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"When I met you for the first time,
I realized I had loved you long before.
When I met you for the first time,
it felt I was encountering you again."
I am paraphrasing the Portuguese poet, Fernando Pessoa.

The Gospel reading this morning makes me think of the experience of having loved much before knowing,
and having being loved without even being aware of it. Isn't that what baptism is about, God loving us when
we were not even aware of her existence? God welcoming us when we didn't even know we were lost? Isn't it
about God embracing us and affirming throughout the eternities that we belong together?

Isn't baptism about sinking in the reinvigorating Grace of God and being completely submerged in the love
that washes our sins and allows us to be born as beloved children? Isn't it about being brought back from our
incurable tendency of falling apart? Isn't it about our processes of reintegration with ourselves, others, the
world and God?

Baptism is the sign of the radical strength of love that embraces us and redeems us from our separation and
brokenness. It is the visible expression of God's profound acceptance of us and our belonging to God. It is the
evidence of God's restless search for us.

Baptism literally means 'dipping', 'immersion'. To be baptized is to be immersed in the unconditional love of
God, to be accompanied by the compassionate presence that brings us together and holds us as a caring
people.

The baptism of Jesus was an open sign of his solidarity with those who were in a process of conversion. By
deciding to receive the baptism of repentance delivered by John, Jesus declares that all of us need to review
our lives, including himself; and all of us need to undergo rituals of purification, either publicly or privately.

But Jesus' baptism was also the inauguration of his ministry in public sphere. It was his autonomous YES to
God's call and to the life he decided he wanted to live. And God was so full of joy that she tore the heavens
apart and blew over Jesus the holy wind which carried the words, "You are my son, the Beloved, with you I
am well pleased".

Holy Spirit, literally, "holy wind." Like the ruah in Genesis, which blew over the waters and brought order to
the formless void, here the Holy Spirit blows over Jesus bringing God's words of love and acceptance.

In our baptism we also receive the Holy Spirit - the Spirit of life, that primordial energy impregnating the very
texture of existence itself. In baptism, God blows the Holy Spirit on us also while speaking words of love. But
our lives do not always express love and are not always connected to the fundamentals of life. Baptism is not
a magic act of sealing us against evil or purifying us once and for all, but it is the beginning of a process of
clearing, cleaning, burning what needs to be burned in us so we can be who God wants us to be, so we can dig
deep into ourselves and into God's creation with all its controversies knowing that God is with us. Baptism is
not an insurance policy promising that our lives will be successful, well structured, and without suffering, but
it is a declaration that the Spirit of God will be holding us when we go through the time in our lives when the
light is dim and chaos prevails, when death seems stronger than life and hope fades away.
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Baptism is not only about our relationship with God as individuals, but as community; it is an affirmation of
our belonging together as people of faith. As a baptized people we are called to share resources and life. We
are called to strive for justice and revitalize friendships. We are called to believe in the mystery of a God born
as a child. We are invited to believe that stars smile to us and the universe conspires in favor of those who
search for peace. We are challenged to see healing in the midst of illnesses, to find a pathway in the midst of
sufferings, to encounter resurrections in the midst of death. We are called to receive the gifts the Spirit brings
and those she will reveal.

As a baptized people we are called to learn over and over again that baptism is not an insurance policy, but it
is God saying, "When I met you for the first time, I had loved you long before."
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