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At the shore of the sea, a voice calls.
At the shore of the sea, a voice calls, "follow me".
At the shore of the sea a voice calls, an ear hears, a heart beats, a vision opens, a hand lets loose a net while
the feet get ready to go after the one whose voice calls.

And what a strange call: "Follow me and I will make you fishers of people". For those rugged men of the sea,
"fishing for people" was not their experience. They had fished for Tilapia or Trout and other kinds of sea
food, but not people. What does it mean? How is it that one can fish for people? Jesus was a good teacher. He
used language and imagery that evoked their professional activity. Those men knew that the net was a place
for that which is essential. Fish was what sustained the fishermen and their families, not only because it was
their food but because it was the main element of their work.

Jesus doesn't invite them to just any task; he invites them to do that which really matters. He invites them to
walk a path that will change their lives and the lives of those they encounter. Did the fishermen doubt about
leaving their nets? Perhaps, although the text seems to say the opposite. But the choice to leave behind
something that is very important is never an easy decision to make. Therefore, the readiness and immediacy of
their response seems too spontaneous, almost juvenile.

But perhaps they were longing for that voice. Perhaps, the voice was capable of revealing to them that that
which seemed to be so important, was not; or that there was something even more important than what they
saw as such.

Sometimes we think that we cannot live without what seems fundamental to us. But Jesus invites us to find
out that there are other things even more fundamental. Our fundamentals are re-shaped as we follow Jesus.
Our options are redefined as we encounter others. Our priorities are changed as we love.

Following Jesus can be as fast as taking an abrupt decision to leave everything behind because there is a force
that drives us. And it can be as difficult as having to discern every step of the way. Following Jesus might take
us to places we never considered entering, it might make us face situations we were not willing to experience.

Have you experienced a situation you were not prepared for?

Following Jesus is as fulfilling as knowing that we have been loved since before we were born; and it is as
challenging as departing from those we love.

Following Jesus is not an easy task. It requires discipline and prayer. It requires courage to take risks, to ask
hard questions, to take decisions that are not always pleasant or joyful. It requires commitment and presence.
It is not a free exercise that can be done lightly. It has a cost! This is the cost of walking with the One who
lived, died and resurrected for us and with us. German theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer in his work entitled
"The Cost of Discipleship" criticizes the Church for teaching what he named "cheap grace." He says,

"Cheap grace means grace sold on the market like cheapjacks' wares. The sacraments, the forgiveness of sin,
and the consolations of religion are thrown away at cut prices. Grace is represented as the Church's
inexhaustible treasury, from which she showers blessings with generous hands, without asking questions or
fixing limits. Grace without price; grace without cost! The essence of grace, we suppose, is that the account
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has been paid in advance; and, because it has been paid, everything can be had for nothing...."[45].

Discipleship without responsibility is not discipleship. Following Jesus without striving for the values of the
Gospel is not following Jesus. Living as if we had nothing to do with the many ways in which God's creation
is misused and God's children are abused is not walking the path with Jesus.

How do we respond to the voice calling us to "Follow me"? How ready are we to leave our nets and join
Jesus?

We are starting our Stewardship campaign today. In the next three weeks we will be invited to reflect upon the
ways we commit ourselves to discipleship through the life of this community and church. Out of the many
gifts God gives to you, what are you willing to give back to God, to your brothers and sisters in this place?
Are you willing to pray for this community and the world? Will you commit yourself to the prayer group? Are
you willing to praise God and support our worship by singing? Will you join the choir? Are you open to
supporting the children's ministry of our church? Will you volunteer to teach church school or Sunday Play?
Are you willing to help a child in Asia, America, Africa, Australia or Europe? Will you help to maintain this
house that welcomes us and offers us a place to worship and to come together as community in different
moments? How much are you willing to donate? Are you committed to peace? How much time and energy
will you invest in making peace?

At the shore of the sea, a voice calls.
At the shore of the sea, a voice calls, "follow me".
At the shore of the sea a voice calls, an ear hears, a heart beats, a vision opens, a hand lets loose a net while
the feet get ready to go after the one whose voice calls.

Amen.
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