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The rock holds a promise, the well, an encounter.
The rock is surrounded by complaints and fears. The well is encircled by surprise and uneasiness. The rock
brings life, the well also - life tasting of abundance.

The Hebrews were traveling through the desert of Sinai; it was not an easy trip to make. They were afraid of
dying of dehydration. Although they had experienced God's presence in ways that preserved their lives before,
they were still afraid. Although God's deliverance had been powerful when they were leaving the 'house of
slavery', they were still afraid. God had provided food when they feared to die of hunger. But still, the
wandering in the desert under a bright sun and unbearably high temperature, did not allow them to see what
good could possibly be found in their present situation. Would it not have been better to stay and die in
Egypt? Then, they turned against their leader and started quarreling; they questioned Moses' intentions and
leadership. "Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?" (Exodus
17:3)

Fear plays funny tricks on us. When we are afraid we loose the sight of the bigger picture, we regress to
childish behaviors, we insist in not seeing the obvious, we become irrational, we protect ourselves by
attacking somebody else. When our fear is collective, we find a common target. Moses became the target. To
be the target is not easy. It requires an enormous strength and the capacity to ask for help. It requires the
ability to continue believing that the One who called you, is still somewhere there, holding you and going
forth in front of you.

God instructed Moses how to proceed: gather the elders, take them to a rock at Horeb, and strike it with the
staff. And God reassured Moses of the Divine Presence: "I will be standing there in front of you" (Exodus
17:6).

No process of liberation is easy; neither political and collective nor individual processes. There are fears to be
faced. There are rocks to be broken.

But inside the rock resides the possibility of life. God hears Moses' plea and responds to people's cry with
compassion. There is water within the rock!

In the Gospel story, Jesus and the Samaritan woman meet. It is around the well that this encounter takes place.
The well was located at the village of Sychar and it was Jacob's Well. It was located near Mount Gerizim, the
site of the Samaritan temple, Samaria's holy place. There are several biblical passages which provide a
perspective on the historical racial hatred and tensions between the Jews and the Samaritans (II Kings
17:21-41; Ezra 4; and Nehemiah 4). Samaria was the northern kingdom of Israel. The "Jews" were descended
from the returned exiles of the southern kingdom of Judah. First and Second Kings provide the history and
story of these two kingdoms that developed after the death of Solomon. By speaking with the Samaritan
woman, Jesus was crossing religious, racial, cultural, moral and gender barriers. He was questioning his
people's history of hatred and stepping towards reconciliation.

Around the well encounters happen, lives are transformed, truths are unveiled. Around the well new
perspectives emerge, new commitments are made, new findings take place. Around the well, that which
separates us is overcome, and those who once were enemies, become friends.

Who are you to encounter around the well this morning?
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When you come for communion you are invited to stop by the baptismal font, and while drinking the water
that will be poured into your hands, think of the person you need to encounter in order to make peace, in order
to reconcile, in order to forgive, in order to ask for forgiveness. Then drink the water as if drinking of the
"spring of water welling up to eternal life." Jesus promises that his presence will be like a "spring of water"
into our thirsty mouths and our parched lives. After you drink, come to communion.

As you drink of the "spring of water welling up to eternal life", make peace, reconcile and ease your fears so
that your luggage become lighter.

The rock holds a promise; the well, an encounter.
The rock is surrounded by complaints and fears. The well is encircled by surprise and uneasiness. The rock
brings life, the well also - life tasting of abundance.

Amen.
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