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Veni Sancte Spiritus. Come, Holy Spirit. These words have echoed down through the centuries on Pentecost
Sunday. Throughout the whole worship we are praying, singing and pleading: "Come Holy Spirit!" with all its
images of wind, fire, breath, dove. These ancient words are more than a chant, more than a title for the day.
They are "an exclamation of longing and an appeal."

Throughout history, whenever Christians were persecuted and faced death they cried for the presence of the
Spirit. According to Geiko, believers "have concentrated all their needs and all their hope in this cry." "Come,
Holy Spirit!" is the plea of those who experience chaos but long for life; it is the appeal of those whose
frustrations overshadow their future; it is the expectation of alternatives in the face of desperation and
cynicism. "Come, Holy Spirit!" is the lament of those whose consciences are haunted by nightmarish images
of millions of people starving and dying in torment. It is the groan of those who cannot stomach the vicious
devastation of nature. It is the deep sigh of those who can not tolerate being numbly accustomed to violence
and injustice, and who refuse to allow the ruin of the world to paralyze their own spiritual and mental
faculties.

"Come, Holy Spirit!" Transform our lives, renew our world, strengthen your church! "Come, Holy Spirit!"
Give us new songs to sing, new perspectives to undertake, new visions to follow. I use the word "new"
because the Spirit of God is movement in herself, it is the vital energy creating and re-creating continuously.
And I use the feminine gender to speak about the Spirit because the word for Spirit in Hebrew, ruah, is
feminine. Hebrew is the original language of the Old Testament.

According to Geiko the Spirit is "the motherly energy of God, the inexhaustible and creative power that is
exceedingly tender in the soft breezes and wondrously fierce in the tempest's blast. It is the breath, inspiration
and soul of the world." It is not static. It is not monolithic. It is not closed. The Spirit of God is dynamic,
relational, flexible, ever-changing, ever-moving, ever-present. "Ruah, then, extends as God speaks, for God's
speaking always includes action and process," says Geiko.

Because everything that is, is filled with and rooted in the Spirit, we are called to recognize our belonging to
the Spirit and to open ourselves to the movements of the ruah (the breathing) of God. This is not easy when
our religion, culture, community or family is built on the basis of values and concepts that are
"unchangeable," "unquestionable," "untouchable." It is true that with time, we have the tendency to solidify
certain understandings and certain values. And that is good. We need to have fundamentals. "The house of our
life needs supporting walls if it is to stand," says Geiko. "But the house of life in which we live, although it
rests on such fundamental supports, it is not identical to them. What my life is derived from does not
determine where it takes me. My life proves its worth precisely in my own use of my origins, becoming ready
and open for what is to come by transforming what has been. This applies to each individual life and to the
lives of nations. Customs, culture, even religion are part of the process of this appropriation, transformation
and self-development."

Have you ever experienced transformation of a fundamental value?

Fundamentals are essential for life, but it is not good when those fundamentals become so rigid that we
demonize the fundamentals of others that are different from ours.
Fundamentals do good when they enter the rhythm of the Spirit in the continuous movement of becoming new
again and again.
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"Come, Holy Spirit!" Free us from the fear of betraying our family, our people, our culture and our country
when we alter our values. "Come, Holy Spirit!" Free us from the fear of betraying you when we learn
different truths. "Come, Holy Spirit!" Free us from the fear of betraying ourselves when other people's lives
transform ours. Come and teach us that this is how you want us to be.

Is there a specific area of your life for which you need the Spirit?

We cry together: "Come, Holy Spirit!" "Come, Holy Spirit!" "Come, Holy Spirit!"

The Spirit of God keeps coming upon us, keeps resonating with our voice, keeps stirring within our lives in
creative ways. She keeps moving within our community in the astonishing joy of Max's face singing
Halelluia, in the commitment of the confirmation class students who come twice a week and stay awake a
whole night doing homework (if needed be), in the delight of the choirs who sing together every week, in the
bible study groups that search for wisdom and for deepening their spirituality, in the children attending church
school every Sunday, in the different groups working with the various areas of our common life. The Spirit
keeps coming upon us when Art is being visited at the hospital, when people are being reconciled, when the
sick are being healed, when those not yet healed are accompanied and cared for, when consolation takes place,
when friendships are strengthened, when the office works hard to prepare materials for the worship or to find
answers for important questions, when new smiles are seen, flowers are planted in the garden, new guests are
welcomed, when trust is re-built, when love overcomes doubts. The Spirit keeps coming when at this very
moment we join our voices and our hopes, and together we cry: "Come, Holy Spirit!" "Come, Holy Spirit!"
"Come, Holy Spirit!"
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