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Prelude

Variations on “For everyone born, a place at the table”

Opening words
In a time with real risks and mounting fear,
when we need to keep distance from one another,
we open ourselves to the presence of the Spirit,
who connects us across the barriers of isolation and quarantine.
We celebrate the presence of Jesus Christ,
who touches us with compassion's grace,
although we remain wary of door knobs and elevator buttons.
We give thanks to God, our Shepherd,
who in creating us, loves us,
embracing us in arms that comfort and heal,
spreading for us a table in the presence of our enemies.
Hymn

The Lord's my shepherd I'll not want

Psalm 23
The Lord is my Shepherd I shall not be in want.
The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures, and leads me beside still waters.

Introduction

Hymn

The Lord's my shepherd I'll not want

Verse 1

You restore my soul, O Lord,
and guide me along right pathways for your name's sake.
Hymn

The Lord's my shepherd I'll not want

Verse 2

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death
through the valley of the shadow of death
I shall fear no evil.
I shall fear no evil.
for you are with me,
for you are with me,
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
Hymn

The Lord's my shepherd I'll not want

Verse 3

You prepare a table before me,
a table,
in the presence of my enemies.
You anoint my head with oil,
with oil
and my cup is running over.
Hymn

The Lord's my shepherd I'll not want

Verse 4

Surely, goodness
surely,
and mercy
surely,
shall follow me all the days of my life
surely,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.
Hymn

The Lord's my shepherd I'll not want
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Verse 5

Call to Confession

John 9:1-5

As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’ Jesus answered, ‘Neither this man nor his
parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the
works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am
in the world, I am the light of the world.’
Prayer of Confession
God of light,
how easy we point fingers.
Are we being trained to accuse,
to refuse to see beyond our own point of view
to amuse ourselves with belittling others,
to question the speck in the other person's eye
and disregard the log in our own?
Lord, have mercy.
Response

When we become blind to our presuppositions,
unaware of how much they make us susceptible,
or when our questions subtly cover assumptions
that end up serving the image we have of ourselves and those like us,
Christ, have mercy.
Response

Where we see disgust and you would reveal possibility,
where we see weakness and you would find glory,
where we would seek advantage and you would command us to love,
heal the emptiness of our vision, the narrowness of our sight.
Lord, have mercy.
Response

Words of grace
The Light of the world shines on sinners whether they be blind or not. Jesus, our Shepherd anoints
our heads with grace. Even if we are not able to gather round it physically, a table is being prepared
where goodness and mercy become our food. In Christ, our sins are forgiven and we are made
new.
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Acclamation

Mine voin mennä

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray,
Shepherd, Light, Truth,
unmasking any righteousness that leaves aside love,
illuminating the pathway that leads to life,
washing away the mud:
open our eyes so we see what we thought we would not see,
what we dared not hope to see,
compassion’s victory,
and mercy’s embrace
made visible in the face of your beloved, Jesus,
our prophet, our sight, our Lord.
Amen.
Gospel Reading

John 9:6-41

The Gospel is interspersed this morning with phrases from Psalm 23 and the refrain of There is a
balm in Gilead.
The Gospel according to John, chapter 9.
Glory to you, O Lord.
When [Jesus] had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the
mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which means Sent). Then
he went and washed and came back able to see.
You anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
Response

There is a balm in Gilead
We hum.

The neighbors and those who had seen [the blind man] before as a beggar began to ask, ‘Is this not
the man who used to sit and beg?’ Some were saying, ‘It is he.’ Others were saying, ‘No, but it is
someone like him.’ He kept saying, ‘I am the man.’ But they kept asking him, ‘Then how were your
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eyes opened?’ He answered, ‘The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me,
“Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and received my sight.’ They said to him,
‘Where is he?’ He said, ‘I do not know.’
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil.
Response

There is a balm in Gilead
We hum.

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day
when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he
had received his sight. He said to them, ‘He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.’
Some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.’ But
others said, ‘How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?’ And they were divided. So they
said again to the blind man, ‘What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.’ He said, ‘He
is a prophet.’
I shall fear no evil for the Lord is with me.
Response

There is a balm in Gilead
We hum.

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the
parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, ‘Is this your son, who you say was
born blind? How then does he now see?’ His parents answered, ‘We know that this is our son, and
that he was born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened
his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.’ His parents said this because they were
afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the
Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, ‘He is of age; ask him.’ So
for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, ‘Give glory to
God! We know that this man is a sinner.’ He answered, ‘I do not know whether he is a sinner. One
thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.’
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life.
Response

There is a balm in Gilead
We sing the words.

They said to him, ‘What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?’ He answered them, ‘I have
told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to
become his disciples?’ Then they reviled him, saying, ‘You are his disciple, but we are disciples of
Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he
comes from.’ The man answered, ‘Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes
from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to
one who worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been heard that
anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do
nothing.’ They answered him, ‘You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?’ And
they drove him out.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.
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Response

There is a balm in Gilead
We sing the words.

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, ‘Do you believe in the
Son of Man?’ He answered, ‘And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.’ Jesus said to
him, ‘You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.’ He said, ‘Lord, I believe.’ And he
worshiped him.
The Lord is my shepherd I shall not be in want. I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.
Response

There is a balm in Gilead
We sing the words.

Jesus said, ‘I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those
who do see may become blind.’ Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, ‘Surely
we are not blind, are we?’ Jesus said to them, ‘If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now
that you say, “We see,” your sin remains.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Andy Willis

Hymn

Amazing grace

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of the Father
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Prayers of Intercession
The Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
and also with you.
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Gathering of Gifts

Jesus, the very thought of you
Bernard of Clairvaux: English adapted from Edward Caswall
Music, Stanislav Surin: Slovakia
Jesus, the very thought of you fills our hearts with sweet delight.
But sweeter far your face to view and to rest within your light.
Nor voice can sing, no heart can frame, nor can the memory recall
a sweeter sound than your blest name, O blessed Savior of us all!
How kind you are to those who fall! How good you are to those who seek!
O, Jesus, be our joy today, joy that finds its prize in love;
grant us at last to hear you say, "Come and share my home above.

The Prayer over the Gifts
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray
Yes Lord, you are our shepherd,
and even in the midst of this uncertainty we hold to your promise that we will not want.
Thank you.
Even when we do not know what the next day will bring,
you give us moments to lie down, as if in green pastures,
and lead us to quietness, as if beside still waters.
For this gift,
thank you.
When our energy runs out, and our compassion slides into nervousness,
you restore our souls
and guide us along right pathways,
so we continue to honor your name with lives that say
thank you.
Death can seem as close as a cough,
with illness lurking at every turn,
but we have your assurance that you are with us,
so we need not fear evil.
As your rod and staff comfort us, we sigh with relief and breathe
thank you.
Although we are physically separate from each other,
you prepare a table for us,
in the presence of this enemy virus.
In the midst of trouble,
you anoint us with oil and fill our cup to overflowing.
Thank you.
We are not lacking goodness and mercy.
They follow us in every act of kindness these days
so that all the days of our lives become
thank you.
Although most of us are in our homes,
you are with us, dwelling with us,
making in our hearts a house for your Beloved, Jesus Christ.
Thank you.
The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
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Sending

Ephesians 5:8-9, 14

For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light— for the
fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Therefore it says, ‘Sleeper, awake!
Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.’
Sending Prayer
Benediction
Announcements
Hymn

For everyone born

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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