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In the midst of 10 words, phones ringing, a book and tables upside down, we find the ways in which God
enters in covenant with us.

The covenants God establishes with us are initiated by God alone as free gifts of grace towards us. They
present themselves as a new paradigm through which we relate to God. And this new paradigm reshapes our
understanding, our identities, our lives. Reshaping understanding, identities and lives are not easy processes to
undergo. Just as Jesus in the temple turned the tables, God also turns our lives upside down so we may learn,
so we may find new meaning in what we do and say, in the way we live, so we maybe challenged and
transformed, so we may take responsibility and make commitments in order to be shaped into the form God
wants us to have.

The ten commandments provide a model for the way we are to relate to God. We relate to God when we
believe in him/her and also in our relationships with ourselves and each other.

Historically speaking, the ten commandments is the summary of various traditions that ended up organized in
the format we read in Exodus 20. In fact, Exodus 20 is part of a larger volume that extends from Exodus 19:1
to Numbers 10:10. According to Gerard von Rad, a well known German Old Testament scholar, this is the
largest compendium of different traditions gathered around the same reference point, the revelation of God at
the Sinai.

The ten commandments are also registered in Deuteronomy chapter 5. Other texts of similar nature are found
in Deuteronomy 27:15-26; Exodus 21:12, 15-17 (in fact chapters 21, 22, 23â�¦); Leviticus 19:13-18 and etc.

The first two commandments refer to God directly, the third commandment refers to God and to us (Sabbbath)
and the other seven commandments speak about our relationship with one another. It is important to note that
there are differences among Christian traditions about how to count the commandments. Lutherans as well as
Catholics, count two commandments referring to God and two referring to coveting a neighbor's house, while
Reformed count three commandments referring to God and one referring to coveting. The Reformed list
emphasizes the prohibition on making graven images. This was a direct challenge to Catholic Church
practices. It goes:
"Thou shalt have no other gods before me."
"Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image."
"Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain."
"Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's wife, nor his manservant, nor
his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbor's."

The Lutheran list goes:
"Thou shalt have no other gods before me."
"Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain."
"Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's house"
"Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor
any thing that is thy neighbor's."

Although the Ten Commandments are part of the Law, they are not referred to as "law" in the Old Testament,
but as the 'ten words.' And they intend to bring about life.
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Entering the imagery of the story in which our text is inserted, the ten commandments, or ten words, were
given to the people as they walked in the desert. Was the return to a land that none of them knew any more an
easy decision to be made, a pleasant task to be undertaken? Was the path through the desert an easy path?
Obviously not. The reality to which the story of the Sinai points to is a reality of crisis. People were displaced,
without a defined identity, still sheltering within themselves a culture and a memory of slavery. So, besides
aiming to bring an order to social and inter-personal relations, the commandments were intended to bring life
and to preserve it.

The Ten Commandments are a synthesis of those values that are so deep that they bring about freedom,
integrity, justice; they bring life. When those values were forgotten not only the Ten Commandments but the
whole law became sterile. It was written on stone, but not in the heart.

Jesus can't stand the fact that the law became an institution disconnected from its original meanings. He
re-interprets it, placing it back where it belongs, in the hearts of the people; in their hearts, their dreams, their
faith â�� all those spaces generating life.

When the words become hollow, without meaning, echoing between the walls of a temple, that is not a house
where Gods wants to live anymore. Then a new paradigm has to be established. Jesus is the new paradigm: it
is he himself, his body offered as a temple; the new locus of God's revelation.

Jesus finds new words to speak about that what brings life and determines our ethics. He confronts the old law
with new understanding. He overturns the tables of the temple in order to affirm that prayer and worship have
priority in their lives and in ours. He overturns the tables of the temple in order to assert that trading and
justice belong together. He overturns the tables of the temple to overturn what we had thought was most
important. Jesus threatens to overturn our lives. He brings life, but we are not sure how this life will reshape
us.

In which ways Jesus is overturning our lives? In which ways are we trying to protect ourselves from Jesus'
strong way of transforming us? What are the new words that Jesus' action in our lives will help us pronounce?
What commitments?

In Jesus, the Law is accomplished, not abolished. The covenant that God establishes with us through the Ten
Commandments and the strong action of Jesus is a word bringing about life.

What are the ten words that you wrote this morning? Do they bring about life, justice, friendship, beauty,
creativity, passion, trust, integrity, love, grace?

In a moment you will be invited to share the words you have written and place the cards on the Book of the
Covenant. This way we learn what words speak of God's covenants with us and ours with God.

In the midst of 10 words, phones ringing, a card, a book and tables upside down, we find the ways in which
God enters in covenant with us.
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