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Wheat or weeds? Is this a reasonable distinction?

Jesus is teaching about the kingdom of God. As I told you last Sunday, 'kingdom of God' is an expression
used to talk about that dimension of existence where God is all in all. Wheat or weeds is imagery that speaks
of identity. Who are those who belong and who are those who don't belong to God's kingdom? It establishes a
distinction between the "children of the evil one" and "the children of the kingdom."

The "children of the evil one" are "the evildoers." The "children of the kingdom" are "the righteous," literally
"the right ones." "Evildoers" are people who are moved by forces of destruction, envy, people who lack
mercy, compassion and love. "The righteous" are people moved by love, mercy, compassion, a sense of unity
and solidarity. "Evildoers" lack the sense of connection with the "other;" the "other" is strange and remains so.
"The righteous" see value in the "other" as much as in themselves.

Are you evildoers or righteous? Are evildoers, evildoers always? Are righteous, permanently righteous? Have
you never wished to destroy something or someone? Have you never gone further than wishing but actually
destroyed something or someone, or at least tried to? Have you never felt envy? Have you never been in a
situation when you didn't really care about somebody? Have you never hated, lacked mercy or compassion?
Have you never been disgruntled in doing justice or avoided to get involved with people who live vulnerably?
Evildoers are not evildoers always. A righteous person does not do right all the time. We all do evil and we all
do right in different moments of our lives.

So, this dualistic way of opposing two different categories, serves as an attempt to understand our way of
existing in this world and our way of relating to God and to each other. But life doesn't fit in a couple of
categories and the Kingdom of God is not about burning bad people in a furnace or granting a smiley to those
who did good.

Wheat and weeds, evildoers and righteous, are words pointing to a much more complex reality, the reality of
those who are both at the same time, and more, the reality of those who have to face their "furnaces" every
day. The furnace is a metaphor for our processes of 'getting rid' of what is not worthy in us, the evil within us.
Wheat and weeds are words pointing to our struggle to learn new ways of being without forgetting who we
were, on one hand, and affirming our identity without refusing new values, on the other hand.

Rubem Alves tells a story about The Smart and The Dumb Bear.
Two bears were taken to a circus after falling in a trap. One of them, evidently more intelligent than the other,
quickly learned to walk on the ball and ride the monocycle, his picture appeared in banners and people
applauded him: "how smart this bear is." The other one, dumb, stayed curled up in a corner and no matter
what his coach tried, bribes and punishments, he did not respond to the training. The circus psychologist was
called and his diagnostic was clear: "It is helpless, this bear has a very low IQ."
That bear remained alone, without his picture in banners, no applause, dumb bear, useless. The time went by,
an financial crises arrived and the circus went bankrupt. The common consensus was to take all animals back
to where they once belonged. The two bears were sent back to the forest.
It was weird, during the trip the dumb bear seemed to be awakening, recognizing the almost forgotten smells,
and landscapes. While the smart bear just sadly played with his ball, last gift received from his coach. Finally
they arrived, and the dumb bear exploded in happiness, embracing all that wonderful forest he had never
forgotten. The smart bear started walking on his ball, something he knew very well. But it was all he knew. In
that very moment, the smart bear - in the midst of his memories of the smell of popcorn, the sound of the
band, loud children, the clowns and fishes tossed into his mouth - realized that what he had learned and who
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he had become was good for the circus. The problem was, it was no good for living in the forest.

I said at the beginning that the Gospel story this morning is speaking about identity. The smart bear forgot
who he was in order to incorporate new values and to live in a new way. The dumb bear didn't forget where he
belonged, he had a clear sense of his identity. But it was exactly his strong sense of identity that prevented
him from learning new values and having different experiences. A new way of living doesn't have to come out
of forgetfulness. And the affirmation of who we are doesn't imply refusing to adapt or change. Identity is not a
fixed concept; it is a matter of construction, progression and the wind of the Spirit growing roots in us till we
are completely planted in the mercy and love of God. That is who God wants us to be, people whose being is
rooted in God's love and forgiveness.

Who are we? People who belong to the kingdom of God or people who don't? Wheat or weeds? Is this a
reasonable distinction?

We are people who belong to the kingdom of God. In fact, there are no people who don't belong there.
Because all of us and the whole creation is progressing to the time and to point when God will be all in all.

Amen.
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