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A friend of mine told me that when his daughter was still three years old, she woke him up in a morning and
asked him: 'dad, when you die, will you miss me? He was astounded with such dense and poetic-metaphysical
question that he seemed to be hearing a voice coming from centuries of wisdom and not from a little child
who was just starting to live. The girl realized her father's astonishment and added, 'but don't cry; I am going
to hug you.' Reflecting upon that episode years later, my friend said: 'my little girl understood that the pain of
death is not the pain that comes from fear, but from missing'. This friend is called Rubem Alves.

The readings Jack read to us this morning speak about a world we miss. A world where tears will be no more,
where mourning, crying, pain and death will be no more, where a feast is prepared with old aged wines (and
hopefully lots of dance) and all will live in the presence of God.

These are imageries speaking about a world where everything will be accomplished, where we know
ourselves whole, where all what makes us suffer as individuals and humanity will have no place. These are
metaphors for a new moment in the life of the universe, in the life of people and for God. Nothing remains the
same.

The vision in the book of Revelation is called by commentators 'the second creation'. It should really be called
the 'third creation'. The first and second are the ones opening the bible in the book of Genesis. There, God,
man and woman walked as friends in the paths of paradise. The third is similar to the ones in Genesis but
without the serpent and without sin. In the third, the old universe impregnated by distortions and corruptions
is reconfigured and re-founded in love. The first heaven and the first earth has passed away and the first sea,
symbol of chaos, is no more. In this new place, God fully realizes her dream of not being God, but God-with.
"The home of God is among mortals" is the expression affirming that God lives with us, we are God's people
and God is our God, according to what Isaiah announced (Isaiah 7:14). It further develops the understanding
of a God-with-us in Jesus born as a child and in the resurrected who affirms, "I am with you always to the end
of the ages" (Matthew 28:20).

The imagery continues to speak about communion and intimacy. In this new place, which is not exactly a
place, there will be profound relationship between people themselves and people and God. This communion
and intimacy is expressed by the image of the wedding and the missing temple. The New Jerusalem comes
down from heaven as a "bride adorned for her husband" and it has no temple (chapter 21verse 22). John, the
one having this vision says: "I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the
Lamb." What does that mean? It means that the old symbols of connection with God do not exist anymore
because they are not necessary; God does not live in a temple but in people. And this living together
(God-in-us and us-in-God) is as fulfilling and being entranced as the experience of seeing the bride or the
groom walking down the aisle. Faces shinning! Humanity translucid by the light of God who lives in them!

The image of the wedding keeps the distinction between two people united in the same communion.
Redeemed humanity enters at the most intimate relationship with God discovering and fulfilling itself.

It is not too dangerous to affirm that the whole written revelation is clarified to us by the two visions: the
vision of the paradise and of the book of Revelation, the first, second and third creation stories. In the first and
second, people of faith try to discern what human destiny is all about, and how to have communion with God,
with each other, the universe and with themselves. They try to discern how to live within the context of
human brokenness and capacities. The third story is an affirmation that human lives and human history have a
meaning; that paradise is a reality, perhaps the only one, and that we are walking towards it. But this paradise
is not primarily a place, but a communion â�� between the whole of creation and God.
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However, this paradise is not an excuse to evade us from our reality. For instance, are you suffering at this
moment? Don't worry, the new heavens and the new earth will come and you will suffer anymore. Is our
planet under the threat of disappearing? Don't waist so much energy on that; the new earth will replace this
one anyways! Are people being trafficked? All injustice and pain will disappear in the future! Are women,
children and men still being beaten or abused? All tears will be wiped away by God when the time comes!
No, the vision of the new heavens and the new earth is not a vision to keep our hands from doing the hard
work of fighting for a world where justice is for all and people live with dignity. It is not a vision to 'calm
down' our consciences and place us in the comfortable absence from other people's struggles and pain. On the
contrary, that vision must inspire us to build a world where life is respected, where collective and individual
dignity is lifted up, where the community is valued, where we look at the face of our neighbor and we actually
see it, where our friend ask for help (or not) and we hear him.

And perhaps, the new heavens and the new earth will not be reserved to an eschatological time only when
everything is created again at once, but it is the growing result of millions of years and a long time of work,
conversations, silences, praying and singing together, observing and listening to the flowers, birds, waters,
sharing moments of joy and friendship, being close when death arrives and having the chance to say, "I will
miss you". And perhaps a three year-old girl will say words of wisdom that sound like eternity. Don't you
miss a world like this? But don't cry, I will hug you!
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