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Based on Genesis 1:1-2:4

"Poetry is like a finger pointing to the moon." "It is a way to see the light that shines in darkness, a way to
participate in transcendent truth and to embrace reality. To equate the finger with the moon or to acknowledge
the finger and not perceive the moon is to miss the point. Poetry invites, but does not compel, insight." These
are the words Phyllis Trible, a US scholar in biblical exegesis, uses when working with Genesis 1.

Poetry is the literary style of the Creation story. Wait! I have a question for Confirmation Class II: Is there one
or two stories of Creation in Genesis? Two. And the story we heard this morning is the first or the second?
The first story is Genesis 1:1-2:4a and the second is Genesis 2:4b-22, but Genesis chapters 2 and 3 form a
unity.

The story we read this morning is poetry searching to grasp the deeper meanings lying beyond its words and
imagery. It is a story pointing to the source of all that is. It doesn't intend to be a scientific description of how
the universe was created, and therefore it is a mistake to put it into this category. The story we read is a
foundational story which seeks to express the depth of a given people's culture, values, understandings and
belief. The story of Genesis is a story of faith that affirms God as Creator. Does that mean that science is to be
disregarded or that scientific findings are opposite to this story of creation? NO! Science analyses, quantifies,
measures. These people working at CERN say that the start of the universe happened in about 160
micro-seconds. One micro second is a second divided per 1 million times. But it seems that there are others
affirming that the matter took about 20 minutes to reach stability. I hope we can organize soon a seminar to
speak about these developments at CERN. As I was saying before, science is about analyzing, quantifying,
measuring; Genesis is about symbolism, metaphor, poetry.

Why are we reading the text of creation in the Trinity Sunday? Because the text speaks about who God is, and
in the First creation story God is plural. When God is creating humanity in Genesis 1 verse 26 God says, "Let
us make humankind in our image, after our likenessâ�¦" God is plural. What does that mean? It means that our
plurality and complexity is born in God. God is a multifaceted multiplicity originating and ending the whole
of life.

In the language of our text, the complexity of God includes being male and female. God says, "Let us make
humankind in our image, after our likeness and let them have dominionâ�¦ So God created humankind in his
image, in the image of God he created them, male and female he created them" (Gen 1:26-27). The image of
God is male and female.

By creating us according to his image God makes us distinct but harmonic, and make sure that our "sexual
differentiation does not mean hierarchy but rather equality. Created simultaneously, male and female are not
superior or subordinate. Neither has power over the other; in fact, both are given equal power," says Phyllis
Trible.

Had you realized this story of the creation of humanity before? Which one did you learn better or which did
your church give more emphasis? This or the other which says that the man was created first and the woman
was taken from his rip?

From God's plurality everything was born, not only persons but everything. Humanity being made in the
image of God is a symbol to affirm that the whole of creation expresses who is God.
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Today is Trinity Sunday. Three is the symbolic number for the boundless richness and multiple universality of
life. Three stands for thousands, millions, billions, infinity.

The trinitarian formula, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, gives privilege to a person-centered dimension of God,
but God is not just a person, not even just three persons. God is far beyond any image we can imagine, any
word we can pronounce or any formula we can articulate. But then, how to speak about God? In order to be
able to speak about God we speak about ourselves. Father and son are words that belong to our experience of
being humans. It could have been mother and daughter, if history was matriarchal!!

Trinity is a poem. It is a later development of the Church in its effort to articulate its faith. It is a word
symbolizing the plurality of God and the complexity of us. It is "the name for an intimate vital relationship
between the multiplicity and unity that characterizes and forms us," says Ivone Gebara. Trinity is like a finger
pointing to the moon. Do you get the point?
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