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In the gospel of John, John the Baptist calls Jesus "the Lamb of God" two times. Lamb of God is an image
from the Old Testament that referred to the sacrificial lambs both offered during the worship in the temple and
the Passover lamb. In ancient Israel the sacrifice of animals was a way of offering thanks to God; they would
offer either animals or vegetables. In fact, there are three basic ideas related to sacrifices in Ancient Israel:
offering thanks, communion and expiation. (Von Rad p.250 in Portuguese translation)

The Passover lamb is related to the experience of liberation of Israel from the slavery in Egypt. Going back to
the Book of Exodus, we remember how the Hebrews wanted to be freed and how Pharaoh refused to let them
go, don't we? And Moses had a great contest with Pharaoh, which caused the plagues, and Pharaoh still
refused to liberate them. The controversy came down to the last contest when God was going to send an angel
of death to take the oldest son in Egyptian homes. In order to protect the Hebrews, a lamb was sacrificed, and
the blood of the lamb was smeared on the door of the Hebrew dwellings, so that the angel of death would
"pass over" these homes. It was the "Passover" which freed the Hebrews from slavery, from bondage.

The New Testament takes the same image, and says that God again provides the Lamb in Jesus Christ, and
that his sacrifice will save us from our sins. Sin is a big religious word that translated into life can mean
anything that causes a separation between ourselves and those who love us, between ourselves and God;
anything that prevents us from deepening our relationship with nature, with others and with God; anything we
feel deep inside we ought to be doing and we don't do. Sin is what pulls us apart from the very source of our
being. It is what pushes God to the periphery of our lives.

It may feel odd to us to accept that our redemption comes from a sacrifice, a death. And many theologians
nowadays are reviewing that concept. But Jesus sacrifice, besides being our redemption, it is a metaphor for
millions of other sacrifices that take place in our day-to-day life. The victims of natural catastrophes, wars,
hunger, violence, abandonment, isolation, loneliness, illness, fear, drugs. How many sacrifices are there? How
many names they have?

I told you once the story of a ten-year old Brazilian girl named Maezinha -- little mother -- who looked after
her younger brothers in Rio and who went to the Lutheran school asking the school to receive her brothers as
students. Do you remember the argument she used in order "to convince" the director of the school? She said
to Vilma, the director, "you taught me that God loves and cares for me. If this is true, God loves and cares for
my brothers also. So, you have to help me to help God to take care of them". Maezinha had been a student in
the Lutheran school when she was younger. She took care of her family because her mother and father were
drug addicts and didn't care for their children. Maezinha was killed by drug dealers. Her mom didn't pay the
bill, and they got the child. How can we be redeemed from this sacrifice?

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.
Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.
Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.
Grant us peace.

How can we be redeemed of the sacrifices of so many women, men and children who die with HIV and AIDS
all over the world, and more numerously in Africa?
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Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.
Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.
Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.
Grant us peace.

I still remember the discussion we had in order to approve the final document of the Lutheran World
Federation's consultation on Prophetic Diaconia in South Africa in 2002 when one of the bishops said if we
recommended the use of condoms as a guideline, his church would not sign the document. Much has changed
since then and there is still much to be changed. We have to continue working; we have to be prophets to our
own societies and communities. How many lives need still to be sacrificed before our social, cultural,
religious and economic values are re-shaped? How many people still have to die in Latin-America, Asia or
some European countries before poverty is eradicated? How many have to suffer before Human Rights are
fully observed and everybody can live with dignity and integrity?

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.
Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.
Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.
Grant us peace.

There are other sacrifices that don't do so far as the death of someone, but that tear us apart. Are you
sacrifying yourself? In favor of whom? Are you being sacrificed?

Sometimes we sacrifice ourselves when we give up what is precious to us in favor of another person, or an
important goal, a commitment we have taken, a promise we have made. Sometimes we sacrifice others when
we impose our conditions, our feelings or our priorities. We normally sacrifice ourselves in favor of those we
love. We normally sacrifice others in favor of our interests. This morning our community will start
experiencing a kind of sacrifice; the absence of Satoru and Noriko Kishii. Satoru and Noriko are members of
our Congregation since the Spring of 1980 (27 years). They are moving to a lovely village in the mountains
called Leysin in canton de Vaud. Noriko is the longest term member of the choir, and a very faithful one. We
will not see them every Sunday as we usually do. And that is a sacrifice. To come to the worship next Sunday
and don't see Satoru sitting in that chair and Noriko in the choir. We will miss you!
But they remain members of our Congregation and they will come from time to time. And also Leysin will get
more visitors from the Lutheran Church of Geneva from now on. Sacrifices are rarely fair. They need to be
re-evaluated and re-shaped.

How many leaders sacrifice people's lives and whole societies in order to accomplish their own interests?
How many of us supplant the creativity of our children in order to "offer" them an adequate education that fits
within the good jobs of this time? How many times our requests on behalf of those who love us, sacrifice
them? What for? And before our own sacrifices we have to ask: what are we really offering? To whom?

Jesus offered himself as a sacrifice for us, which was enough to grant us forgiveness and to bring us close to
God. In his sacrifice we meet Maezinha and all those who suffer and die. In his sacrifice we accompany
Satoru and Noriko as they start a new life in a new place. In Jesus' sacrifice we meet ourselves as we struggle
with loving, sinning, suffering and searching for peace.

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.
Have mercy on us.
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Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.
Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.
Grant us peace.

Amen.
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