
Sermon by Rev. John C. Moyer

Based on Acts 10:44-48; Psalm 98; I John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17

May 17, 2009

Good morning. I have been asked to begin with an announcement. Please be careful when leaving the church
this morning. If you turn to the right you will be walking toward Purgatory Street. I dare not mention what
could happen if you walk half way down Purgatory Street and turn left. This could change all of your plans
for Sunday afternoon! If, however, you turn left when leaving the Church, you will be on All Souls Street.
This could lead to a much better afternoon.

The texts for the 6th Sunday of Easter take us to the core of our faith. Before we enter them, I want to say a
word about reading texts. I hope that you will read today's texts sometime later today with these thoughts in
mind. With any text there is also a context, a pretext, a subtext, and sometimes a post text. An example of a
post text can be found in the Gospel of John. The first 20 chapters were written for the Jewish congregation in
Alexandria and were addressed to adiverse group of Pharisaic Jews, Christian Jews, followers of John the
Baptist and Samaritans. The emphasis of the text is upon the living temple of God that has replaced the
Temple in Jerusalem destroyed by the Romans. The post text is Chapter 21, according to several authorities,
was written for the community in Ephesus. The chapter prepares the Gospel for a wider audience of Greeks
and Jews and it perhaps was done to prepare the Gospel for Canonization. Thus the pretext, context and post
text of Chapter 21 are different than those used for Chapters 1-20. This is important for us to know as we try
to understand the meaning of these texts. For we live in a radically different context than those to whom the
two editions of the Gospel was written. We need to ask what these texts meant for those who wrote them and
for those who first heard them. Then we ask why were they put into the Canon and finally then we ask what
they may mean to us in our time and place.

You have heard Psalm 98 today. It is a beautiful song of praise for our God. This Psalm reminds us of
YHWH's steadfast love for all people and it is a remembrance of God' justice for all nations. "All the ends of
the earth have seen the victory of YHWH.
From a Psalm we move to an epistle. You have heard of the visit of the Jewish disciples of Jesus to the house
of Cornelius a Gentile. You have read that the Spirit of God can be can be understood by Gentiles. You have
heard that Gentiles can also be clean and can receive baptism in the name of Jesus Christ. Peter had a dream
that Jesus Christ was for all peoples. Jews, Greeks and other Gentiles could become followers of Jesus Christ
and proclaim him the Son of God. The disciples in the home of Cornelius learned what we also have learned.
The Spirit of God moves us in ways and to places where we may fear to tread. Sometimes we are timid
disciples, but the Spirit of God comforts us and encourages us to move beyond the status quo.

But how do we hear the Spirit of God? Is there a special spirituality, or practice or doctrine or ritual or
confession that we must have in order to hear the Spirit of God? I do not think so. However, if we want to
hear, we must consciously do it. We can move toward silence so that we can hear anew. We can move toward
ecstasy so that joy replaces our doubts. We do need to empty our head of all of the buzzing that is going on
even perhaps at this moment. Part of us may be here in this room and part of us may be somewhere else at this
moment. After we let go of all the buzzing and other preoccupations in our heads perhaps we will hear more
clearly and respond with a new sense of joy. Then different thoughts begin to arise. It is perhaps in these
moments that we become open to hear the Spirit of God. We need not be afraid. For even has the Spirit of
God challenges us that Spirit also comforts us. In these times we may also be ready to hear the Word of God.

With the memory of God's saving acts in history before us we are ready We have been promised God's
steadfast love. With this memory and this promise and knowing of God's desire for justice for all the nations
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on earth we begin to move. Together with our openness to the Spirit of God we are ready to hear today's
reading of the Gospel with new ears.

"As the father has loved me, so I have loved you. Dwell in my love. If you heed my commands, you will
dwell in my love as I have heeded my Father's commands and dwell in his love. I have spoken this to you, so
that my joy may be in you, and your joy complete. This is my commandment: love one another, as I have
loved you. There is no greater love than in this, that a human being should lay down his or her life for friends.
You are my friends, if you do what I command you. I call you servants no longer, a servant does not know
what his master is about. I call you my friends, because I have disclosed to you everything that I heard from
my Father. You did not choose me: I choose you. I appointed you to go on and bear fruit, fruit that shall last;
so that the Father may give you all that you ask in my name. This is my commandment to you: love one
another.

We have learned a lot about friendship with each other in the last year. We have experienced a deeper
understanding of hospitality and what it means to walk with each other and be pilgrims together. We may
even walk where before we feared to tread. Our God's love for us is moving us to love each other. Our walk
with each other may be for a short time. It may be for some years. It may be for a lifetime. Of whatever
duration we have received a commandment from Jesus. Love each other on the Way. As we heard in the letter
of 1st John the acid test of knowing God is experienced in the love we give to each other.

Thinking of our love for each other I am reminded of one of the most burning questions that must be address
in our time. I am speaking of the trafficking of women and children and men. The most recent UN data comes
from reports in 155 countries. There are between 600,000 and 800,000 person being trafficked at this time.
Over 80% are women. 42billion dollars in illegal profit is generated by the labor of these persons. 50% of
those trafficked are under 18 years of age. People in these terrible conditions are very susceptible to
HIV/AIDS. 71% of the children are suicidal or on the edge of becoming so. This is modern day slavery. Most
every country in the world engaged in this trafficking. It is here in Geneva. It is on the streets and the profits
made in many countries are in its banks. Eastern European women have especially suffered. Even as we try to
comprehend this slavery we give thanks for the people in this congregation who are engaged in overcoming
this misery. We thank Rogate and his team at the World Council of Churches. We thank Sarah and her
colleagues for their work with local governments and Ngo's in Albania. We thank Ana and her team at the
World YWCA and Chandran and his team at the Lutheran World Federation. I only mention a few, but I am
sure there are more folks who have heard the Spirit and reached out in friendship, hospitality and love.

Today we sense the Spirit of God that sustains us. We remember the Son of God who has redeemed us and we
have heard again God's great commandment that we love one another. Jesus said, "Love one another as I have
loved you." Amen

Today we have received the word from the Holy Spirit who sustains us, from the Son of God who has
redeemed us and through our redeemer we have heard what God's greatest commandment is for us: Love one
another as I have loved you. Amen
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