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Welcome
Prelude
Opening Words
We set our minds on things that are above,
not on things that are on earth,
for in Christ, we have died, and our lives are hidden with Christ in God.
As the world slows down, we consider again what is important:
God's steadfast love endures forever.
Yes, love remains, love sustains, love reigns.
We are witnesses.
While the powers of this world choose who receives aid,
God's love shows no partiality.
God keeps raising us up, keeps asking about our tears,
keeps eating and drinking with us.
Yes, love drains away our fear, retrains us for new possibilities, regains what was lost.
The grain of wheat that dies breaks free from the dust,
and forms new seeds that become our bread.
Although our hearts are wintry, grieving and in pain,
Jesus calls us back to life again.
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!

Regine Kummer

Hymn

Now the green blade rises

verse 1

from Psalm 118
O give thanks to God who is good;
God’s steadfast love endures forever!
Let Israel say,
"God’s steadfast love endures forever."
Let those who fear the Lord say,
"God’s steadfast love endures forever."
In distress I called to the Lord,
who answered by setting me free.
The Lord is with me; I shall not fear;
what can anyone do to me?
The Lord is with me as my helper;
I will look in triumph on those who hate me.
Hymn

Now the green blade rises

verse 2

God is my strength and my song;
and has become my salvation.
There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous:
"The right hand of the Lord does valiantly;
the right hand of the Lord is exalted;
the right hand of the Lord does valiantly."
I shall not die, but I shall live,
and recount the deeds of the LORD.
Hymn

Now the green blade rises

verse 3

Open to me the gates of righteousness,
that I may enter through them and give thanks.
This is the gate of the Lord
the righteous shall enter through it.
Hymn

Now the green blade rises

I thank you that you have answered me
and have become my salvation.
The stone that the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.
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verse 4

This is the God’s doing;
it is marvelous in our eyes.
This is the day when God has acted;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Gloria

Litany

Easter antiphon

Christ is risen from the dead
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Prayer of the Day
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
Let us pray:
First Reading

Acts 10:34-43

Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he
sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing
all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both
in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on
the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to
preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the
dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of
sins through his name.’
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
Easter antiphon

Christ is risen from the dead

Epistle Reading

Colossians 3:1-4

So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the
right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you
have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then
you also will be revealed with him in glory.
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
Alleluia

Mfurahini, Halleluya
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Gospel Reading

John 20:1-18

The holy Gospel according to John
Glory to you, O Lord.
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and
saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the
other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, "They have taken the Lord out of the
tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him." Then Peter and the other disciple set out and
went toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and
reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did
not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen
wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen wrappings
but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in,
and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the
dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she
wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of
Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, "Woman, why are
you weeping?" She said to them, "They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they
have laid him."
Response

Mfurahini, Halleluya

When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that
it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?"
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where
you have laid him, and I will take him away." Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to him
in Hebrew, "Rabbouni!" (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to me, because I
have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, 'I am ascending to my
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'"
Response

Mfurahini, Halleluya

Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord"; and she told them
that he had said these things to her.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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Response

Mfurahini, Halleluya

Sermon
Hymn

Rev. Andy Willis
A toi la gloire
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Prayers of Intercession
The Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Gathering of Gifts

You are holy

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Let us pray
Blessed are you, coming near to each one of us,
Blessed are you, coming as we sing and pray.
Blessed are you, coming as we go from day to day finding new routines to push death away.
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
Blessed are you, coming like the smell of freshly baked bread
warming our hearts, far more than we understand.
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Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
Blessed are you, coming with love that never ends,
bending close to understand,
naming us sisters, brothers, friends.
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
Blessed are you opening gates of righteousness that had been demoted,
creating new pathways for the living that is really alive,
acting justly, loving kindness, seeking what is above,
giving ourselves away to honor your name.
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
Blessed are you,
this is the day when you have acted,
so we celebrate and rejoice.
It is marvelous in our eyes.
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Hymn

Christ the Lord is risen today

Sending Prayer
Love's redeeming work is done, God of Glory, you have fought the fight; the battle is won.
Although our computers now disengage, keep our spirits connected so together we soar,
raised up with your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our voices, our hearts, our lives becoming Alleluia.
Amen.
Benediction
Announcements
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Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
Alleluias
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Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service:
Reader: Cristina Rendón
Prayer Leader: Simone Sinn
Musicians: Koko Taylor, Rena Igarashi
Videography: Ray Woodcock
And thank you to all who sent photos!

10

