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If the eyes see
With love
What it is not;
It has to be.

I like this short poem by Father Antonio Vieira because it speaks of love as a force that is capable of
transforming realities, and more, of creating that which does not exist.

It was Tuesday, of the Holy Week, the last days of Jesus. He had been involved in a series of disputations with
the Pharisees, Sadducees, lawyers, chief priests, elders, and scribes. In each confrontation he proved to be
more cautious, smarter and wiser than his adversaries. The Gospel we just heard is the final trap his opponents
try to set for him. It is also his final answer, which set them silent.

The question: "which commandment in the law is the greatest?" Jesus' answer is right to the point. Loving
God is the first and the most important thing. And, with it comes a consequence: to love God means that you
also love God's people. The ancient rabbis put it in similar terms when teaching: "What is hateful to you do
not do to your neighbor. That is the whole Law." â�¨â�¨What more can be said after this? Silenced, the
Pharisees finally gave up battling.

Love for God and love for the neighbor are interconnected. Professor Clayton Schmidt says that, "The key
problem in interpreting this double commandment for our time is that we lose sight of the biblical meaning of
love. Our culture has equated love with intense emotion. To love is a stronger response than to like. And, both
are measures of a passive response to something outside us. â�¨â�¨We like chocolate: we cannot help
ourselves. We love a movie: it entertains or moves us. We love a boy or girlfriend: they make us happy. We
love a spouse: they complete us. â�¨â�¨But, biblical love is not passive and it is not strictly emotional. In the
Old Testament, there are references to many kinds of love, but the love referred to here by Jesus is the love of
Deuteronomy 6:5, the love of Yahweh. This love is far from passive. It is the active response of the faithful
person to the love of Godâ�¦ Feelings and emotions do not enter into the equation." (here ends Schmidt)

The love of God is active. God chooses to love us. And our response is to choose to love back; to love God
with all our heart, soul, and mind, is to choose to love back.

I find interesting this concept that, loving God is not about feelings and emotions; it is about choice. An active
choice. We participate in the movement of God's love by taking a decision to love back. Obviously our
decisions many times do reflect our feelings and emotions, but they are not in the center of the concept we are
working with this morning. In the New Testament, the main word used for love is agape, which is a
passionless love. However, agape in the gospels has some connection to emotion, when it speaks of God's
care for God's creation. But mostly, it refers to what can be called loving-kindness.

To choose to love God has implications. It implies choosing to love the other. Love to the neighbor doesn't
happen in an empty space. It is neither an abstract nor an innocuous concept. When we love, we love someone
with a name, with cultural, social, and historical location, with idiosyncrasies. The other is always different,
always challenging, because she confronts us with what is beyond ourselves. Loving the neighbor is being
open to accompany and care, to understand and support, to walk the extra mile; it is also being capable to see
the limits and to draw the lines. Sometimes, the one we love, has difficulties to understand boundaries and
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becomes disrespectful and even abusive. We will love better and more effectively, when we are capable to set
the boundaries clear. Love is not synonymous with licentiousness; it can never be used to justify improper or
harmful behavior.

Love for the neighbor is not passive love. It is not something that occurs to us without our will. Love for the
neighbor is something we do; and sometimes something we refrain from doing. To love our neighbor as
ourselves is to act toward the other whom we don't know as we would act toward those close to us. â�¨

I remember a story told by Anthony de Mello, named Love.
It says, "It was time for the monsoon rains to begin and a very old man was digging holes in the garden. 'What
are you doing?' his neighbor asked. 'Planting mango trees,' was the reply. 'Do you expect to eat mangoes from
those trees?' 'No, I won't live long enough for that. But others will. It occurred to me the other day that all my
life I have eaten mangoes planted by other people. This is my way of showing them my gratitude.'"

Loving our neighbor is loving those we know and those we don't know; those we love now and those we
would have loved in the future; those whose names we can say and those whose names we will never learn. I
said before that love doesn't happen in an empty space; it is not an abstract concept; when we love, we love
someone with a name, with cultural, social, and historical location. It is true. It is because we love Carl and
Nyambura and Emese now that we will be able to love Mara and Julia and the sons of Jared, and Sidharth, and
the daughters of Pavi and Martha. It is because we love Deborah and Gideon now that we will be able to love
their children and grandchildren, even when we will not get to know them. The ones we love now create for
us the opportunity to love further into the future, towards eternity.

Loving our neighbor is being filled with the force that is capable of transforming realities, of creating that
which does not exist.

If the eyes see
With love
What it is not;
It has to be.
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