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It was a dark and stormy night….
• 9 March 1748 aboard the ship, The Greyhound

• The crew was awakened by a violent storm 

• It was a ship that had been used for human trafficking – often in its cargo hold 

were human beings:  African men, women and children.   Captive, bound in iron 
chains – and bound for market to be sold into hard labor to the highest bidder

• The Greyhound’s captain was a man named John Newton

• You know the story, I expect.  And if not, it’s worth your study.  If you’re a part of a 

“Lazy Book Club” there is a movie about him.  
• For that dark and stormy night was a turning point in his life.  

o Blinded by the night

o Fighting for his life and his ship amidst the wind-whipped waves washing 

over the crew
o In the midst of the storm, Newton prayed the prayer of Bartimaeus – Lord 

have mercy
o God did have mercy.  They survived the storm.  Barely.  And Newton later 

reflected upon and wrote about that experience. 
• It would be another six years before he stepped off his last ship, The African, 

which had carried 250 slaves and quit the slave trade.  
• He never went to sea again.

• Instead be went to theological school and became a Church of England pastor in 

two small parishes  
• And wrote hymns including one called Amazing Grace

The hymn not only sings the story of his own life and conversion.  It sings the central 
message of the Reformation – that we are saved by God’s amazing gift of grace through 
faith.  This was the message of 

• Jan Hus who preached and taught against the sale of forgiveness in indulgences 

and was burned at the stake for such teaching in 1415 – 100 years before Luther 
picked up his hammer and nails to post the 95 Theses;

• It was 1521, when Martin Luther was declared a heretic and outlaw for similar 

teaching;
• John Calvin, John Knox, Ulrich Zwingli, and many other reformers whose 

likenesses and message are carved just over there at the Reformation 
Monument

• It’s also a central theme in the message of Vatican II held 50 years ago in Rome 

and in the Joint Declaration on Justification signed between the Vatican and the 
LWF on Reformation Day 1999 in Augsburg, Germany

o Both Lutherans and Roman Catholics declared that salvation comes by 

grace and good works – faith active and alive to love and serve the 
neighbor – lives out of that grace
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Grace – Grace….  what does it mean?
• We hear it every day in Geneva as La Clémence the largest, oldest, deepest 

toned bell in the Cathedral – rings and sings out its name:  Clemency / Mercy 
over the Old Town even to the Palais de Justice law courts next door to us  

But what does “Grace” mean in:  [Call on the following people to describe “Grace”]

The language of Geneva FRENCH Kristine Greenaway
The language of Luther GERMAN Elisabeth Benn

 

Africa TIKAR Collette Bouka Coula
Asia TAMIL Deenabandhu Manchala

 

Latin America SPANISH Ana Villanueva

 

Grace came to Bartimaeus outside Jericho where the Jordan River flows into the Dead 
Sea 

• Last healing story in Mark’s Gospel

• Only time Jesus is called “Son of David” 

• Jesus doesn’t rebuke the title.  

• He stops.  Stands still … on his way to Jerusalem and the cross.  

• Bartimaeus asks “let me see again.”  

o Apparently he had once been able to see.  

o And suddenly, once among the least, last, lost, outcaste and blind:  now 

he sees.
o Bartimaeus tosses aside his cloak and his beggar’s bowl to follow Jesus 

You don’t have to be on a nearly sinking ship to experience a dark and stormy night – it’s 
often dark and stormy when grace appears –

• Dim light in the intensive care unit of a hospital grace can be found

• Amidst the anxieties of the night, fearing ship wrecks of relationships or dreams, 

of health or hope
• John of the Cross called it the “long dark night of the soul” and such pillars of 

Christian discipleship as C.S. Lewis and Mother Theresa have written about their 
own journeys through those fearful pathways of doubt, despair, confusion until 
grace shone like a beacon to lead them home to faith, to Christ

• Darkness at midday over a rocky hill named Golgotha, when a Centurian soldier 

exclaimed at grace nailed to a cross

Kirsteen hums and readies to sing  –

• God’s grace enters our fear-filled lives and calls us to faith, to relationship with 

Christ, to open our eyes and see with grateful, grace-full vision – this 
Reformation Day and all days, now and forever…..

Kirsteen sings alone – ‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear…..  Then sings 
“Amazing Grace”
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