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Speaking about inheritance, Rubem Alves says: 'to distribute properties and objects is simple; you just need to
write a testament. But what I really want to give to my children cannot be given that way; it can only be
seeded in hope that it will flourish'.

In this Reformation Sunday of 2010 we gather as people of faith, inheritors of Reformation, in a Lutheran
Church, in Calvin's city, 3 hours by train from Zurich, the city of Zwingli. What a mixture of history and
stories, failures and victories, sufferings and joys, wars and reconciliation, such a wide range of interests and
loyalties: the search for God and for liberation, and many elements we are not even aware of. When we walk
to this Church on Sunday mornings and pass by the Madeleine Church down the hill, how many of us
remember or know that the Madeleine Church was the starting point of Reformation in Geneva when Farel
started preaching in 1532? Or that it was the place where Michel Servet was sentenced to be burnt alive in a
type of "Reformation Inquisition"?

Wars were fought; people were displaced or killed in order to Reform the Church and consequently, society.
Freedom in many different areas was achieved and fundamental social changes took place - things that after
493 years we take for granted. It is so natural to be free, isn't it? We don't even think about the costs of our
freedom. It is so vital to be educated that we judge the lack of education for all as a failure in a given country's
system. Rubem, can you imagine yourself without access to university (not becoming a biologist)? It is so
good to read our bibles and sing songs in our own languages that we cannot conceive not being allowed to do
so, right? All of these values so dear to us are part of our inheritance as Protestants, or as Catholics, Orthodox,
other religions and even atheists in a post-reformation world.

Martin Luther was an impressive man. Since he fixed his 95 thesis on the door of the church in Wittenberg, in
31 of October of 1517, until his death, he wrote so much that if a person decided to copy all his texts, this
person would need 50 years to finish her work. Luther made mistakes, but he was right in many different
aspects. He was a true prophet and liberator.

Luther gave the Church back to people and restored the possibility of direct relationship with God. Through
the principle of the priesthood of all believers, the Church was not anchored in the hierarchy but in the
community. Luther says: "Thank God, a seven- year-old child knows what the church is, namely, holy
believers and sheep who hear the voice of their Shepherd". These words provide a concise synthesis of
Luther's ecclesiology. There are two elements in this concept: first, the congregation of believers (sheep that
listen) and second, the word of God (the voice of their shepherd). So church is the community of faith guided
by the word of God. It is a church for people, with people, by people. As such, it cannot be silent in front of
whatever affects people's lives. Martin Luther addressed countless words to the leadership of the church, to
the princes and German nobility, to the peasants and other groups of society. He didn't stay out of politics and
he had clear opinions about the main issues of his time. Well, he created many of the issues of his time.

What about a church for our time? Is a church for our time to be ecumenical and diverse? Perhaps like ours?
A church for our time has to be prophetic; it cannot compromise itself with the powers that promote wars,
disregard human rights or dominate people. It cannot accumulate money or property in a world where millions
are poor, landless and homeless. It needs to review its relation with the State or any organizations when this
relation blocks its prophetic vocation.

Martin Luther didn't only give the Church back to people. He called forth the awareness and the trust that -
guided by the word of God the community of saints has freedom to make decisions concerning life in its
various spheres.
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Freedom is a gift and a vocation. We are called to be free through faith in Jesus Christ. In his writing titled
The Freedom of a Christian, Luther says: "A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all, subject to none." And "A
Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant, subject to all". This means that as Christians we are simultaneously
free from all things and yet bound in service to all persons.

But how can we speak of the interdependence that Christian freedom describes to the self-made man or
woman of the twenty-first century? How can we affirm interdependence in a culture that constructs freedom
as independence â�� from responsibility, regulation, taxation, relational obligation, even mortality?

Scholar David Lose says that "Christian freedom is freedom from precisely the need to justify and establish
ourselves on our own. At the same time, Christian freedom is freedom for life in relationship with God and
each other because we believe we have been created for just such relationships and cannot be either whole or
free apart from them."

How do mutually dependent relationships occur in your life? How intensely do you experience them?

Christian freedom is one of the best inheritances we received from the Reformation and probably one of the
best we can give to our children. Are we doing that?

As Rubem Alves says, "what we really want to give to our childrenâ�¦ can only be seeded in hope that it will
flourish'.

Amen.
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