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AdÃ©lia Prado, a Brazilian poet says that from time to time God punishes her by taking poetry away from
her. She explains, I lack poetry when my eyes, looking at a stone, see a stone.

If looking at the story we just heard we see a father, a son, another son, and a feast, we are missing the point.
But if we are able to see God, ourselves, human controversies, frailties but also human capabilities, we get it.
If we look at these cakes and breads (waffles andâ�¦) on the altar and we only see cakes and breads, we see
only in part. But if we see the gift of life, the presence of Christ, the will to share, the commitment to affirm
that in the midst of our feasts there are fasts to be done; if we see the hands and faces of those who offered
them and the movements of God's grace towards us, then poetry doesn't abandon us.

This morning the Gospel reading tells us about a forgiving God who welcomes us as a loving father welcomes
back a son who was lost. This forgiving God is at the heart of our faith.

The text starts with an accusation against Jesus: "This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them" (vs.1-3).
These first three verses at the beginning of chapter 15 are a provocation from the Pharisees and the scribes -
the custodians of the Law. They were shocked how Jesus gave importance to people who ought to be
despised. How come he eats with sinners? How come he is a friend of "these people?" They were outraged.
Jesus then tells a series of three parables â�� the lost coin, the lost sheep and the lost son - to explain God's
purposes for God's creation. He starts with an object â�� a coin, then an animal, and finally, a family with
sentiments and emotions revolving around human relationships. The parable doesn't stop at the reunion of the
father and the repentant son but continues to highlight the importance of repentance for the responsible and
loyal elder son.

This parable tells us that our faith is about transformation: transformation of those who mess up their lives as
well as those who are obedient, pure and irreprehensible. We are all sinners and we all need to repent. Some
of us relate sin to morals. Martin Luther related it to faith. He said sin is unfaith. It is lack of trust in God. And
we only trust truly when we are aware of our condition and know we depend completely on God's grace and
mercy. Only those who repent, trust. Repentance without trust leads to despair. Richard Jensen says that
repentance may be defined as 'our acceptance of being found'.

I would like to take another perspective and say, repentance is embracing the possibility 'to go back home'. To
go back home is good when we are returning from a trip, or the hospital, or somewhere that keeps us away,
and home is the place we want to be. But it is much less comfortable when we are adults and 'going back
home' means returning to our parents place after something went wrong in our lives. When our parents place
is the only option left, it becomes tough, and shameful. It is a declaration of failure. Therefore, returning
'home' is a difficult thing to do: difficult perhaps because 'home' is not exactly 'home' anymore. Repentance is
like 'going back home'; it is not easy. It requires awareness and the capacity to ponder, discern and change. It
entails the courage of naming and facing our own mistakes and finding ways to amend them.

'Going back home' doesn't necessarily mean falling back into childhood, but taking the opportunity to retreat
before starting over again. Although painful, it brings in itself an opportunity. Like repentance; it might hurt
but it opens unforeseen possibilities.

Is there anything you want to repent from?
What new possibility might your repentance bring?

Joy is one of the consequences of repentance! The Pharisees and scribes will not rejoice with Jesus over the
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sinners who ate with him. The elder son will not rejoice with the father who found his son. Will you rejoice
with those who embrace the opportunity 'to go back home'? Many of us do that quite often. Are you willing to
rejoice with each other?

The Gospel tells us this morning that our faith is about rejoicing. It is a feast for those who repent, those who
have the courage to return home.

We rejoice! We give thanks, because the same God who forgives us and welcomes us as a father welcomes
back his son, is the one giving us the chance to start over again. It is the One offering his home so we can find
our way through difficult moments.

Please, look at cakes and breads on the altar; what do you see? If you see only cakes and breads, you see only
in part. But if you see the gift of life, the presence of Christ, the will to affirm that in the middle of our feasts
there are fasts to be done, if you see the hands and faces of those who offered them; and if you see movements
of God's grace towards you, the poetry of God has entered you. Then you will hear the voice of Jesus, gently
singing, soft and high, Come home.
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