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You know as well as I
Just how this life was meant to be
that nothing in this world could stand between your love and me.
You know as well as I
the space between us disappears
if we accept love's longing and the blessing of its tears
and so my love, I am not afraid of sorrow or of pain
for every path I take just brings me back to you again.

Just as in moonless night we miss the beauty of the sea
Just as a song without a singer is just a melody
Just as the colors of the earth will dim without the rain
Just as a poet's words can ease our loneliness and pain
To live without the ache of love is not the life I choose
You are my life and I have no existence without you.
(English version by Sonnenberg)

These are words of a song written by Tom Jobim and Vinicius de Moraes, the Brazilian fathers of Bossa
Nova. I thought of this song because the Gospel reading this morning speaks about how God and Jesus belong
together, how the Son is no Son without the Father, and how the Father's face is to be seen in the face of the
Son. It speaks also of how we have our being and our existence in God. There is no "us" without God. And
God would not be the same without us.

We go to the Father because we belong to the Father. But we can only go because a path is set before us. The
path is the One who offers himself as "the way, the truth and the life," the connection, the bridge, the access.

Through Jesus we have access to God's own place. Through him we live in the house where God lives, we eat
at the table where God eats, we breath the air that God breathes, we play at the courtyard where God plays, we
sleep at the bed where God sleeps. In Jesus, we find a dwelling-place in God's presence and in God's own
being. Do you believe that?

If you believe it, if I believe it, why do we let our hearts be troubled? "Do not let your hearts be troubled.
Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house there are many dwelling-places." These opening
words of the Gospel reading stand as a paradigm; a paradigm for safety, for rest. It is as if the words were
hiding a "saving net" whose function it is to save us from ourselves. Why do we allow ourselves to be
anxious, preoccupied, troubled, if at the end of the day, there is a place for us in God's house, in God's heart?
Why do we spend our lives with what does not bring life as if we didn't belong with God herself? By
affirming our access to these "dwelling places" Jesus is re-imagining our present "troubles," problems and
pain; he is re-dimensioning them and asking us to look at what comes next. To look at what comes next can
be a key for overcoming that which causes our "hearts to be troubled." To look at what comes next can be a
way towards peace.

The text we read from Ephesians asserts that "he is our peace." Elza Tamez, a Mexican theologian says that
"he himself is peace, makes peace and proclaims it as good news (Eph. 2:14,15,17). He has the authority to do
so, because in his own flesh he has experienced violence, torture and betrayal, in undergoing crucifixion under
the Pax Romana."
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The peace that Jesus Christ makes brings those who are divided into unity and breaks down the hostility that
once pushed them apart. Ephesians states, "he has made the two groups into one and has broken down the
dividing wall, that is, the hostility between them."

Sometimes it is difficult to find the way towards unity when division has taken place for a long time.
Sometimes we hold on to hostility because hostility was the way we related to each other for awhile. It takes
time to learn again how to be one and how to be kind to each other. It takes patience, it takes ability to
recognize when the other is more vulnerable then we are, it takes courage to take a step back, it takes humility
to decide to disarm. It might be difficult, but in Christ we have the chance we need. He is our peace.

Today is the World Sunday for Peace. Churches in every corner of the world are invited to join participants at
the International Ecumenical Peace Convocation in praying for peace. The Convocation is gathering in
Jamaica from 17 to 25 May. Several members of this congregation organized and/or are participating in it.
The Convocation marks the end and celebrates the achievements of the Decade to Overcome Violence which
began in 2001. At the same time it encourages individuals and churches to renew their commitment to
nonviolence, peace and justice.

Peace cannot be achieved without justice. The World Council of Churches is working with the concept of
"just peace." Peace in the community, peace int the marketplace, peace with the earth, peace among the
nations. Yesterday I was listening to a live transmission of the panel on peace and the marketplace and one of
the speakers, Rev. Dr. Roderick Hewitt was calling people's attention to "false peace". He said, "peace can be
a cover up for violence." When churches or communities allow violence in the midst of them or don't take a
stand against slave labour or keep silent before consumerism that reinforces the perversity of the global
market, peace is not going to be achieved. Well, if you visit the webpage of the World Council of Churches
you will find an enormous amount of material.

Christ is our peace. Today we are going to receive new members. Some of them we are welcoming in our
church for the first time. Some of them are returning to us. How will we give testimony of Christ's peace to
them? How will we share Christ's peace with them?

The peace of Jesus Christ brings about justice; it is a peace that pushes down the walls of separation and
hostility; it gives the chance to our "troubled hearts" to rest; it is a peace rooted in the fact that the Father and
the Son belong together, and that we have our being and existence in them. It is a peace that asserts that there
is no "us" without God and that God would not be the same without us.

(Lus sings the song, see lyrics at the beginning)

Amen.
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