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The 13th Chapter of the Gospel According to Matthew includes several parables that describe what the
Kingdom of God is like. Today we have listened to the parable about the wheat and the weeds. How would we
describe in general this reign of God? Perhaps with this context in mind we will have a good perspective from
which to understand the parable of the wheat and the weed.
Jesus taught his disciples and followers to live with each other in the reign of God, the kingdom of God, the
rule of God. He taught those who followed him how to live in the reign of God. He affirmed open table
fellowship. We eat not only with those like us, but with those who are different from us. We break through the
walls that separate us by race, economic status or gender. Jesus taught and lived for the inherent worth of each
human being. Jesus lived over against tribalism. He lived over against people being forced into poverty. He
taught his followers how to live in a non-hierarchical way. He taught and acted on the basis of gender
equality. He was opposed to oppression on any human being. These are all aspects of the reign of God which
we have been invited by Jesus to enter.
In a time of the centralization of power and wealth, the increase of debt for the poor and the concentration of
land holdings in Judea, Jesus taught and lived life based on reciprocity. We are to forgive debt, love our
enemies and share with others.
We are to depend on God's graciousness as the source and power for the sustainability of human life.
Jesus explains that the "wheat seed stands for the Word of God." The field is all of us who listen to this word.
The weeds are those who do not listen to the Word and even resist the Word. They practice injustice toward
others and oppression of the poor. They create debt and squeeze the life out of people for their own benefit.
They divide and conquer us by turning us against each other. However, it is not our task to separate those who
hear the Word from those who try to destroy the Word. It is our task to patiently listen to and act upon the
Word, Jesus the Christ. We do not know when the final Harvest will come.

Jesus said to them, "It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority;
[8] but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth."
"Our focus is to be directed not to the enemies of the reign of God, but toward the reign of God itself. We are
asked to pray, "Oh God teach me to seek your reign on earth every moment of every day."
Perhaps the central obstacle we face when saying this prayer is our understanding of our relationship to good
and evil, to the wheat and the weeds. Is our task to rid the world of evil? Many people of faith that this is true.
We are here to find evil and root it out. Martin Luther spoke about issue in his own time.
"â�¦.again this Gospel teaches how we should conduct ourselves toward these heretics and false teachers. We
are not to uproot nor destroy them. Here Jesus says publicly let both grow together. We have to do here with
God's Word alone; for in this matter he who errs today may find the truth tomorrow. Who knows when the
Word of God may touch his heart? But if he be burned at the stake, or otherwise destroyed, it is thereby
assured that he can never find the truth; and thus the Word of God is snatched from him, and he must be lost,
who otherwise might have been saved. Hence the Lord says here, that the wheat also will be uprooted if we
weed out the tares. That is something awful in the eyes of God and never to be justified.
Luther goes on to say, "From this observe what raging and furious people we have been these many years, in
that we desired to force others to believe; the Turks with the sword, heretics with fire, the Jews with death,
and thus outroot the tares by our own power, as if we were the ones who could reign over hearts and spirits,
and make them pious and right, which God's Word alone must do. But by murder we separate the people from
the Word, so that it cannot possibly work upon them and we bring thus, with one stroke a double murder upon
ourselves, as far as it lies in our power, namely, in that we murder the body for time and the soul for eternity,
and afterwards say we did God a service by our actions, and wish to merit something special in heaven."

Indeed, in our day we are faced with the same question. Is our focus, our very vocation in life to concentrate
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on the reign of God or on the evil in our world. The parable we have heard today makes it clear that our
vocation is to concentrate on the reign of God, the Word of God, Christ Jesus.
Today we are gathered together as an international, ecumenical community coming from many confessions to
worship together in this Lutheran Church. What is our task and how are we to listen to the Word, to Jesus the
Christ.
Are we focused on the reign of God as the primary engagement of our lives?
Are we building a community of open eating at a common table and open healing for all?
Are we building economies based on reciprocity and provision rather than property for the few?

Are we committed to equality of women and men in all aspects of life?
Are we addressing conditions of oppression and affirming justice wherever it is needed?
And most important do we love each other? Are we showing mercy and forgiveness to each other? Are we
doing justice to each other?
Let us recommit ourselves today, in this field, in this city to focus our lives on the reign of God. Amen.
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