
Sermon by Rev. Rolita Machila
Based on Matthew 25:31- 46-

If I were asked to summarize in two sentences all about this parable, I would use the words of the poet John
Milton who says;
The aged earth aghast with terror of that blast shall from the surface to the center shake, when, at the world's
last session, the dreadful judge in the middle air will spread his throne.

The last judgment, separation of sheep from goats, goats to the left and sheep to the right, the sheep to eternal
life and the goats to destruction.
This sounds like a dreadful king and really a dreadful day. Who would want to serve this kind of king?

What kind of king are we serving anyway?
Jesus surely doesn't fit the monarch mold for the dreadful day described in the passage.
No, in fact, our king dresses in disguise and goes walking through the world in ways and places we can't even
think of. Sometimes that makes it pretty hard to find the one we would serve. It's much easier to serve a safe,
socially acceptable king from the luxurious point than to follow a beggar into the squalor of the slums.

One would continue wondering as to what gospel this passage brings as this text tries to tell us of the reign of
God. To such a bleak point, the Lord who identifies with the "least" has spoken: "Just as you did it to one of
the least of my brothers and sisters, you did it to me." But do any, even Christians, attend to these words? Are
we more of expatriates at repressing than at enacting the Gospel?
In the litany of human confusion or chaos, we dismember the body of Christ.
" Just as you did it to one of the least, You did it to me."- Who are these being referred to as the "least"?- the
starving, the unwanted old, the criminal, those of wrong color, ideology, sex, nation, class--whatever category
rendering a person "least" in our minds--bear the face of Jesus.
This judgment of God is a moral, ethical and spiritual command as well. In the eyes of Christ's disciples, the
bodies of the wounded and murdered, those ranked unworthy in our eyes carry within them the holy of holies.
This is how grave the Gospel's challenge is. It is so amazing; Christians pretend not to hear it. The people are
dying in Congo, Iraq, Afghanistan, name it- tidal waves of blood are swirling as these souls are destroyed and
God's creation also destroyed due to the operation of the non sustainable structures and systems in our world
today. Are they the sheep or the goats? Are they the righteous or the accursed? Is this what God predestined
for them before the foundations of the world?
It is important to note that in the text neither the sheep nor the goats were aware of what they had done. Either
of them could have done whatever they did- wrong or right probably even unconsciously. So is the case even
for us today, we participate in the reign of Christ because of who we are. To understand who we are, we need
to know who the "one of the least of these" are- the outcasts, the sick, the poor, those who do not go to the
same church as us.
Many are times that we have acted on both arenas, today we are the sheep, and tomorrow we are the goats
even without realizing that we doing that.
This parable reveals to us what the reign of Christ, the kingdom of God is or should be like. A household of
peace, love, righteousness and justice is what it should be. The kingdom of God not only in the sense of the
last day, but the kingdom as it is meant to be even today.
This is not just a revelation of the crisis of some time to come, a crisis for that dreadful day, but it is a call to
active love, active justice, challenging us to move outside our comfort zones. It is an invitation to personal
recognition and acceptance. In all of our relations we encounter God, every wife who has comforted her
husband, every father who given joy to his children, every friend who has consoled a companion, every
mother who has fed her infant and taken care of her family or anyone who has held the dying has encountered
the Lord.
Therefore, through this parable, we realize that God does not look at our status for the inheritance of the
kingdom because both natures- of sheep and goats, of good and bad are active in us. It is a compassionate
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heart, active love which is manifest in deeds, driven by the power of the Holy Spirit to strive for justice and
peace.
Every time we act to transform a life denying situation, the glorified Christ comes. Every time we feed the
hungry, dress the naked, help the dying not as mere charity but because of the active love in us, then Christ
who is sitting on the throne comes. Christ comes to us in our daily lives, even in times and places we would
never recognize the presence of Jesus. This is a call to begin seeing yourself in the other, seeing the face of
Christ in the other. It is a time to stop dressing others in the skin of goats whilst we allegedly dress ourselves
in that of the sheep. We need to move outside ourselves to see that we too, possess both natures- of the sheep
and of goats. It is only by that bountiful grace, those widespread bleeding hands that invite us to inherit the
kingdom. Amen.
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