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A familiar voice speaking of peace.
A locked door that opens inexplicably.
A wind that calls back to origins.
A promise, a commitment.
A commissioning, an empowerment.
It is Pentecost!

The disciples were locked in that room for fear of the Jews. They couldn't see what they would become, they
couldn't envision who they would be. They were afraid, so they locked themselves in.
Fear locks us in. It makes us unable to face challenges, to look for alternatives, to recognize what is new, to
say the truth, to envision a future. Sometimes we are aware of our fears, and sometimes we are not. Fears that
we cannot see or recognize are the most dangerous. They operate in a sub-conscious level leading us to act or
take decisions that are not the best for us and those around us; most of the time, actions and decisions taken
out of fear are destructive or at least damaging.
Are you afraid of something these days? Can you recognize any action or decision you took (or are taking)
that might be out of fear?
It is in just such a situation that Jesus appears in the midst of the disciples and says, "peace be with you. As
the Father has sent me, so I send you." The peace of Jesus brings us serenity but not stagnation. It brings us
assurance, but not stiffness. It helps us to relax, but not to loose purpose. It offers us direction, but doesn't
determine every step of the way. It offers us accompaniment, but it doesn't take away our responsibility. It
requires commitment and a certain level of discipline. The peace of Jesus calls for action and -without
exception - it calls for justice. It breaks down the walls that lock us in and sends us forth to encounter others.
It is peace for ourselves but it doesn't end with us. It is peace to be conveyed through us to others.
"When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 'Receive the Holy Spirit'." A better translation
reads, "he breathed into them." Breathing 'into' them recalls the moment when God breathed into the original
earth person in Genesis 2:7. It means that a new creation is taking place. Jesus breathed into his disciples just
as God breathed into the earth person, just as God breathes into us today. "Receive the Holy Spirit". I invite
you to open yourselves to the Spirit once more and to receive her by breathing very deeply 3 times.
The Holy Spirit is the One who gives us the ability to face our fears, to take the risks that will bring about
reconciliation and life, to be Christ-like. She is the One who empowers us to transform ourselves and to
become peacemakers. But she is also the One who gets us into trouble, or, in the words of Professor David
Lose, the One who "creates problems for us." Professor Lose says, "Think about it: absent the coming of the
Holy Spirit, the disciples could go back to their previous careers as fishermen." He continues, "I can almost
hear James and John explaining, 'Sure, it was a wild and crazy three-year ride, and that Jesus sure was a heck
of a guy, but maybe we needed to get that out of our system before we could settle down and take on Dad's
business.' Once the Spirit comes, however, that return to normalcy is no longer an option. They will now be
propelled throughout the ancient world to herald the unlikely message that God has redeemed the world
through an itinerant preacher from the backwaters of Palestine who was executed for treason and blasphemy."
From Lose's perspective, instead of solving the disciples' problems, the Holy Spirit creates them.
The 'problems' the Spirit creates are, in fact, an opportunity. When we seem to have everything figured out,
organized, well set, there she comes and changes everything. She is like a strong wind that shakes the very
foundations of our lives, uprooting what was firmly planted in order to inaugurate a new beginning. This
Spirit of God does not sit still, at least not for very long. She is the One who challenges us and does not let us
remain in our comfort zones. I think she is not in favor of comfort zones very much!
Are you comfortable? Calm? Is everything working well in your life? Enjoy the moment, because it might not
remain like that too long. The Holy Spirit is stirring things up.
As I said a minute ago, 'the problems' the Spirit creates are opportunities. We will only be able to comprehend
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the movement of the Spirit in our lives if we are open to learning the lessons that the wind brings. We will
only be able to grasp the Spirit's intentions if we look at 'the problem' not as 'a problem' but as an opportunity.
What are the lessons that this present chaos is trying to teach me, is trying to teach us? What new beginnings
can I see? What new beginnings can we see?
The Spirit is also the One who enables us to bear witness to God's presence in, and purposes for, the world
and our lives through the experience of Jesus Christ, crucified and resurrected. Bearing witness has to do with
setting people free and offering others the chance to experience the fullness of what Jesus offers. This is what
the following Gospel verse is all about.
It says, "If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."
Professor Matt Skinner says that "Too many mistakes have been made in the past by those who have read"
this verse.
He continues, "Jesus is not appointing the Church as his moral watchdog; nor does he commission it to
arbitrate people's assets and liabilities on a heavenly balance sheet. In John's Gospel, Jesus talks about sin as
unbelief, the unwillingness or incapacity to grasp the truth of God manifested in him. To have sin abide,
therefore, is to remain estranged from God. The consequence of such a condition is ongoing resistance. Sin in
John is not about moral failings; primarily it is an inability or refusal to recognize God's revelation when
confronted by it, in Jesus. Consequently, the resurrected Christ tells his followersâ�¦ that, through the Spirit
that enables them to bear witness, they can set people free from that state of affairs." To 'set free' or 'release' is
a better translation than 'forgive'". Setting people free is being part of "seeing others come to believe in Jesus
and what he discloses."
Now, failure to bear witness will result in the opposite - "a world full of people left unable to grasp the
knowledge of God. That is what it means to 'retain' sins: 'retain' is the opposite of 'set free'." Therefore, "a
church that does not bear witness to Christ is a church that leaves itself unable to play a role in delivering
people from all that keeps them from experiencing the fullness that Jesus offers."
May the Holy Spirit, who breathed into the disciples and breathes into us, continue empowering us to bear
witness and set people free; to move beyond our comfort zones and discover the opportunities that lie there; to
overcome our fears and all that locks us in; to be filled with peace. Kyrie eleison!
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