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Grace to you and peace. . . ..

Who is wise and understanding among you?
• From across the centuries, the question is timely for us.

• We could use wise and understanding folk on the international level

o In this age of unending war and extending war by drone proxy

o In this age of religious intolerance and enflamed misunderstanding

o In this age of abuse of humanity created in the image of God through 

human trafficking and other forms of slavery, domestic violence and 
abuse of children 

• We could use wise and understanding folk in our various national levels, in our 

workplaces, homes and relationships

Who is wise and understanding among you?
• From across the centuries, the question is timely for us as a congregation as we 

journey into this time of transition
• Where for us is the wisdom from above?

o To understand our past 

o To hold high the opportunities before us

o To unpack and explain the church conflicts and tensions of James’ time, 

of the Reformation time in this city, as well as our own time
o To articulate our vision for mission and ministry in Jesus’ name HERE and 

NOW

Who is wise and understanding among you?
• Where for us is that wisdom from above?

• It’s here, present in our midst, given as a gift

Wisdom in a holy word in Scripture
• From the dawn of creation when the morning stars sang together we read of 

wisdom present with the creator (Proverbs 8)
o Listen this is wisdom speaking:  The LORD created me at the beginning 

of his work, the first of his acts of long ago.  Ages ago I was set up, at the 
first, before the beginning of the earth.  When there were no depths I was 
brought forth, when there were no springs abounding with water.  Before 
the mountains had been shaped, before the hills, I was brought forth – 
when he had not yet made earth and fields, or the world’s first bits of soil. 
When he established the heavens, I was there, when he drew a circle on 
the face of the deep, when he made firm the skies above, when he 
established the fountains of the deep, when he assigned to the sea its 
limit, so that the waters might not transgress his command, when he 
marked out the foundations of the earth, then I was beside him, like a 
master worker (variation:  little child) ; and I was daily his delight, rejoicing 
before him always, rejoicing in his inhabited world and delighting in the  
human race.  



• Is that wisdom the Christ?  The divine logos, the Word in the beginning with God, 

who was God; through whom all things came into being and without whom not 
one thing came into being? (John 1)

o Once at a conference I helped to organize on theology and the arts, I 

heard Canadian singer, Bruce Cockburn describe one of his songs as a 
sort of vision of Christ singing the universe into being – at creation dawn 
before the parting of the waters.  The song’s title is Creation Dream and 
includes these lyrics:

Centred on silence Counting on nothing
I saw you standing on the sea
And everything was Dark except for
Sparks the wind struck from your hair
Sparks that turned to Wings around you
Angel voices mixed with seabird cries
Fields of motion Surging outward
Questions that contain their own replies...

You were dancing I saw you dancing
Throwing your arms toward the sky
Fingers opening Like flares
Stars were shooting everywhere
Lines of power Bursting outward
Along the channels of your song

• Wisdom as a gift in Sacrament – 

o In Proverbs we also encounter wisdom as the feminine face of the divine 

calling out in the marketplace, amidst the economy of our lives:  “come 
eat my bread, drink my wine, walk in the way of insight”

• Wisdom as a gift in Christ

o In Advent, in anticipation of Jesus born in Bethlehem as well as 

anticipation for the return of Christ at the end of time, we sing of wisdom 
in the familiar hymn, O Come, O Come Emmanuel – One of those O 
Antiphons that we sing goes –

O come, O Wisdom from on high, embracing all things far and nigh: 
in strength and beauty come and stay; teach us your will and guide 
our way.  Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

o And so it is:  In Luke’s Gospel, after Jesus is born he’s taken to the 

Temple where Simeon greets him as the Messiah and sings, Lord now let  
your servant depart in peace according to your word – Luke writes that 
Jesus grew is stature and in wisdom.  

o Then Luke leaps 12 years to Jesus teaching the elders in the temple 

before bookending that vignette with a repeat phrase that Jesus 
increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor

o Here at this table we encounter the Word made flesh dwelling among us 

full of grace and truth – here we receive the presence of Christ to us in 
bread and wine



Who is wise and understanding among you?
• The question arises in the Gospel text as Jesus and his disciples journey on the 

road to Capernaum 
• There the disciples are arguing:  “You can be the boss disciple, but I’m going to 

be Deputy-Messiah!”
• Jesus takes a child and talks of servanthood.  In Aramaic “child” and “servant” 

are the same word
• What might we learn about governance in our congregation where all are 

“children of the heavenly Father” where the egalitarian, non-hierarchical 
priesthood of all believers are called to servanthood?

o What might we learn from Old Man Simeon in the temple, singing “Lord 

now let your servant depart in peace according to your word….”

Who is wise and understanding among you?
• Where is God calling us as a congregation in this season of transition?

• I received an email from Pastor Lusmarina this morning asking that her love be 

conveyed to the community when we gathered for worship this morning.
• I know from personal experience that Lus is grieving her departure from this 

community – when she goes to church this morning in Rio I expect when they get 
to the Lord’s Prayer tears will well in her eyes as the prayer is prayed only in 
Portugese instead of the multi-lingual / Pentecost-like experience of this 
congregation

• Wisdom tells us that in the wake of Pastor Lusmarina’s departure we will 

encounter grief with its minglement of emotions – sorrow, anger, depression, 
doubt, denial, relief, 

• As we review our congregational history in the coming weeks we’ll remember 

spectacularly wonderful times and painful wounded times
o We’ll remember that this building has been a place of worship / a military 

hospital / a military barracks / and a home away from home for the 
German pastor and family

o Those four uses of the building describe the core of our mission and 

ministry:  worship of God / healing / putting on the armor of God in nurture 
and education / providing a home away from home for an expat 
community

• As we reflect on where God is calling us we’ll encounter a time to discern

o What are our strengths?

o What are our growing edges?

Wisdom from above shall accompany us in this time of transition.
• Wisdom who danced at the dawn of creation shall inspire us 

• Emmanuel, God with us, will indeed come to be our hope and companion

• God’s Holy Spirit will be our advocate and guide


