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I bumped into a Bible study on the bus on my way to the Thursday morning Bible 
study this week.

• Deenabandu Manchala asked me what the text was for that day’s study

• I replied “Sell what you own and give the money to the poor”.

• “Ah,” said Deenabandu, “the rich, young, ruler”

• Then he went on to give a summary analysis of the character at the height of 

his powers with economic wealth, the dynamism of youth and political might. 
And how Jesus confronts and confounds all three powers with his demand to 
sell what he owns and give the money to the poor.

• Only later did I realize that Deenabandhu and I had made a composite image 

of the character as a “rich, young, ruler”
o It’s only Matthew’s Gospel who describes the character as young

o It’s only Luke’s Gospel who describes the character as a ruler and rich

o Mark describes him in his own vivid and unique way as “a man”

 Only Mark sets the context of Jesus setting out on a journey – 
where?  To Jerusalem and to the cross!

 Only Mark describes the character simply as “a man”

 Only Mark mentions the urgency and humility – that the man 
ran up to Jesus and knelt  

 Then after their dialog about ethics and the commandments, 
that all three Gospel writers relate, Mark and only Mark adds 
the phrase:  “Jesus looking at him loved him” – what an odd 
and lovely description

 Then once again all three Gospel writers add the shocker:  You 
lack one thing – Go.  Sell.  Give.  Follow me. 

 Then after the man goes away shocked and grieving, only 
Mark describes Jesus this way:   Jesus looked around and 
spoke to his disciples about it being easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to 
enter the kingdom of God

 And a second time only Mark describes Jesus as looking at his 
disciples to say with God all things are possible.

What is it about Jesus that three times Mark and only Mark describes him as looking: 
   * Looking at the rich young ruler whose wealth and strength and political power 

stood in the way of his discipleship to follow Jesus;
   * Looking at his disciples to teach them
   * Looking at his disciples a third time to assure them that all things are possible 

with God.
   * Looking at them all – and through this text, looking directly at us.

Have you ever imagined looking into the eyes of Jesus?

There’s a prayer used in Uganda that goes like this:

Blessed are you, O Christ child, that your cradle was so low that shepherds, 
poorest and simplest of earthly people, could yet kneel beside you, and look,  
level-eyed, into the face of God.

Looking into the eyes of Jesus is looking level-eyed into the face of God.  
   * When you look into the eyes of Jesus, what do you see?  
   * We need a composite of all four Gospels to see.



There’s wonder – as when Jesus stood in the waters of the Jordan River and looked 
up to see God’s Spirit descending on him like a dove

There’s anger – as when Jesus looked at the money changers’ tables in the temple

There’s compassion – as when Jesus looked on the crowds as sheep without a 
shepherd or when he looked at the woman about to be stoned to death and said, 
“Neither do I condemn you.  Go and sin no more.”

There are tears in Jesus’ eyes – as when he looked out over the city of Jerusalem 
and wept, or in the cemetery at Bethany when he came to the grave of his friend 
Lazarus and looked at the mourning people

There must have been a sparkle of humor in his eyes when Jesus told some of his 
parables – like the steward who was forgiven a million dollar debt and then went and 
arrested the guy who owed him five francs

From the cross, how do you read the look in Jesus’ eyes when he says, “Father 
forgive them for they don’t know what they are doing.”

Or what do you see in Jesus’ eyes a couple days later in dim dawning light when he 
looks at Mary Magdalene and asks, “Woman why are you weeping?”  

Or again, the Risen Christ with Peter who denied him three times – Jesus looks at 
him with an intensity of love and forgiveness when he asks three times, “Do you love 
me?”  And sends him in mission and ministry:  “Feed my sheep.” 

When you look into the eyes of Jesus, level-eyed into the face of God what do you 
see?

• Judgment?  Because we too live in an evil time and bear responsibility?

• Compassion?  Because we too live in an evil time and need hope, need help?

• Are you afraid to look into Jesus’ eyes?  Do you feel “naked and laid bare to 

the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account” as the writer of 
Hebrews put it this morning?  

o Even there the writer counsels us to approach the throne of grace with 

boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time 
of need.

• Do you long to have Jesus look at you and love you?

• Do you hope for the day when Jesus might look into your eyes, kindly smile 

and call out your name?

It’s happened.  On the day of your baptism, when you were washed with grace-full water, 
immersed in the death and resurrection of Christ – you were called by name, sealed with the 
Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.  

In remembering our baptism, we seek the Lord and live.
In remembering our baptism, we are called to live ethical lives 
In remembering our baptism, we receive mercy enough to hear Jesus call us over 

the tumult of our lives and are gifted with grace follow Jesus
In remembering our baptism, we can turn from the idols that seek to snare us and 

offer to God what God has first given us – our selves, our time and our 
possessions, signs of God’s gracious love

In remembering our baptism, we remember the day God in Christ looked at us and 
loved us with a love so strong that nothing in all creation can separate you 
from that love in Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior


