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Do not loose heart. There are bridges to be crossed, there are others to be burnt. Do not loose heart. There are
paths to be walked, and new beginnings to be searched. Do not loose heart. When light is dim, and hope
evades; when the wait is long, and strength fades, do not loose heart.

This seems to be the message Luke wants to communicate to his community, which was starting to loose hope
about the return of Jesus Christ. People were living with the expectation of the return of Jesus, who would
finally judge the world and bring about the Realm of God. But such an event was being delayed; it was not
taking place, and the community was starting to loose faith.
Luke addresses this issue by inviting people to pray in order not to loose heart. Prayer is the necessary means
for not yielding to temptation (11:4b) or experiencing the failure of faith (22:46). In periods of ongoing
struggle and tribulation, prayer is an indispensable exercise.
The way Luke presents the text, though, is somehow curious.

A woman cries for justice. She is a widow, which means, she lives in vulnerable conditions. She has no rights.
She can't inherit the land of her husband or the house in which she has lived for many years. She depends
completely on the will of the brothers of the dead husband in order to have access to a decent life. But she has
a sense of justice. She keeps coming back to this judge who has neither fear of God nor respect for people.
She keeps asking him to grant her justice against her opponent. In the context of the parable, the widow's
request probably relates to a financial matter. The judge decides to grant her what she is asking for. He wants
to avoid her coming back to his door. In fact, he wants to avoid getting a black eye. The Greek word here
comes from boxing. The translation could be, "I will grant her justice so that she does not give me a black
eye."

The widow in the parable stands for the millions of women and girls who are still deprived of their rights and
are the most vulnerable to violence and poverty. Today we are ending the Churches' Week of Action on Food,
which emphasized this year, 'food and gender'. Today is also the International Day for the Eradication of
Poverty. According to the information published by the Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance, "on a global scale,
women produce more then half of all food that is grown: up to 80 per cent in Africa, 60 per cent in Asia,
between 30 and 40 per cent in Latin America and Western countries. Women nevertheless account for 70 per
cent of the world's hungry and are disproportionately affected by malnutrition, poverty and food insecurity".
Although they are the largest producers of food, "they have access to or control of only 5 per cent of the land
globally"

Women and men have to keep knocking at the doors of those who control the mechanisms of food trade, and
food distribution, locally and globally. Women and men have to continue fighting so women do have rights of
inheritance and the administration of the land they cultivate. Women and men have to continue striving so
women get equal opportunities of education. Women and men have to continue working together so no child
sees her mother battered and then sent to the fields to work to feed the one who did the beating.

What does this have to do with us here in Geneva? Some of us have the opportunity to be directly related to
these realities through our work or organizations in which we act. Some of us are quite distant from such
realities. But violence against women and girls happens everywhere. We need to be attentive to our own
contexts, and surroundings. And justice in terms of food is a theme that touches all of us. Do we care about
where the food we eat is coming from? Do we eat fairly produced food? How much of what we buy is
wasted?

If the widow stands for all women and girls who are still being denied their rights today, who does the unjust
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judge stand for? Scholar David Lose starts his reflections on this text asking, "In what way is God like an
unjust judge?" Is God the unjust judge?
At the beginning I said that Luke is addressing the fact that the community is starting to loose hope and faith
in the coming of Jesus. The parable is, in fact, giving voice to the discouragement of early believers, not only
caused by the delay of Jesus' return, but also by the difficult and unjust circumstances they were enduring. In
this perspective, according to David, the parable might be saying, "While I know that God may seem like an
unjust judge, God's actions are just and God will deliver justice in due time."
Haven't we all struggled with the question of whether God is just or not when witnessing so much injustice
and so many catastrophes in our world? Haven't we desired for a stronger God who would stop all the natural
disasters and avoid the death of so many people and the destruction of so many places? These are not
questions of our time only; people of faith have been struggling with them since the beginning.
Whatever perspective we take, the fact is that the parable doesn't end with the unjust judge fearing to get a
black eye. It continues to affirm that God will grant justice "to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night."
We are not to be discouraged. We are rather invited to look to the example of a woman who did not lose heart.
Her persistence evoked a response. Her diligence brought about justice.
There is so much to be enjoyed and affirmed. Do not lose heart. Look at the women and men who survive in
difficult conditions all over the world, and here in Geneva. Do not loose heart. Look at the Miners of Chile.
After 69 days under the ground they were rescued and are all alive. Do not loose heart. Look at your friends
who surround you and give you time and energy and sympathy. Do not loose heart.
There are bridges to be crossed, there are others to be burnt. There are paths to be walked, and new beginnings
to be searched. When light is dim, and hope evades; when the wait is long, and strength fades, do not loose
heart.
Amen.
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