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Welcome
Prelude

Terry MacArthur

Opening Words
Locked down, locked up, locked in, locked out, locked,
nevertheless, we worship the risen Christ, who defeated the stone-locked tomb.
When stress enters our pores, unobserved, as if it, too, were a virus,
we are visited by the risen Christ, who says: Peace be with you.
When isolation paces back and forth becoming loneliness, becoming frustration, becoming bursts of
rage, becoming an endless unknown,
the risen Christ breathes fresh air in shut-up rooms, breathes a new spirit in shut-out lives.
Although we are separated physically from one another,
the mystical body of Christ gathers us into one,
fearful, yet visited; skeptical, yet touched; not knowing what lies ahead, yet believing that Christ will
be there for us, and for the world.
In life, in death, in life beyond death, we worship the Blessed Trinity, one God, now and forever.
Hymn

Call to Prayer
Prayer
Silence

Jesus, stand among us

Response

Nade te turbe

Silence
Response

Nade te turbe

Holy Spirit, we confess that we have not loved according to the gift you have given. Love two
meters away often doesn't feel like love.
Awaken within us and our societies a re-birth of compassion and care,
so we re-learn what is essential from this painful time of separation.
God of all time and this time,
we confess that trust is difficult, and truth damaged.
Would it make a difference if we loved you with all our strength, with all our mind, with all our heart?
Could we discover again that we are dependent, connected to each other, even sisters and brothers?
Forgive us when concern for ourselves crowds out concerns for others.
Would you lead us from fear to love, from death to life?
Response

Tsmindao Ghmerto

Words of Grace
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Gloria

Prayer of the Day
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
Let us pray:
First Reading

Acts 2:22-32

[Peter addressed the crowd.] ‘You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth,
a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him
among you, as you yourselves know— this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan
and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. But God
raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its
power. For David says concerning him, “I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand
so that I will not be shaken; therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover my
flesh will live in hope. For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One experience
corruption. You have made known to me the ways of life; you will make me full of gladness with
your presence.” ‘Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both
died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Since he was a prophet, he knew that God
had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. Foreseeing
this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, “He was not abandoned to Hades, nor
did his flesh experience corruption.” This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
Easter Acclamation
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From Psalm 16
Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge.
The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot.
The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;
I have a goodly heritage.
I bless the Lord who gives me counsel;
in the night also my heart instructs me.
I keep the Lord always before me;
because God is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.
Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices;
my body also rests secure.
You show me the path of life. In your presence there is fullness of joy;
in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
Easter Acclamation
Epistle Reading

1 Peter 1:3-9

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are being
protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In
this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, so that the
genuineness of your faith--being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire-may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Although you
have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and
rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the
salvation of your souls.
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
Alleluia

Gospel Reading

John 20:19-31

The holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has
sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the
Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they
are retained.’ But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when
Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I
see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his
side, I will not believe.’
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to
Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not
doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you
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believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to
believe.’ Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in
this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son
of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia
Sermon
Hymn

Rev. Judy Davis
Joy dawned again on Easter Day

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Prayers of Intercession
The Peace
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
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Gathering of Gifts

You are holy

Prayer of Thanksgiving
For every moment when we don't feel afraid,
when we don't feel alone,
when we speak, and in the speaking, feel relief,
when we listen, and in the listening, know we matter,
we give you thanks, Christ, standing in our places.
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
For this moment, when the earth can breathe a little easier,
and also ourselves,
when, for a change, the questions of what is important have some place amidst all the publicity
pushing us to buy,
when we have a chance to re-think what our world might become,
we give you praise, Christ, breathing your Spirit into us.
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
For this community,
holding on to one another, even when we must be physically apart,
praying for each other, and for those in need outside our bounds,
lifting up spirits, taking care, checking in, sharing jokes,
finding the will to love and love again,
we give you glory, Christ, touching us with healing and forgiveness, inviting us to touch you.
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
For the promise that you are always with us,
regardless of what we face,
regardless of our questions,
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regardless of the ups and downs of our emotions,
bearing us up on eagles' wings
raising up in us life, life that death cannot thwart,
we give you honor, Christ, living in us, living for us, living with us, now and ever.
Amen.
The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements
Alleluias for singing and chatting
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Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!

The Risen Christ By the Sea, painted by artist Jack Jewell (1990).
Used by permission from The Fellowship of Merry Christians.
More information can be found at www.joyfulnoiseletter.com.
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Thank you to those assisting with leadership in today’s worship service:
Preacher: Rev. Judy Davis
Readers: Miriam Deffenbaugh, Damaris Hassink, Demarise Melles, Luke Rimmer
Singer: Corin Jorgenson
Videography: Ray Woodcock
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Second Sunday of Easter
Devotional Activity Ideas
Week of 19 April 2020
Scripture:
“I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; therefore my heart was
glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover my flesh will live in hope.... “ (Acts 2: 25-26)
"I bless the Lord who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs me. I keep the Lord always before me;
because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; my body also
rests secure." (Ps 16:7-9)
“When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met
were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’" (John 20:19)
Reflection:
“Christ is risen! Christ is risen, indeed!”
This Easter Acclamation is based on the angel’s proclamation that the tomb is empty, and that Jesus is
risen from the dead. These are words of celebration, expressing the joy and hope we share through
Christ’s resurrection! In many Christian communities, these words are used to greet fellow believers. It
is a reminder that we have every reason to celebrate and be glad this Easter season.
It may feel odd to celebrate in the midst of these difficult times. Yet, at the heart of our Christian faith,
we are called to live our lives in the belief that death is not the final word. This is why Christians are
called “Easter People.” The tomb becomes the womb of new life. We cannot wait for everything to be
all right to proclaim our Easter faith of resurrection hope. And so, we remember that nothing – not
even a global pandemic – can silence the Good News that God’s love has conquered sin and death, and
that God’s love is poured out for all. We are Easter People. Nothing can take away the joy we have
through Christ’s saving love.
There are many ways we can share the joy of Easter with other people, even from a distance. A few
ideas are offered here. What other ways can you think of to share the Good News of Jesus’ love this
week?
Activity Ideas
1) Rocks We Carry
Collect a few rocks – one for each person – that are small enough to fit
in your hand and big enough to feel some weight. Gather with your
family in a circle. Have each person start by holding a rock, and go
around the circle naming the hard, heavy things they are carrying right
now. This could be worry about a loved one, fear of getting sick,
loneliness without seeing friends, difficulty with school or work at a
distance. Encourage and model naming specific things while holding
and looking at your rock.
When everyone has shared, place your rocks in the middle of the circle,
and pray together, “God we carry hard, heavy things, but we know we
do not carry them alone because you are with us. Just like the rock that
was rolled away from Jesus’ tomb, you are rolling away things from our
lives to bring new life. Help us know you are bringing hope and joy and new possibilities. Amen.”
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Rocks Covered in Hope
Sometime after you have shared in the “Rocks we Carry” activity together, you
can take these rocks – now symbols of the hard things – and cover them in hope.
Wash the rocks with soap and water, and dry them thoroughly. Using acrylic
paint, each person can paint their rock with hearts. You could also just use
Sharpies if you don’t have access to paint.
Once the rocks are dry, leave them in places
where people can see them (or give them away
if you want) and be reminded of God’s
overflowing love!

Share Words of Love and Peace
Cut out paper hearts from colored paper (if you have some), and decorate as
you wish. Or, you can color in the hearts page (below). Write down a word (or
a picture) to describe something that person does well - or describe why you love them. If that person is in your
home, leave the note for them to find at the next mealtime. If your note is for someone not in your home, send
that person a picture text or email.

Virtual hugs
Send a virtual hug through email or text message to someone who
may be in need of one. Using a long piece of paper (or a few pieces
taped or glued together), trace your hands and arms. Cut out a heart
and write a message of hope, joy, peace, or love, then glue the arms
and hands to it to create a “hug.”
Take a picture of your “hugs” and send the photos digitally to
anyone who may need a hug.

Adapted from www.worshipdesignstudio.com/series
by Dr. Marcia McFee
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