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How many of us watched "The Wedding" last Friday? I refer to the wedding of William and Catherine in the
UK. How many? Admit it!!
There was so much excitement about this wedding! Over a billion people watched it, I heard. And all over the
media (and people close by) there was a strong affirmation and support to the couple and to their life together.
It seems that many people believe that William and Catherine will be able to have a stable married life.
However, one person referring to their future said: "well, you never know!"
"You never know" expresses a certain "disbelief". It is a way of saying, "I don't necessarily think so, or I don't
really believe it." When considering the Gospel reading for this morning and encountering Thomas once
more, I thought of this expression "You never know". All the disciples had seen Jesus. They were witnesses to
his resurrection. They were captivated by the experience of seeing him alive. But Thomas, who was not
present, did not believe. The experience of the others was not enough to convince him. He had to see it for
himself; he had to have his own experience of the risen Christ.
In that sense, Thomas is all of us. Believing in Jesus is not about believing in someone else's experience of
Jesus, but having our own encounter with the Word made flesh. It is having the resurrected one entering our
lives, restoring our strength, renewing our hope. It is being filled by the energy of the Spirit to the point of
opening the doors that lock us in and feeling free to be carriers of good news. Believing in Jesus is to leave the
place of suspicion of those who say "You never know" to the kneeling before him while confessing him as
"my Lord and my God."
Have you experienced the risen Christ in your life this week? How have you encountered Jesus recently?
When was the last time that you knelt before Jesus and confessed him as your Lord and God?
It is in the encounter with the resurrected Christ that we find possibilities to change our reality and to redefine
who we are. It is in this encounter that we rediscover our capacity to overcome our fears and get unstuck from
what keeps us locked in. When Jesus came to the disciples, they were locked in that room for fear of the Jews.
They were hidden and running away from any possible encounter with any accuser or witness of the
crucifixion. They were perplexed, they were afraid, they were feeling guilty. They had lost the sense of their
identity and they had no idea yet who they would become.
In this situation Jesus comes to their midst and says: "Peace be with you". Why "peace"? Why is the first word
that Jesus speaks to them "peace"? Well, "peace be with you" was a usual salutation. But I believe there is
even more intention than this behind these words. Remember, this is the first time Jesus meets the disciples
after his crucifixion and resurrection. Remember that all of them had deserted him. If you were one of the
disciples, and had seen God's son being murdered and then come back to life, what would you be expecting?
What would you expect if you had deserted, denied and betrayed Jesus? Wouldn't you expect God to be
angry? Wouldn't you imagine that Jesus would be upset?
That is the reason why the word "peace" at that moment was so important. Jesus' announcement of peace was
intended to remove the fears and resistances that the disciples were having. Jesus' announcement of peace
proclaimed that God does not operate on the basis of vengeance or revenge; God does not participate in
retaliation. "Peace be with you" is more than a greeting, it is the offering of a whole new way of believing,
living and a whole new way to perceive God.
The disciples were caught in a mixture of joy, surprise, excitement, trying to believe their own eyes, to
recollect pieces of memories and words, and to rebuild themselves as individuals and as community. They
were starting to overcome their fear and confusion when Jesus said for the second time: "Peace be with you.
As the Father has sent me so I send you". Jesus' peace doesn't come without further commitment. Jesus' peace
comes with a commission; we are sent just as he was. We are sent to proclaim the good news that God is
close, that God saves, that justice and peace belong together, that love continues to be the way we are called to
live, that we have to discover every day how to be God-like, that the ways revealed in Jesus will take us to
places where the cross is not an exception.

1



Jesus words to his disciples redefined their identities and their future. Jesus words were saying: you do not
belong in this locked room; you belong in the world to which you are called to announce the good news of
salvation that God has given to everyone through my death and resurrection. Do you know who you are? You
are my children. You belong to God, to me and to those who love you now and who will love you in the
future. Can you recognize yourselves as such? Then Jesus breathed over them as God had done in the
beginning when human beings were created, and gave them the Holy Spirit.
But they were not all there. A week later Jesus appeared a second time, when Thomas was present, and
Thomas believed. He said to Jesus, "My Lord and my God!" In reply Jesus said to Thomas, "Have you come
to believe because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed." Jesus'
resurrection is the source of faith not only for the first disciples who saw him after his resurrection, but also
for us who have only heard about it. Jesus blesses those who believe without seeing.
Do you recognize in Jesus somebody who loves you even if you haven't seen him, touched him, and heard his
voice? Are you able to hear Jesus' voice announcing 'peace' to you and actually, experience peace? Are you
able to leave behind your tendency of saying "You never know" and to kneel before Jesus confessing him as
your Lord and God? Are you able to believe so you may have life in Jesus name? Amen.
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