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Did you ever wish upon a star? Did your dream come true? Did you ever look at the stars to get a sense of
direction?
Since we are privileged to have as members of our congregation some physicists working at CERN (the
European Nuclear Research Center), the worship committee decided to work with the image of stars and
particle physics for Advent.

Advent means coming. In the four Sundays before Christmas we get ready for the coming of Christ:
the infant Christ of Bethlehem,
the Christ who comes "with power and great glory,"
at the end of time,
the Christ who is present in our lives.

Stars will guide us. Maybe even dead stars will give us new information. In Luke, Jesus says, "There will be
signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars." Our confirmation students have introduced us to the stars. Get ready
to hear of supernovas, suns, the polar star (or North star), constellations, collisions, particlesâ�¦ and comets
and asteroids, which are not stars! We are poised to discover things we had not known before. New light from
old stars, new understanding from old signs, or maybe new ones.

Signs in the sun, the moon and the stars. These signs point to the end times "when these things will begin to
take place." "People with faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world," "and on the earth
distress among nations."

So many times we have heard about the end. How many were convinced that the world would not make the
turn into the new millennium. The prophets of doom make a lot of money selling books and movies
predicting, and with great detail depicting, the end or the world, Armageddon, Apocalypse. Sometimes the
message was a simple bumper sticker, Jesus is coming soon and boy, is he going to be angry?

Now we have some signs that are not the imagination of someone misreading the Bible. The glaciers are
melting. The environment is speaking back to us about our misuse as the temperatures rise. Wars continue,
with masses fleeing fighting and abuse of power. There is clearly distress among nations. Signs of individual
and collective illnesses emerge from contemporary life styles with their isolation and the fragmentation of
personality. People faint with fear and foreboding, so Switzerland votes on whether or not to allow minarets.
What else supports such intolerance? A long list of signs could frighten and discourage us. But Jesus does not
remain with the fear. Rather he calls us to be alert, watching and praying all the time "for you know neither
the day nor the hour" (Matthew 25.13). Advent is a time for getting ready, for conversion, for reviewing our
actions and speech, for reexamining our attitudes and understandings. It confronts us with the transitoriness of
life and the surprise of the end.

When is the end? Advent reveals to us that the end and the beginning are both part of the same process. When
we end something in our lives we are always starting something else. There is no end that does not carry
within itself another beginning. However, we wait for the Final End that redeems everything completely. This
Final End includes the language of judgment on our incapacity to embrace the oneness of our humanity. This
Final End is a symbolic category calling us to analyze over and over again our way of living so we change all
that is not driven by love, justice and respect for the world we inhabit. The Final End becomes the name for
our redemption.

And this is what we are called to see, the sign of our redemption. "Stand up and raise your heads because your
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redemption is drawing near". We are challenged to extend our vision and to overcome our limits in order to
look at things as "shadows of what is to come". To stand up and raise our heads may not be easy for many of
us. Suffering and pain keep us bowed down. Some relationships undermine us. Words break our lives. But
Jesus is clear. Before life's complexities, he offers us a hope that risks itself against what seems to be.

Stand up and raise you head! Then you can look beyond. There are stars upon which you can wish. There are
dreams which can still come true. There are signs to keep you upright even when everything else is tumbling
down making no sense, perhaps a word which smiles, a gesture someone takes on your behalf, a moment
shared in silence, a star in your pocket.

Stand up and to raise your head. Be alert at all times. There will be signs in the sun, the moon, the stars. But
the one who is coming is the Morning Star, Jesus the Christ. The trumpet may sound, the stars may fall, a day
or mourning, but we don't need to be afraid. Our redemption is drawing near.
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