the corner’, and ‘A stone that makes them stumble,
and a rock that makes them fall.’ They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were
destined to do.
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you
may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once
you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now
you have received mercy.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Alleluia

Rejoice and sing with me

Gospel Reading

John 10:1-10

[Jesus said]: "Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs
in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the
sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep
by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the
sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run
from him because they do not know the voice of strangers." Jesus used this figure of speech with
them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. So again Jesus said to them, "Very
truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the
sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in
and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may
have life, and have it abundantly.”
Alleluia
Sermon

Rev. Andy Willis
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Hymn

Sekai no tomo to
First verse sung in Japanese. English speakers join for verses 2 and 3.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Prayers of Intercession
The Peace
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
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Gathering of Gifts

You are holy

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Way,
way out,
way over,
way forward,
way up,
way opening toward the light,
way plodding like an endless trek,
way swerving into an adventure,
way pivoting into a dance,
way before us,
leading us,
You show us the path where justice embraces peace,
the track where joy shoulders sorrow,
the road whose center line signs love.
Blessed are you.
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Response

Margam, Satyam, Jivan Nive

verse 1

Truth,
truthful,
truth-telling,
truth becoming flesh,
truth undercover, uncovered, uncovering,
truth despised,
truth that inspires,
truth that heals,
truth that frees,
You reveal who we are,
who we are meant to be,
who we become as part of your community.
Blessed are you.
Response

Margam, Satyam, Jivan Nive
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verse 2

Life,
life-sustaining,
life-giving,
life overcoming death,
life overcoming boredom,
life becoming meaning,
becoming truth,
becoming the lively way,
You breathe in us the oxygen of passion,
the vitality of compassion,
the air of contentment
released as a song, a whistle, a prayer.
Blessed are you.
Response

Margam, Satyam, Jivan Nive

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements
Alleluia
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verse 3

Puji Tuhan

Aleluya Y'in Oluwa

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
***

Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service:
Readers: Sarah Stephens, Suna Family, Maryann Wangui
Prayers: Sarah Stephens
Musicians: Terry MacArthur, Corin Jorgenson, Koko Taylor, Andy Willis
Japanese virtual choir: Koko Taylor, koto. Rena Igarashi, Rumiko Matter, Kumiko Nishimura,
Haruno Ogasawara, Gaku Tsujita, Mari Tsujita, Mako Watanabe-Hayafuji.
Videography: Ray Woodcock

Birthdays Pavel Micodin, Lokiru Yohana, Demarise Melles, Olivia Rosenbauer, Natalie Rimmer,
Ngoni Hove, Marit Lyon, Julianna Dragos.

9

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Philippians Bible Study
An online Bible study of the book of Philippians started last week. This brief letter of Paul (just four
chapters) is full of hopeful, beautiful language--and it was written while Paul was imprisoned. It will be
a good focus for conversation and study in the coming weeks. If you would like to join the study, please
contact Andy Willis: elcg.pastor@gmail.com

Online Centering Prayer – Monday to Friday
On several days this week (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday) from 12 to 12:30, there will be
group Centering Prayer hosted by our church online on Zoom. The Zoom link to the group Centering
Prayer is: https://zoom.us/j/763491947
Centering Prayer is silent prayer for around 20 minutes, often done in a group setting. No prior
experience needed. More details about Centering Prayer here:
https://www.contemplativeoutreach.org/centering-prayer-1

Directory Update
We are preparing a new membership directory. Members, if your contact information (email, phone, or
postal address) has changed recently, please send a message to the church office this week so we can
update it: office@genevalutheran.ch

Looking for Volunteers - Helping with Sunday Livestream
Since we discontinued in-person worship several weeks ago, Ray Woodcock has been working
tirelessly to help us livestream our services, which are being joined by members and friends in many
places. As we continue to worship from a distance, it would be a great help if an additional person or
two were trained in how the livestream process and equipment works. Are you tech-savvy and available
to learn? If so, please contact Ray: raycharles.woodcock@gmail.com

Flowers for Sunday Worship
Altar flowers continue to brighten the room and lift our spirits during our online worship services. Are
you able to bring flowers for an upcoming Sunday service? Please contact Donna Phillips in the church
office: office@genevalutheran.ch

Save the date: Online Annual Assembly – 7 June
Members, please save the date for our annual assembly, which will be held online using Zoom on
Sunday, 7 June, at 13h00. In addition to receiving the 2019 audit report and voting on new and
returning members of our Congregation Council, we will also hear an update from the personnel
committee regarding the search for a new music director. Members should plan to attend!

Looking for a New Music Director…
Our congregation has been accepting applications for the new music director position since March. We
have received applications from several qualified candidates already, but the deadline has been
extended until 31 May. The vacancy notice is available on our website: please share this information
widely!
https://genevalutheran.church/musician-search/

Your Giving Makes a Difference
Your gifts to the congregation are always important for our ministry, particularly in this season. We
accept gifts by electronic bank transfer and also by PayPal. Thank you for your support of our ministry
together!
https://genevalutheran.church/giving/
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