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These are hard texts today:  divorce, adultery….but also creation of a helper, 
establishment of relationship and blessing of children.

The texts take us back to the more intimate of the two creation stories in Genesis.
• God uses earth (adamah) to make (adam) – the human one, or “man” – and 

breathes into the human one the breath of life
• Then God plants a garden for the human one but observes:  “It is not good for 

the human one to be alone – so God made a helper.”
• Relationship is created between the two 

• Relationship is also there between the two created ones and their creator 

It’s one of the creation gifts of God that we live our lives in relationship – that we are 
hard wired for relationship – born or adopted into families 

Yet these challenging texts remind us that sometimes those relationships in which we 
find ourselves can be broken – 

• Between two when the love in marriage grows cold, 

• Or between several when a family fractures in a fight over an inheritance

• Or between many when a community, or a congregation, or a nation splits, 

divides over an issue and the fabric of those relationships is torn apart

Against the background of such realities, can any hope be found?

That’s often times the question I get asked in pre-marriage counseling.  When I meet 
with a couple to be married or their civil union blessed I talk with them about many 
aspects of their relationship – legal, sexual, financial, communication, conflict 
resolution, etc.

• Usually I’ll get the question, “Can we make it?  My parents were divorced, can 

we make it?”
• And I always respond “Yes, you can make it.”  But you need to work at it the 

two of you.  But always remember that you’ll never be alone in keeping the 
love of your relationship alive – for you are supported by three kinds of love:

o The two of you together are the relationship – eros love

o Family and friends, the church will accompany you – filial love

 Listen to the intercessions today as Jonathan leads us in 
prayer for Deborah and Paul Kioy and for Kristin and John 
Roaldseth Moyer – two couples in our congregation who mark 
the anniversary of their marriage today and tomorrow

 Each Sunday when we gather in the relationship of this 
congregation we pray for married and blessed couples – we 
become helpers in support of their marriage relationship

o But then I tell the couple that most especially God will accompany you 

– agape love

Divorce is never the last word in a relationship – it may mark the legal end of a 
relationship but something always lives on:  sometimes friendship, other times anger; 
sometimes despair; other times new relationships, new life.

I’m an indirect product of divorce.



In the late 1800s a 17 year old Swedish woman, named Anna Charlotta left her family 
and her home in Ostergotland and emigrated to the United States.

• There she was received by a Swedish immigrant community that welcomed 

her – and helped her travel to another Swedish community in Iowa where 
they connected her to church, community, employment

• In time she met and married a young man – another immigrant from Sweden

• But, their marriage did not go well – her husband was alcoholic, mean, 

abusive.  Eventually he abandoned her and moved to another community.
• At a time when divorce was profoundly difficult Anna Charlotta filed for divorce 

on grounds of abandonment.
• The community did not abandon her.  They accompanied and supported her.

• She remarried and in time gave birth to a daughter named Victoria who would 

become my Grandmother
• If not for that courageous divorce a whole forest within my family tree would 

not exist – including my grandmother, my father and me

God not only creates a helper for the human one.  God became a helper
• Ps 121 – I lift up my eyes to the Saleve, the Jura – from where is my help to 

come, my help comes from the LORD, the maker of heaven and earth
• My help, my help – in Hebrew the Psalm writer used the same noun as in the 

creation story – my help comes from or my helper is the LORD the creator
• Most profoundly, God became the helper in Jesus – Emmanuel – God with us

This one also knew solitude – sometimes in early morning prayer, sometimes in 
abandonment when his teaching became too hard, too difficult and some declined to 
follow

This one also knew abandonment – divorced from his followers who betrayed, denied 
and fled from him so that alone from the cross he would cry the Psalmist’s lament 
from Psalm 22:   “My God, My God why have you forsaken me?”  

• That Psalm continues in Verse 11  There is no one to help

• Or in Verse 19  O my help, hasten to my aid….Deliver me…Save me…

But more:  on the night in which he was betrayed, the night before Jesus went to the 
cross, he shared a meal with his disciples.

• After the meal he spoke to them at length and prayed for them

• He promised to send the Holy Spirit as a Advocate 

• If you look at the footnote for that word “Advocate” you will see that it is 

sometimes translated as “Helper”
• The Holy Spirit is a Helper for us

o In marriage for sure, but also in all our relationships

All our relationships – including our relationship as the body of Christ



Can God in Christ be the helper for us during this interim year?
• Some among us are hurting

• Some among us feel alienated

• Some among us are grieving

• Can God in Christ be our helper?

Will God’s Holy Spirit be our helper?  Our advocate?  One who intercedes for us 
even when we, in sorrow and pain, don’t know how to pray?  Yes!   

As the writer of Hebrews put it Jesus is not ashamed to call us brothers and sisters 
and then goes on to quote that same Psalm from the cross:  Ps. 22 verse 22 “I will 
proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters in the midst of the congregation I will 
praise you.”

The Psalm of abandonment from the cross turns to become a psalm of praise and 
thanksgiving, a psalm of restored life in the midst of the congregation.

I have profound hope for this amazing congregation.
• The one who was acquainted with grief will be with us

• The one who blessed children will also bless us

For God our creator, God who is Emmanuel, God’s Holy Spirit will be our helper – 
and help us to treasure, to honor, to value this congregation that God called into 
being and who accompanies us this day and all days….


