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How old is this child? The child Jesus is talking about in the Gospel? The child we have to emmulate if we are
to enter God's realm? Is she Marlene, Selma or Nichola's age? (about 3 months old) or Kartik's age? (one
month old) Or perhaps Bela, Chukwuemeka, Magdalena or Matifadza's age? (6 months to one year old)
Perhaps Immanuel, Louis, Lina or Daniel's age? (around 2) Or Ulema (9) Nicholas or Benjamin's age? (12 or
10 years old).

When Jesus speaks about a child, is he concerned about age, or time? Or is he emphasizing some aspect of
childhood: dependence? Vulnerability? Playfulness? Is he speaking of the ever present possibility of 'being
molded' by newness? What does the child inspire in Jesus?

There are different interpretations for Jesus' words. There are commentators who say Jesus is talking about
dependence. Unless we realize we are as dependent as Kartik (or Louis or Selma) is on his parents' care, we
will not enter the realm of God. We depend completely on God's love and mercy; our lives and our existence
have place only in the bosom of God.

Others speak about vulnerability. Children are amongst the most vulnerable. They are an easy target for abuse
and exploitation because they cannot defend themselves. Well, those commentators don't know the children
living on the streets in violent places. They learn how to survive without adults very early and they
incorporate the violence of their surroundings and condition. But that is a response to abandonment and
violence born from emergency, desperation and lack of alternatives. They remain vulnerable.
Adults structure their lives in a way to protect themselves as much as possible against vulnerabilities. We try
to have financial stability, we buy houses and cars and other things that guarantee some comfort. We develop
concepts and values that sustain us. Sometimes, we even build rigid structures in terms of our thinking,
behaving and living in order to assure that no chaos or instability will reach us. But still, we remain
vulnerable.
We have to remember though that there are people whose vulnerability is much bigger then ours, people who
never even get close to access any type of stability or comfort or security or peace. Their vulnerability has
consequences for us; it impacts our lives, it re-defines our own vulnerability.
Unless we place ourselves before God and others as vulnerable people we will not enter God's realm.

There are some people for whom childlikeness is recovering the capacity to play. Ruben Alves asserts this
over and over again. You will not be surprised that I like this idea. To be like a child is to recuperate the
capacity to relate to reality in a completely different way, to transform reality in a story, to invent a new
reality that seems to have nothing to do with the one the child is living in. To be like a child is to be able to
open a crack in the present tense and build a tunnel that takes you to a different place and time, just like that (I
will snap my fingers here). Suddenly seventy-eight rabbits step on top of each other in order to kiss a giraffe
and a blue rabbit finds himself lost in the midst of the sky. What happened is that a star took the blue rabbit
for a ride. They visited the moon, which is a big white and round country, full of holes; after they jumped on
the clouds which are made with cotton, and had fun doing pirouettes in front of small back holes, and after
many hours the star got tired and went back home where the stars live and the blue rabbit went back home
where rabbits live, and when he got there he ate wheat and poo and went to bed and dreamed that he was a
blue rabbit who was lost in the midst of the sky.
To be a child is to be able to imagine and dream. There can be another reality, a new dimension in time, a
different way to solve problems and explore possibilities. To be like a child is to rediscover play.

Being like a child has also to do with the ever present possibility of 'being molded' by what is new. Children
are not finished. They are always in process: being molded, re-molded, learning, assimilating new
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information, developing new skills. And this is another understanding Jesus wants us to reach â�� we are
never complete. We have to remain open. When we think we understand all, when we have reached the truth
and there is no room for questioning, for thinking further, for feeling differently; then we are done. We
distance ourselves from God's realm.

I believe the different interpretations do not exclude each other, but are complementary. To be like a child is
to embrace all these different conditions. But there is a last point I would like to mention. When speaking
about the child, Jesus was speaking about what a child is capable of inspiring. When you look at a child, what
does she or he inspire in you? I would like to invite you to say the last words of this sermon. I would like to
invite the parents who are here this morning to bring their children forward (the children who can come by
themselves, come by themselves).
(Lus to people in the congregation). Look at the children, what do they inspire in you?
(leave space so people can say words).

Amen.
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