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It is the time of autumn. Darkness is getting more and more part of our lives. The leaves are falling from the
trees. And this autumn not only the leaves are falling, but the stock markets of the world are falling as well as
the global financial systems, the banks as well as our own savings. Even countries seem to get bankrupt, like
Iceland, but I heard that its oilrich Nordic neighbor Norway is going to buy it! So here we are naked as the
trees. And as in every autumn time (but maybe even more this autumn) reminding ourselves of the transience
or fugitiveness or â�� in economical terms- perishability (it all means the same), we are reminded of our
mortality. And the questions come more often in the autumn than in the spring: What is life REALLY about?
What matters? What is really important? What is the meaning of it all? Today Jesus reminds us and maybe
even gives us an answer: He says: "If you are truly my disciples you will know the truth and the truth will
make you free". He talks about truth and freedom. In another situation he even said: "I am the way, the truth
and the life". Consequently: By following him we will find and follow the truth and be aware what REAL life
is about and find our freedom as human beings. And I would like to add one more of JesusÂ´ statements as he
says: "I am the light of the world". Three words that matters today: Truth, light and freedom, three of the most
frequent words in the Bible. Let me begin with the light. The Bible often mentions the light as one of the main
sources of life. The Bible could even be called the Book of the Light, because it all begins with the light and it
all ends with the light of God. And the whole Bible talks about the struggle between the light and the
darkness. The light exists. Darkness on the other hand is nothing in itself. You are actually not able to create
lamps that will make blackness. Why? Because darkness does not exist in itself. Darkness is the absence of
light. Light is made up of phontons. Darkness happens when there are no phontons. It is the same concerning
the cold. Coldness is nothing in itself. It is the absence of warmth. Warmth are the movements of molecules
and atoms. Coldness â�� the absolute zero-point â�� is the absence of those movements. Consequently it is
not the cold that comes creeping in through the walls, but the warmth that leaks out. Maybe it is the same
concerning evil? Evil is nothing in itself, but absence of goodness and love. When love disappears, evil gets
in. Is it the same about truth? I think it is. If truth is coded into our lives as the seal of God in our baptisms,
where we â�� often through our parents â�� say yes to the true presence of God in our lives, all lies are
nothing in themselves, but absence of the truth of God in our lives.

What about freedom? Freedom is a more complex concept. It is all about a freedom from something and a
freedom to something. A longing for freedom exists only where there is no freedom. In every human being
there are certain restrictions. As from the very beginning. For the unborn baby the womb is a world of security
and nourishment. But only for a limited time. When the time comes the baby must get itself free from the
womb. It is the same in every household. When the time comes the teenager must free him- or herself from
his/her parents, which even might become as painful as the time of the birth both for the parents as well as for
the teenager. Painful, but necessary. It is not about right or wrong, but about life or choking death. Only in
respect to each other's integrity freedom may be found. Thus it is also in a bigger perspective. Only by
respecting fundamental human rights a society will be able to develop in a sound way. We need to remind us
this over and over again seeing countries and people starting their freedom walk. It is often a painful process,
but essential. It is all about life or death.
But freedom is also freedom to something. Freedom linked to responsibility. This is the kind of freedom Jesus
offers. Jesus is our redeemer, but if I donÂ´t want the freedom, he cannot free me. And the freedom we have
to fight for is double. There are two big questions that we have to ask each other today: How is the earth
saved? And how is the soul saved? Maybe the
answer is that the salvation of the soul presupposes the salvation of the earth. It is the human being, being
freed from guilt, being forgiven and restored that makes up the condition for the salvation of the earth, for the
freedom of creation from mankind's egoistic, subversive powers.

The world cannot be saved by clenched fists, only by open hands. It is not only about right or wrong, it is
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actually about life and death. We need to remind us that in these autumn times when not only the autumn
leaves are falling, but all kinds of systems that uphold the world. Freedom needs its sister Trust. Bu who can
we trust in these times? Who can we turn to? The disciple Peter asked Jesus the same: "Lord, to whom can we
go?" And Peter himself gave the answer: "You have the words of eternal life". Truly, truly, the truth has to
make us free in order for us to trust in the Redeemer who is able to create a greening spring for the world.

I once heard about one genius invention made by Native people somewhere in South America ( I really
donÂ´t know if it is a true story, but it is a good sermon illustration!). In this native tribe monkey meat is very
attractive. So they have constructed these monkey traps, made of wood. They are made like boxes with tight
ribbons and a cover with a small hole. In the box they put a nut or a fruit or whatever a monkey likes (or for
me a Swiss chocolate). The box will be put in the kind of tree, where monkeys hang around. And suddenly the
monkey discovers the nut (or the fruit or â�� like me â�� the Swiss chocolate) in the box and tries to find out
how to get it. So the monkey puts its hand into the box and gets the nut/fruitâ�¦. and is stuck! He cannot get
his hand out from the box with a clenched fist! Now, if the monkey would be smart enough he would open his
hand, drop the nut/fruit and become free. But monkeys are not smart, they hang on with their clenched fists
around the nut/fruit/candy and so they will â�� stuck as they are to the box - be caught by the Native tribe.
With a clenched fist youÂ´re stuck, but with an open hand youÂ´ll get free. The same thing seems to happen
today not only among the monkeys, but among the stock market dealers and among other financial boxes. We
are all now found with our clenched fists and our greed in the candy box and by Jesus we are told to free
ourselves in order to find the true life. Sometimes we Christians behave in the same manner. With clenched
fists we hold on to our pictures of God and with clenched fists we defend those pictures, sometimes even with
weapons in our hands. That happened during the middle ages, it happened during reformation times, where
people even learned to sing "A mighty fortress is our God" and in Swedish the text even says: "God is our
secure weapon". Another picture of God is told in another hymn that we sing today: "The love of God is broad
like beach and meadow". In that kind of open-air-God there are no fortresses nor weapons, not even sand
castles. That particular song was sung more than ever when the iron wall was broken down between East and
West Germany. Such is the power of freedom, of truth and of the longing for open hands. It breaks down
walls.

This autumn as the leaves and the stock markets of the world are falling down we obviously need a
reformation again, not only of our global economic systems, but also of the human soul, a reformation that
opens our hands and our hearts to the truth and the light of God. But maybe we need first to fall with Christ in
order to be able to rise. "If the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed".

Song: Like autumn leaves walls will be falling as well as titles, powers and names.
//: And when weÂ´re falling, O God, receive us, O God, receive us in your hands.://

You fall with us when we are falling into the suffering, death and pain.
//: And when we're falling you are inside us with love to hold us and sustain ://

Now we arise from what is fallen, we rise from suffering, death and shame.
//: And when we're rising your truth is calling to walk the Way that bears your name.://
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