
Sermon by Rev. Lusmarina Campos Garcia
based on John 1:43-51
Geneva, January 15 2012

The road is long and dusty. I am walking for almost a whole day. My feet are hurting and my canteen is
almost empty. Is there a place where I can sit quietly and rest? A place I can retreat for a while and be still? A
hidden "somewhere" where nobody sees me? A tree would help, so I can get rid of this hot burning sun. I
better get off the main road. Up the hill there are some quiet spots.

And after climbing the hill he saw: There! That fig tree.

He reached the tree, sat under its shadow and looking to the horizon saw the deep blue sea of Galilee. While
resting he remembered stories of his people that related to that sea. He thought about Moses leading the
people to enter Canaan and how that Sea was part of the description of the boundaries of that land (Numbers
34,11). At that time, that Sea was called Chinnereth. He also remembered the text of Joshua 13:27 when the
territory was going to be conquered and given to the tribe of the Gadites; its frontier ended at the same sea. He
thought, "Sea' was not quite the right term for this body of water. It was not that big. It was a lake really; it
was called a sea by tradition. And nowadays, this sea has received another name: Sea of Tiberias, a Roman
name referring to the Roman emperor Tiberius Augustus, our conqueror.

These Romans! We are not supposed to be under occupation. This has to be a free territory. It is true that my
people were once the conquerors and that history has its own reverses, but enough! We have been in captivity
many times. We are tired of paying taxes to the Emperor, to Rome. We need to be free. The prophets have
pointed to a Messiah, one who will come and liberate us. When is it going to happen? I have been studying
the scriptures faithfully, but I can not yet see it."

Nathanael rested, thought and prayed under the fig tree until he could return to the road and continue on his
way. Then Phillip "found" him and invited him "to come and see" the One about whom Moses wrote, Jesus -
son of Joseph from Nazareth. Immediately, as sharp as a knife, he replied, "Can anything good come from
Nazareth?" This question shows how prejudiced and skeptical he was. He distanced himself far from the
fulfillment of his hopes.

"Come and see", said Phillip. "Come and see" is an invitation that draws a person from being a spectator to
becoming participant. Nathanael went and saw. He saw and believed. He believed because Jesus had seen him
under the fig tree. But does that sound like a good reason to believe? After all he was hiding himself there.

Being under the fig tree is more then just sitting in the shade.

Micah 4:3-4 and Zechariah 3:10 suggest that "under a fig tree" may be a place of contemplation and of
promise. Micah says, "but they shall all sit under their own vines and under their own fig trees, and no one
shall make them afraid". Nathanael was contemplating. He was thinking about the past and the future of his
people but also probably about his own life, his fears, sadness, despair. He may have thought also about his
hopes, his expectations and his plans. Who knows what he was doing under the fig tree? But whatever he was
doing or whatever he was thinking was so deeply essential for him that the words of Jesus referring to the fig
tree resounded like a symphony of sense. Jesus' words touched the core of Nathanael.

To be seen under the fig tree meant to be seen on the inside. Jesus saw what was happening within Nathanael,
just as he sees what is going on inside each of us. Do we feel confident to be seen on the inside or would we
prefer to hide whatever we carry within us?
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Notice that Jesus didn't even mention what "under the fig tree" was all about for Nathanael. Jesus' sight is not
used against us, but in our favor. Jesus is merciful enough to not expose us. From everything that he saw in
Nathanael, he mentioned what was good. Jesus said, "He is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit". Did
Jesus say that because Nathanael was all good and always truthful? No. Jesus said that because Jesus is
merciful. He sees what is good within us. Sometimes when we look at ourselves, we have no mercy. But Jesus
wants to teach us this morning to have eyes to see what is good within us, to welcome our own talents and
strengths, to recognize our own beauty.

The fig tree is our place of exposure, but it is also our refuge. It is the place where we are seen with mercy.

We need more fig trees in our lives. We need more places to be contemplative and quiet, more places where
we can think. We need more time to be seen inside, with mercy. Jesus did that to Nathanael. Jesus does it to
us. Come and see!
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