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There is a poem attributed to Jorge Luis Borges, the Argentinean poet in which he describes the feelings of a
man at eighty five:

If I were able to live my life anew,
In the next I would try to commit more errors.
I would not try to be so perfect, I would relax more.
I would be more foolish than I've been,
In fact, I would take few things seriously.
I would be less hygienic.
I would run more risks,
take more vacations,
contemplate more sunsets,
climb more mountains, swim more rivers.
I would go to more places where I've never been,
I would eat more ice cream and fewer beans,
I would have more real problems and less imaginary ones.

I was one of those people that lived sensibly
and prolifically each minute of his life;
Of course I had moments of happiness.
If I could go back I would try
to have only good moments.

Because if you didn't know, of that is life made:
only of moments; Don't lose the now.

I was one of those that never
went anywhere without a thermometer,
a hot-water bottle,
an umbrella, and a parachute;
If I could live again, I would travel lighter.

If I could live again,
I would begin to walk barefoot from the beginning of spring
and I would continue barefoot until autumn ends.
I would take more cart rides,
contemplate more dawns,
and play with more children,
If I had another life ahead of me.

But already you see, I am 85,
and I know that I am dying.

When I read the Gospel for this morning I thought of this poem because Jesus says, "the time is near". And
what do we do with the time we have left? How do we spend it? Fighting? Worrying? Feeling guilt? Accusing
others? Enjoying the sun, family, friends? Developing complicated mechanisms of self-defense? Helping
people? Trying to understand ourselves? Working incessantly? Praying? "The time is near". How do we use
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our time?

Time is an important element those parts of the Bible which speak of the end. These parts take a central place
in the liturgy as we come to the end of the Church's year and into the start of Advent. We describe these texts
as apocalyptic. Our readings this morning fit this category. The Gospel reading refers to the destruction of the
temple. For Jesus, in the tradition of the prophets, the struggles of history and even natural catastrophes are
more then accidental. They signify that "the time is near". We need to be careful because some Christians
equate a particular disaster with God's punishment, usually on others. I am not saying that natural catastrophes
are provoked by God in order to remind us that "the time is near". This would make God a cruel God. But the
fact that these things happen, reminds us that "the time is near".

Typical of the disciples in the Gospels, they didn't get it and wanted clarification. The answer of Jesus was
short on specifics. " When you hear of wars and insurrectionsâ�¦ the end will not follow immediatelyâ�¦
Nation will rise against nationâ�¦ there will be great earthquakes and famines and plagues". Jesus didn't
mention specifics wars or disasters, but he spoke of time as an unfolding of signs.

We have nations rising against nations. We continue witnessing wars; famine is still killing many people all
over the world while an excess of food kills others. Mt. Marapi erupts in Indonesia. People are dying of colera
in Haiti.

Are these the signs for our times? How to interpret them? Is this the end? Is there an end?

Yes, there is an end. Everything has an end. Everything has to end. Life and its dynamics is filled with
endings. No beginnings are possible without endings. No new opportunities will take place if the previous
ones don't finish. No new processes are initiated if the old one is not concluded.

Are you suffering? There will be an end.
Are you rejoicing? There will be an end.
Are you hopeless? There will be an end.
Are you full of inspiration? This will also end.
Are you angry? It will pass.
Are you being persecuted? Were you betrayed?
This will reach an end.

Jesus says that our sufferings, turmoil and tribulations are
" an opportunity to testify". How can this be? It does not sound like a very nice option, but still, whatever we
experience, it always create for us an opportunity. And the opportunity is what happens here and now.

In which way are you using your opportunity this morning? How are you going to testify? How are we going
to testify?

After the worship we will celebrate the Harvest Festival. It is a joyful event when we share what we have with
people around the world who are in need of our help and support.
This year, the Sharing Concern Group selected three projects: Trauma, Healing and Reconciliation Services in
Burundi; Centro Social e Creche Bom Samaritano in Rio, Brazil; and Regional Ecumenical Council in the
Cordillera that has a project of rehabilitation for irrigation canals in the Philippines.

This might be our opportunity of transforming pain, anger, sadness, or joy, excitement and hope into a
testimony; a testimony that affirms that our pain is transformed by the joy of opening our hearts and wallets to
help others; a testimony that we are capable of spending our time in positive and constructive ways.
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And I am sure that the 50 women victim of sexual violence in Bujunbura, the 100 children waiting to have
warm bath in Rio, and the over 50 farming families belonging to the indigenous Maeng tribe of Ud-udiao, in
Abra, will be very happy. And perhaps, if they could live their lives again, they would wish to come to
Geneva and give us a big smile.

If you were able to live your life anew, how would you live it?

3


	November_14th_2010.html

